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Introduction

When 10 years ago the ‘International Dialogue on Population and Sustainable De-
velopment‘ was organised for the first time, it was not yet evident that this format 
would become one of the main events of the partners involved to discuss population 
dynamics and policy issues related to sexual and reproductive health and rights with 
international experts and development practitioners.

2012 marks a critical year on the road to International Conference on Population 
and Development (ICPD 2014 and Millennium Development Goals / MDG at 2015). 
The Rio+20 UN Conference on Sustainable Development gave recommendations for 
developing Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). Many other relevant processes 
shaping the Post-2015-development agenda have started or will do so soon. 

Population dynamics – including growth, household size, population distribution by 
age and sex, and urban and rural – all affect the ability of individuals, families, com-
munities and governments to adapt to these realities. Population growth, density and 
migration increase the demand for natural resources like water, energy and food, and 
further exacerbate environmental problems. At the same time environmental issues 
affect the lives of the people and challenge their adaptive potential at all levels. Ad-
dressing population dynamics at national level and globally is the key to sustainable 
development. Like never before, just because of their magnitude, young people will 
determine the pace of population growth and sustainable development in the com-
ing years. Linked to this are the sexual and reproductive rights of women and men. 
Yet, 222 million women still do not have access to contraception and family plan-
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ning. Therefore women, men and young people must have the ability to realise their 
sexual reproductive health and rights (SRHR), access appropriate services and avoid 
unwanted pregnancies. 

There is overwhelming evidence that interdependencies between sexual and reproduc-
tive health and rights and nearly all sectors of societal organisation are crucial to seeking 
sustainable solutions as a critical means of addressing global and local problems.

While in the past International Dialogues the organisers directed the discussions to-
wards sexual and reproductive health and rights and how to achieve them, in the 10th 
International Dialogue the view will turn around and take a look from the standpoint 
of SRHR towards relevant development sectors that contribute to shaping population 
dynamics and are influenced by them at the same time. 

In the future, International Dialogues towards ICPD 2014 and the MDGs in 2015 will 
address issues of the international debate concerning population dynamics and de-
velopment and its relation to sexual and reproductive health and rights. With this, the 
International Dialogue leaves the inner field of health and addresses the inter-sectoral 
determinants of population dynamics, building on the outcomes of the 9th International 
Dialogue in 2011, which introduced education as a non-health sector with high inter-
dependencies in regard to population dynamics. 

On the occasion of its 10th anniversary, the 10th International Dialogue aimed to con-
tribute to the international debates concerning the future development goals for sus-
tainable and just development and to support a new inter-sectoral policy of Federal 
Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development (BMZ) regarding its work on pop-
ulation dynamics. Experts, development practitioners and – last but not least – young 
people discussed together the opportunities and challenges and developed potential 
problem-solving landscapes in this regard.

Why Governance, Environment / Resources and Food Security?

Governance
Population dynamics show an unprecedented demographic change. It is estimated 
that by 2100 the world’s population will amount to approximately 10.1 billion, reaching 
9.3 billion by the middle of the century. Essentially, most of the growth will take place 
in less developed countries, which includes most of sub-Saharan Africa and predomi-
nantly among the poorest parts of the populations. These demographic developments 
impose great pressure on governments to adequately adjust to the arising challenges. 
Growing populations amplify demands and challenge the state’s capacity to meet the 
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requirements necessary for providing adequate services. Moreover, rapid population 
growth increases the risk of exclusion and marginalisation of large parts of the popula-
tion and thus challenges the capacity of a state to take the lead in a process of sus-
tainable development. The issues and challenges that arise with a rapid growth in the 
population of a country are fundamentally inter-related with the political governance of 
the state in interaction with its society. State players can only govern and manage the 
state in a sustainable way if they engage in a constructive dialogue with an informed, 
articulated and organised civil society and private sector. Constructive state-society 
relations are a key element for the development of resilient states, enabling a sus-
tainable development-oriented management of growing populations and responsible 
population policies.

Environment / Resources
The impact of human lifestyles on the environment is becoming increasingly evident. 
Developing countries are bearing the main burden of environmental degradation, es-
pecially in relation to the consequences of climate change, which are mainly induced 
by industrialised and industrialising nations. In these countries the poorer communities 
are affected the most, since they are most directly reliant on ecosystem services for 
their well-being. Population dynamics are inter-linked with the use of natural resources 
and climate change, and it is important to understand these processes in order to 
address the challenge of achieving economically and environmentally sustainable de-
velopment taking into consideration diverse population dynamics.

Food Security
Out of the seven billion people who currently inhabit the world, nearly one billion peo-
ple are chronically undernourished; a further two billion people are affected by mal-
nutrition. Poverty is still a major reason for food and nutrition insecurity. Higher rates 
of fertility among women living in poor and rural households will tend to increase the 
share of those experiencing food and nutrition insecurity. This vicious circle impacts 
on health, especially sexual and reproductive health, of future generations and also 
comes at a high socioeconomic price. 

Population dynamics and food and nutrition security are linked in complex ways. Al-
though there seems to be enough food available to feed the world’s present popula-
tion, the continuous growth of population lowers the availability of food per capita. 
Furthermore, high rates of rural to urban migration have a negative impact on agricul-
tural productivity. Especially young people and men are likely to migrate, resulting in 
an ageing of rural societies and the ‘feminisation of agriculture’. As a result, the role 
of women for food and nutrition security needs to be acknowledged and addressed 
by cross-sectoral approaches that combine sexual and reproductive health, nutrition 
and education.

Objectives
The International Dialogue contributed to answer the following questions:

1. How do sectors from outside health contribute towards accelerating or slowing 
down population development? 

2. How do population dynamics influence the work in sectors outside health?

3. What are the implications for policy recommendations on population dynamics 
regarding its international dimension for all partners in the International Dialogue, 
international organisations, civil society and private sector?

4. How can governments and civil societies, including the private sector, work to-
gether to ensure that SRHR is a central component, specifically in the Post-2015 
development framework, to guarantee sustainable development?

5. What are the consequences and recommendations regarding the discussions of a 
Post-2015 development framework?        



Klaus Brückner 

Director of the Berlin Representation, 
Deutsche Gesellschaft für Interna-
tionale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) GmbH

For the past 10 years we have had the 
pleasure of hosting the Dialogue here 
every other year, taking turns with KfW En-
twicklungsbank. We have seen this format 
growing to become an established, high 
ranking and highly demanded forum for 
exchange and discussion on issues con-
cerning population and development with 
a strong focus on sexual and reproductive 
health and rights.

All in all, the series of International Dia-
logues has brought together more than 
1.000 participants from 50 countries 
around the world – representing govern-
ment institutions, multilateral and non-
governmental organisations as well as 
academia and private sector. 

In a recent evaluation some achievements 
of the Dialogue series have been men-
tioned: the diversity of stakeholders as well 
as the continuity of the discussion on pop-
ulation issues, the bridging and network-
ing, and last but not least, the agenda set-
ting and dissemination of knowledge and 
expertise on population issues.

However, over the past ten years a the-
matic shift has occurred in these Dia-
logues: in the earlier years, issues of 
sexual and reproductive health and rights 
in a narrower sense were dealt with. The 
more recent dialogues encompassed 
broader themes and determinants of 
health and population such as socio-
economic, cultural and gender-related 
issues, young age structure, education 
and urbanisation. This shows that there is 
a general tendency of re-focussing on the 
issue of population dynamics as a cross-
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cutting issue of sustainable development 
which seems quite relevant to me.

In this way the 10th International Dialogue 
can be seen as a kind of a turning point 
since it aims at changing our perspectives 
and to take a look from different points of 
views beyond the health sector, namely 
governance, environment and food and 
nutrition security, that also signifi cantly 
contribute to shaping population dynam-
ics and are infl uenced by them at the same 
time.

At this critical point in time the Internation-
al Dialogue aims to contribute to the in-
ternational debates concerning the future 
goals of development with a special focus 
on the cross-cutting issue of population 
dynamics and its various effects and con-
sequences for governments and people, 
but also for strategies and concepts for 
effective international cooperation for sus-
tainable development, which is the core 
business of GIZ.

Although GIZ sometimes might be seen 
differently – we are, of course, a learning 
organisation and for us such dialogues are 
not part of a routine. We very much benefi t 
from such conferences and we also hope 
that we can add value to the discussions 
by sharing experiences from our work with 
partners worldwide.

In conclusion, I would like to share one 
quote of a participant of many Interna-
tional Dialogues that describes this unique 
opportunity of the dialogue series so aptly: 
‘As long as the International Dialogue re-
mains, it will strengthen the government`s 

understanding of what is happening in dif-
ferent parts of the world and help to devel-
op policies that are sensitive and relevant 
to the countries which it provides fund-
ing for. This result doesn’t come through 
huge events, it comes through deep dis-
cussions and through listening to different 
partners.’         
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The International Dialogue on Population 
and Sustainable Development took place for 
the fi rst time 10 years ago. Back then, the 
conference dealt with the question ‘Repro-
ductive Health: the International Commu-
nity’s Poor Relative?’ At that time – it was 
2002 and eight years after the International 
Conference on Population and Development 
(ICPD) in Cairo – it looked as if the commu-
nities of states and the public at large were 
losing sight of this important subject, despite 
a world population of 6.2 billion.

Today, in the year 2012, we have already ex-
ceeded the milestone of 7 billion people and 
the subject continues to be relevant. This 
can also be seen in the fact that the Inter-
national Dialogue has become an important 
international forum that has gained the at-
tention of top experts.

The past 10 years have been marked by 
achievements, setbacks and contradic-
tions. Although women have fewer children 
on average than in the sixties, the number 
of people on the planet continues to rise. 
Throughout the world there are younger – 
and older – people than ever before. In some 
of the poorest countries, high fertility rates 
continue to stand in the way of development 
and worsen poverty. In these, the poorest 
countries of the world, in particular, extreme 
poverty, insecure food supplies, inequality, 
as well as high mortality and birth rates have 
created a vicious circle.

Ten years on, it is clear that this subject is 
no longer a ‘poor relative’ in the international 
community. The opposite is true and it has 
been recognised that family planning, the 
health of mothers, together with education 

and the promotion of women, children and 
youth are central factors if we want to posi-
tively infl uence population dynamics. That is 
why this year’s 10th International Dialogue is 
taking a look at the bigger picture and ask-
ing what experts from the areas of ‘food’ and 
‘nutrition security’, ‘environment / resources’ 
and ‘governance / national planning’ as well 
as experts from the fi eld of sexual and re-
productive health and rights can do to over-
come the challenges facing us.

We from Bayer very much welcome this 
open way of looking at things, not at least 
because the future of our various fi elds of 
business will be infl uenced by the politi-
cal and social aspects of these challenges. 
That is why Bayer is working on solutions 
for the future that will serve sustainable de-
velopment and our own business. Our three 
sub-groups Bayer Healthcare, Bayer Crop-
Science and Bayer MaterialScience have a 
product portfolio that addresses some of the 
most urgent problems in the areas of health-
care provision, food science and climate 
protection. 

With its ‘Access to Medicine’ strategy, Bay-
er is working for the improved provision of 
healthcare worldwide and, in conjunction 
with this; we are already cooperating with a 
series of private and state organisations. And 
our projects that are actively involved in the 
area of family planning, address three of the 
eight United Nations Millennium Development 
Goals, namely strengthening equal opportu-
nities, reducing child mortality and improving 
the provision of healthcare for mothers.

The International Dialogue is helping us to 
more clearly identify potential challenges 

and view these from different angles. The 
ideas put forward here will also help us to 
avoid risks, recognise trends and markets at 
an early stage and thus defi ne focuses for 
our activities.

Our analyses to evaluate sustainability pro-
jects among our stakeholders gave a clear 
top position to the subject of water (93.1 per 
cent), followed by food for a growing world 
population, climate protection, safety (pro-
cess and facility safety, work safety, trans-
port safety) and alliances for sustainable 
healthcare and supplier management.

These are great topics we are looking at to-
gether. I hope the openness we experience 
here will help us to develop new ideas and 
cooperation projects that will be adequate to 
meet our present requirements without los-
ing sight of the overall vision of a just society 
as fi rmly laid down in the Millennium Devel-
opment Goals. 

I see a great number of young faces among 
the participants, something that is quite unu-
sual for a conference of this type. You give 
me hope that our ideas will help us to set a 
course for the future and ensure that these 
important topics continue to occupy a place 
on the international political agenda.     

10th International Dialogue on Population and Sustainable Development
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State Secretary, Federal Ministry 
for Economic Cooperation and 
Development (BMZ), Germany
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For 10 years now, the International Dialogue 
on Population and Sustainable Development 
has been bringing together all players who 
are important for sustainable development: 
not only partner governments and donors 
but also parliaments, civil society, and the 
private sector. I am delighted that we suc-
ceeded, again, in getting many young peo-
ple to attend.

This year‘s topic is Transforming Challenges 
into Opportunities. That is a good description 
of how we view population dynamics. It is an 
issue of crucial importance for the world‘s fu-
ture. It means challenges but also opportuni-
ties. In the last 25 years, the world‘s popula-
tion has grown by two billion. Now there are 
seven billion people on earth. It is expected 
that by 2050, there will be more than nine bil-
lion people. Will our planet then still be a good 
place to live on? The sheer number of human 
beings must not threaten the essence of what 
it means to be a human being.

The population of sub-Saharan Africa in par-
ticular will grow signifi cantly. It is expected 
to double by 2050, reaching more than two 
billion. But don‘t be afraid of that. Africa will 
continue to be a continent with the poten-
tial for good development – in principle, it 
could feed another billion people. We should 
discuss all population policy issues, and no 
issues should be a taboo. Initially, we criti-
cised China‘s one-child policy, because it 
violates people‘s freedoms and limits their 
choices. But where would we be today, 
globally speaking, if China had not adopted 
that policy? 

Of course we are happy about every new 
life. But we know that a growing world 
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population also implies fundamental prob-
lems. The resources of our planet, the re-
sources of each region are limited. I want 
to tell those who believe that we can solve 
these problems through a selfl ess attitude, 
by living modestly and sharing with others, 
that a culture of asceticism, self-restraint 
and self-denial is pure illusion. High fertility 
rates will continue to pose a huge challenge 
for poverty reduction efforts, no matter how 
hard we work and how humbly we live in the 
North.

We are making a point of changing the focus 
of the debate about a world of seven billion 
and, later, eight or nine billion people. Hu-
man rights, the principle of free choice and 
the principle of responsible parenthood are 
inseparable. It should be people‘s own re-
sponsibility to decide about the number and 
spacing of their children. This is a fundamen-
tal right and it is probably the most important 
decision that people can take in their lives. It 
is our top priority to maintain, or achieve, this 
freedom of choice for the people.

Moderate population growth also implies 
opportunities. We want to tap them through 
effective development policies. A well-edu-
cated young generation can be a key factor 
for economic growth and prosperity. So we 
need to invest in young people. Health and 
education therefore belong to the top priori-
ties of German development policy. We have 
adopted clear and ambitious goals for both 
areas. We are working hard to achieve them, 
particularly in Africa. 

More education and health will benefi t peo-
ple directly – and reduce population growth. 
Let me highlight one success story in this 

context: population development in Bangla-
desh. By investing in health, education and 
the empowerment of women, Bangladesh 
has managed to reduce the fertility rate from 
almost seven to 2.3 children per woman 
within just 30 years. Or take Kenya: in 1960, 
the number of children per woman was 
eight. This has gone down to four to fi ve.

Let me highlight one of our many activities 
for more education and health. Last year, my 
Ministry, the BMZ, launched its ‘Initiative on 
Rights-based Family Planning and Maternal 
Health‘ and pledged to double its bilateral 
funding for this. The Initiative helps girls and 
young women to prevent unwanted preg-
nancies. Young people, too, need to be able 
to obtain contraceptives if they wish. And 
women need to receive appropriate medical 
care during pregnancy and birth.

We are thus empowering women and we are 
contributing to the achievement of the Mil-
lennium Development Goals (MDGs). Take 
Burkina Faso, where we support the distri-
bution and dissemination of contraceptives 
even in very remote areas. In parallel, there 
are education campaigns on population de-
velopment, sexuality, contraception, AIDS, 
but also on women‘s and children‘s rights. 
We are trying to put more girls in school and 
to enable more children to get medical care. 
This multidimensional approach has already 
led to impressive achievements in Burkina 
Faso. Within a mere ten years, the use of 
modern family planning methods has tripled. 
Female genital mutilation has decreased 
from more than 40 per cent to just over 10 
per cent. And the share of girls in school has 
increased considerably. And that is – in my 
view – an impressive story about better links 
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between the eight MDGs, which we have 
seen too much in isolation during the last 12 
years.

In the health sector, we will be providing an 
additional 400 million Euros for mother and 
child healthcare between 2011 and 2015 
under the G8 Muskoka Initiative. 

In the BMZ‘s view, the debate on the Post-
2015 agenda (including the Sustainable De-

velopment Goals) is one of the major issues 
for the near future. Here, too, we want to in-
clude population dynamics as a cross-cutting 
issue in the Post-2015 global development 
goals. During the negotiations on the Rio+20 
fi nal document, we already succeeded in in-
cluding a chapter on health and population.

In the past two decades, after the Cairo In-
ternational Conference on Population and 
Development (ICPD), the debate had fo-

Session 1: Opening – Opening speech

cused mainly on reproductive health and 
rights. Now, as we are jointly defi ning devel-
opment goals for the future, we are giving 
increasing attention to population dynamics 
as a multi-sector issue.

So we welcome the new ICPD High Level 
Task Force that was set up earlier this month. 
Its task is to make headway internationally 
on the 1994 ICPD agenda and Programme 
of Action, and to incorporate the related is-
sues in the Post-MDG development agenda. 
Germany has nominated Renate Bähr for the 
Task Force, and I have strongly supported her 
nomination. She is the Executive Director of 
DSW (Deutsche Stiftung Weltbevoelkerung), 
and there is no better personality in Germany 
for this challenge. We are supporting the Task 
Force fi nancially with a total of 3 million Eu-
ros – through direct contributions and also 
through our programme for global efforts for 
sustainable world population development. 

We are trying to set clear priorities and we 
already have launched a broad range of ef-
forts. But we can do even more, and we 
want to do even more. 

Use this day to look at the interdependen-
cies between various aspects of popula-
tion dynamics in your three working groups 
(governance, food security, environment / re-
sources). And feel free to defi ne recommen-
dations for our development cooperation.

Discuss ways in which we can jointly make 
population dynamics an integral part of the 
future international development agenda. 
After all, population dynamics is an impor-
tant factor for social and sustainable devel-
opment. In all your debates and proposals, 

approach things with a critical mind, be in-
novative, and try to ensure that our actions 
will deliver results. But above all, think of 
young people and their future, because the 
young generation is nothing less than our 
common future.      



Kate Gilmore

Assistant Secretary-General and 
Deputy Executive Director, United 
Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) 
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Keynote address

Let me start by thanking the organisers for 
the opportunity of this platform. I want to 
thank in particular the colleagues who have 
made it possible to create the conversation 
that we are having. I am delighted also to 
have the private sector with us. So thank 
you Vice President Klaus Brill for being part 
of the symbolism of the reality that popula-
tion in the future of the world’s development 
agenda is everybody’s business. Thank you 
so much for the support that the German 
government and the German people indeed 
are giving to this issue and to the leadership 
that issue will receive from you as we move 
forward. 

I wanted to start by saying that the United 
Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) takes its 
mandate, its authority and its priorities from 
the Cairo Plan of Action. We have been able 
over the years to build an infrastructure, or 
a network, of presence in more than 150 
countries around the world. With that plat-
form we have the great privilege of working 
with governments, with diverse ministries, 
with implementing partners, hospitals and 
clinics and so on, but critically with civil 
society on the issues that sit at the heart 
of our mandate – sexual and reproduc-
tive health and rights. I want to say that 
we hold those issues in trust, in steward-
ship. UNFPA doesn’t have a monopoly on 
these concerns, but as a United Nations 
agency, we are created by the expectations 
and demand of the global community that 
the world will not forget even those issues 
which are uncomfortable, which are awk-
ward and which are often shrouded in at-
tempts to say that cultural taboo or religious 
proclivity or political preference somehow 
remove these issues from the grasp or the 

reach of democratic and community-based 
engagement. 

We have a particular responsibility, but it 
is a responsibility in part and enabled only 
through the great partnership provided for 
us in the form of the private sector, the pub-
lic sector and I would say this is critically the 
civil society sector. As we approach 2015 
and the end of the Millennium Development 
Agenda, we have an important and timely 
opportunity to refl ect on the success, or oth-
erwise of this agenda to create a compelling 
and sustainable story for development. Let 
me give you three words, three key mes-
sages:

It’s not only this International Dialog on Pop-
ulation and Sustainable Development  that 
turns ‘ten’, the future of the world tomorrow 
is today ‘ten’, the age of tomorrow is today 
‘ten’. Let me explain: When I was in Nige-
ria with Tewodros Melesse, International 
Planned Parenthood Federation (IPPF) last 
week, I had the honour of attending a hos-
pital about three hours out of Abuja where 
UNFPA and other partners are supporting 
the repair of fi stula, rupture as a result of ob-
structed labour. In fact, Germany has been 
a very powerful and important partner in the 
work to repair fi stula. I mean, fi stula is not 
only an avoidable outcome of injustice. Fis-
tula is also a source of social exclusion and 
marginalisation because of the long-term 
consequences. At that hospital, there must 
have been 50 women waiting to be oper-
ated on. There were two women being op-
erated on while we were there and another 
30 recovering. I noticed, as we walked in to 
the hospital, approaching and then running 
away from our delegation was a very little 

girl, very small, quite short. She was circling 
us as you would expect a stray animal to 
circle us, wishing to be engaged, fascinat-
ed by who we were, but very afraid of any 
engagement. Over the course of nearly an 
hour or two that we were there, gradually  
her confi dence was won. The staff explained 
her story: She was a fi stula patient – she 
became so 12 months ago. She’s twelve 
today. 12 months ago she was eleven. She 
was pregnant at the age of ten. How did she 
become pregnant? She became pregnant 
because she was married at the age of ten 
to a man who is 65. Why was she married 
at the age of ten? Because her mother was 
afraid that, at the age of eleven, she would 
be an ‘old maid’ – in English, this was some-
thing my mother always said I had become 
– ‘old maid’ meaning a spinster, meaning 
someone beyond the marriageable age – at 
eleven!

She came to the hospital twelve months 
ago, abandoned by her husband because of 
the consequences of fi stula, left at the hos-
pital by her mother who never returned. So I 
was right – my fi rst impression that she was 
a stray was actually true. For twelve months 
she has circled that hospital compound, 
attaching and detaching from the patients 
making their way through the wards, and 
from the staff, where there is turnover and 
so on. And she has nobody, no-one. 

They have tried to fi nd her community and I 
understand they have been able to identify 
her community and, just this week, they are 
attempting to return her to that community, 
but that community has made no effort to 
fi nd her. She is twelve. She is not a future 
leader, she already has a past. She has a 
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past worthy of a 45 year old. The future of 
the world is today aged ten and, unless we 
can not change the trajectory of the ten year 
old, there is no such thing as sustainable de-
velopment.

Let me give you the second key message. I 
hope that, beyond turning ten, this Dialogue 
can move forward with another adjective at-
tached to its purpose. You notice here we 
have sustainable development and over 
time, we’ve confronted ourselves ethically, 
morally, economically and environmentally 
with the challenge of sustainable develop-
ment. There is a missing adjective in front 
of ‘population’ and I would say that the key 
word is ‘resilience’. We need to convert our 
own Dialogue on the future of the world and 
the challenges that face us to have not only 
sustainable development, but also resilient 
populations. The world lying ahead of us is 
a world where uncertainty will be a hallmark. 
There is no conclusive victory to be won. 
There are obstacles and challenges to be 
met and opportunities to be grasped and for 
those challenges to be met and the oppor-
tunities to be grasped, we have to build hard 
wire into our populations – resilience – and I 
want to talk about what that might be.

And the third word – I have said, the future 
of the world is turning ‘ten’ today,  resilience 
in population needs to become a clarion call, 
particularly into the 2015 agenda –  the third 
thing I want to stress is ‘accountability’. We 
have developed, I think in the international 
system and particularly the UN, something 
that I would call a ‘metricocracy’ – a preoc-
cupation with metrics, with measurement, 
with counting as the outward display of ac-
countability and I don’t want to understate 

how important it is to hold that data for the 
impact of our decisions as a very important 
source of accountability. What we have for-
gotten and profoundly failed, I think, in our 
programming, and I include even my own 
organisation in this – what we have forgotten 
to do is to build in accountability to affected 
populations. Part of resilience in populations, 
just as we talk about sustainability in devel-
opment, part of resilience in populations is 
that we need civil and political rights to infect 
our programmes as much as we’ve talked 
about health rights infecting our goals and, 
by civil and political rights. I mean the rights 
of local populations to exercise freedom of 
assembly, freedom of expression and the 
right to information to hold development ac-
countable for its consequences locally. Yes, 
we need vertical accountability back to the 
funders. Far more pressing for sustainable 
development is a powerful consequential 
dialogue  with the affected populations that 
we target through these meta-narratives 
such as the Millennium Development Goals 
(MDGs).

‘Accountability’, ‘resilience’, ‘age ten’. All 
the rest is just hot air. I am going to give you 
some hot air, but you may now switch off. 
Let me start by just observing that one of  
the reasons why we need to refocus, I think, 
the International Development Dialogue, 
is – although we’ve succeeded, we’ve also 
failed. On the plus side, maternal mortality, 
for example, thanks to the Millennium De-
velopment Goals’ focus has reduced. It has 
reduced probably by about 50 percent. It’s 
uneven, but nonetheless it’s going in the 
right direction, as indeed is child survival. 
Today, many more women are receiving an-
tenatal care and we’ve somewhat closed 

the rural-urban gap. But, on the downside, 
inequalities in access to pregnancy advice 
are striking. The bulk of those regions, well 
those regions account for the bulk of deaths 
from preventable causes. Critically, we have 
simply failed when it comes to children giv-
ing birth to children. We have made almost 
no inroads at all on girls under the age of 16 
bearing children. It’s very diffi cult to under-
stand how we could have had a discourse 
on sustainable development and have so 
profoundly failed children, and so profoundly 
failed to address the sexual and reproduc-
tive needs of children. 

My own guess is that the West has a lot to 
answer for in that regard, because we have 
– as donors and as policy leaders – failed 
to move beyond our comfort zones. This is 

a discomfort zone – to admit that there is 
sexual activity in the very young and we dis-
guise that discomfort by saying things like 
‘child marriage’ is somehow a cultural issue, 
or an issue of tradition. If that twelve year old 
I saw last week had been a boy presented 
in an emergency room with broken legs and 
broken arms, we would have called it child 
abuse. Because it is a girl presenting her re-
productive health having been married, we 
dare to talk about tradition and culture. If it 
were a child being forced into public domain 
and adult behaviour at the point of a gun, 
we would talk about child soldiers and we 
would campaign against child soldiers. But 
it’s a girl, being married at the age of ten and 
somehow we have let ourselves off the hook 
of confronting that, and that simply cannot 
continue. 
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One of the reasons why the Millennium De-
velopment Framework, I think, has failed, is 
that the values of human rights, the rule of 
law, accountability and social inequity have 
not been woven thoroughly into the fabric of 
the development agenda. The opportunity 
lies ahead of us to climb that hill in the future 
narrative and to ensure that universal values 
are universally applied. There can be no cul-
ture, creed, tradition, religion or affectation 
that makes it okay for a child to bear a child.

For UNFPA, the starting point is not only 
with the growing world’s population, we also 
want to urge you to consider consumption 
alongside that. Yes, the population’s grow-
ing, and by 2050 it will be 2 billion – it will go 
from 7 to 9 billion in the next 30 years, recall-
ing that there were just 2 billion in 1950. It 

took us until 1950 to get to 2 billion; we are 
going to add 2 billion in 40 years. Feeding 
those people is something for which we are 
ill-equipped. Even in 2030, feeding 8 billion 
people will take an increase in food produc-
tion of about 50 percent. 

We’ll need 45 percent more energy and 
30 percent more fresh water. By 2030, we 
won’t be able to bend the population curve 
acutely enough to transform this outcome, 
because the parents of the next generation 
are already born. But demography isn’t des-
tiny, demography is the product of today’s 
policies and small differences that we can 
achieve in fertility rates – as Bangladesh and 
the minister so powerfully presented mod-
els for us – small differences can make over 
time a huge, huge change. 

But to bend that population curve of growth 
downwards and away from the ‘unsustain-
able results for the planet’ arc in which we 
travel, we can’t begin with systems and 
technical innovations and wish for mira-
cles or high-sounding principles, we have 
to begin with individuals, with the unique 
and singular and invaluable nature of every 
individual human being. The pathway for-
ward, actually, lies in human rights. It lies 
in expanding individual freedoms and op-
portunities, universal access to voluntary 
family planning, honouring young people’s 
rights to education with a particular focus 
on girls, empowering women, reducing un-
planned and unintended pregnancy through 
strengthening gender equality. 

We know what the answers are. We know 
that the pathway to slower population 
growth is paved with human dignity. The 

research shows that family planning is far 
more likely to be effective when human 
rights are at its centre: respectful treatment, 
privacy, confi dentiality, complete and ac-
curate information, a choice of appropriate 
methods. And when these are offered in the 
context of integrated sexual and reproduc-
tive health services, we know fertility rates 
come down. And furthermore, as women 
are provided with the opportunity to exercise 
their human rights, and choose the number 
of children they have, the family changes. 
And you move from a resilient individual to 
a resilient family. That means a family where 
more investment can be made in each child, 
converting to children with better health and 
better education. That in turn creates resil-
ient communities of informed, educated and 
healthy citizens, which in turn, can gener-
ate resilient economies – inclusive and sus-
tainable, which in turn, can meet the chal-
lenges of a planetary and species system 
under grave threat and for which resilience 
is needed.

Conclusion
Segueing  into the next narrative beyond the 
current MDGs, it’s vitally important that we 
demand a ‘future-loyal’ development agen-
da. We have to address the future, not just 
the current needs. It’s far easier in political 
environments to consider and prioritise the 
here and now, than to invest in the future, 
and there are urgent, immediate needs. But 
even the most hard-pressed of us and the 
most hard-pressed of development budgets 
in particular, and also economies must look 
to the future, and for that we need the disci-
pline of the public health paradigm and the 
urgency of the emergency room. We have 
to open and extend and expand our strate-

gic horizons, because today we stand in the 
dock and it’s our grandchildren and children 
who line the judicial benches and the great-
est paradigm shift we need is to act today 
for a more distant tomorrow. 

The test of this coming narrative on the 
world’s aspirations for its future will be on 
how well we balance urgency with foresight, 
how well we match scale with personal 
preference, how well the world focuses on 
the village and on the home, how well we 
take global population dynamics and ensure 
there is a place for the individual and for the 
self.

Our test will be our leadership, not for the 
powerful, but for the least powerful. The 
impact we need is to challenge those who 
want for nothing to be accountable to those 
who have nothing but want. We need a de-
velopment agenda that provides for resil-
ience in the individual, ensuring that sexual 
and reproductive health and rights goes to 
the very heart of the resilience self. It’s the 
essence of identity and it’s a core human 
rights obligation and there is a fundamental 
link to the physical and mental integrity in-
herent in sexual and reproductive health and 
well-being and the ability of individuals to 
participate fully in their communities. 

We do need a development agenda that 
responds to and engages with young peo-
ple. It is clear that 1.8 billion young people 
are a talent bonus to be realised. And, if 
given a chance through preserving their right 
to childhood and enabling a progression 
through a protected and empowered ado-
lescence into adulthood, then we have 1.8 
billion opportunities for talented contribution 
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to solutions. Especially important are the 
600 million adolescent girls whose decisions 
today are changing our world tomorrow. 
If every girl could stay in school, have the 
number of children she desires, live free from 
gender-based violence and discrimination, 
we would not only end child marriage, we 
would improve the health of families, bring 
increased prosperity to transforming health 
outcomes. We need every fi nance minister, 
every treasurer to understand that tomorrow 
is today aged ten.

We also need a development agenda that 
responds to and activates older people. 
Globally, the number of older people aged 
over 60 or so is projected to increase to 
more than 2 billion in 2050, and they are 
of the oldest and fastest-growing popula-
tion group. In our development discourse, 
we are ill-equipped to deal today with the 
needs of that 60 and aging population of to-
morrow. But we also need a development 
agenda that tackles consumption. It’s easy 
to talk about population growth from the 
privilege of countries who, because they 
have had access to family planning for dec-
ades now, are troubled about how little their 
population is growing. But there is an impor-
tant discourse to be integrated that at the 
moment is fractured and fragmented in the 
international community anyway. It’s frag-
mented by the North talking about growth 
and the South talking about consumption. 
Until we can bring them together and fi nd 
an integrated account of our aspirations uni-
versally for the world, there is little hope for a 
sustainable development agenda.

Five per cent of the world’s population uses 
23 per cent of the entire supply of energy; a 

child born in Europe accounts for 11 times 
more gas emissions and a North American 
child 24 times more gas emissions than one 
child born in Africa. About 70 per cent of the 
world’s population growth will occur up to 
2015 in about 20 countries in sub-Saharan 
Africa and Asia if you take China out of the 
equation. Okay – 70 per cent of growth. Only 
4 per cent of it will occur in the United States, 
but the additional carbon emission that 4 per 
cent will generate will be larger than all of the 
20 other countries where the 70 per cent 
growth will occur. That 4 per cent of increase 
in the United States’ population based on 
current per capita emission will emit a larger 
amount than all of the growth that will occur 
in the 20 countries in Asia and Africa. It is 
not only a game of numbers. So we need 
stronger research, we need more accurate 
information and we need better accountabil-
ity. Many countries lack even the most ba-
sic population data. From birth registration 
through to causes of death, we simply do 
not know enough to be responsible and ac-
countable for how we shape a future for our 
children, our grandchildren and indeed their 
children.

The only meaningful way forward is to en-
large freedoms, to develop inclusive econ-
omy, to build sustainable development, but 
critically to put resilience in front of popu-
lation and to make the population agenda 
start fi rst and foremost with the resilient in-
dividual.           



Nelly Lukale 

Programme Associate, World 
Young Women’s Christian 
Association (YWCA), Kenya

Yvens Reis Reyner 

Youth Advocat, Youth Coalition 
for Sexual and Reproductive 
Rights, Brazil

Reply by youth 

representatives
We are grateful for the chance to speak to 
you and to respond to Kate Gilmore’s key-
note. Indeed, it is a special opportunity for 
us to be here sharing this space with so 
many different stakeholders, with people 
from around the globe, all discussing the 
future of our world and our societies. This 
year’s dialogue is even more special, be-
cause a third of the participants are young 
people – something we value as an impor-
tant demonstration of the commitment of 
our organisations to include young people 
in decision-making processes and of the 
commitment of young people to effecting 
change. 

Today, more than half of our 7 billion people 
are young people. As a group we are hu-
gely diverse. We are men, women, intersex 
and transgender people; gay, lesbian, bise-
xual and queer and questioning people; we 
are sex workers; people living with HIV; mi-
grants and refugees and people living with 
disabilities. Regardless of our backgrounds 
or which specifi c populations we might be a 
part of, young people have rights that need 
to be respected and upheld. Our sexual 
rights and reproductive rights are human 
rights and must be recognised as such. If 
we want to work towards sustainable de-
velopment, we cannot afford to continue 
ignoring the rights of young people. We 
want every young person to have access 
to information, education and services that 
optimise sexual and reproductive health. 
This includes access to the widest range 
of contraceptive methods and to safe and 
legal abortion. 

Young people, and particularly young wo-
men, must be empowered to participate 
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and contribute equally and, simultane-
ously, we must also continue to actively 
involve men in promoting gender equality. 
To be successful in this, quality education, 
including comprehensive sexuality educa-
tion and employment opportunities must 
be guaranteed. A young woman, who 
accesses education and has enough in-
formation to decide if and when to have 
children, will have a better chance of en-
tering the workforce and contributing fully 
in society.

When we talk about people, development 
and the environment we must remember 
that although population dynamics do have 
implications on the environment and food 
security, they are not the sole factor. Richer 
countries with stagnant or negative popula-
tion growth have been signifi cant drivers of 
climate change. On the other hand, poorer 
countries with rapid population growth of-
ten contribute the least to climate change 
and suffer the most with their livelihoods 
and food security affected. It is critical that 
we question our consumption patterns, 
and more generally, the development mo-
dels of not only middle and low-income, 
but also of high-income countries. 

We have enough resources to feed our 
population now and in the future. But in 
order to maintain ecosystem services and 
biodiversity we have to make sure that re-
sources are managed in a sustainable way. 
Therefore, we also have to address issues 
like land-grabbing, bio fuel production, pro-
duction of cash-crops and so forth which 
reduce the area available for food pro-
duction and which will ultimately infl uence 
energy and trade policies.

We need to put the money where our 
mouths are. Addressing these pressing 
issues requires our governments to take 
a step forward to ensure that they have 
enough money to meet our needs and that 
it will be spent effi ciently and in the most 
useful way. Governments of all countries 
have to make sure that money is spent on 
action rather than on bureaucracy, they 
should be held accountable for the use of 
funds and young people should be involved 
in all stages of decision-making and con-
trol. And fi nally, corruption and nepotism 
must not be tolerated.

As you can see there’s plenty to do. Govern-
ments, civil society and the private sector 
have made commitments in the past and 
will be committing to new goals and docu-
ments soon, but we all need to ensure that 
this does not mean having too many differing 
agendas. We need an agenda that addres-
ses our needs in a comprehensive way, we 
need acceptable and achievable goals and, 
last but not least, we need real commitment 
to achieve change. We look forward to wor-
king with you to make sure that this hap-
pens.       
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Executive Summary

Summary of discussion threads in the 
working groups on population dynamics 
linking to ‘governance’, ‘food and nutri-
tion security’ and ‘sustainability’

Common issues
Looking at the three working groups we 
can recognise that there are four thematic 
areas which they have in common: youth, 
gender, (disaggregated) data, governance 
and the rural / urban divide.

‘Youth’: the participants stressed in par-
ticular that youth should be more involved 
in political processes at all levels – on the 
community level being part of local solu-
tions, as well as at the governmental level. 
Their participation should be mainstreamed 
in organisations and institutions. The con-
cept of youth should be changed; they 
should be respected and also regarded as 
active players. For example: ‘don’t only col-
lect data about youth, but ask them which 

data are needed in order to involve youth in 
the policies and also let them collect data 
themselves.’ 

‘Gender’: the participants reaffi rmed the 
feminisation of poverty especially in rural 
areas. They stressed that young rural but 
also urban women lack reproductive rights, 
reproductive health services and access 
to family planning methods, which makes 
it hard to space children. Therefore there 
must be higher commitment to empower 
women and also vulnerable groups. 

‘Governance’: the issue was discussed 
in the context of legal frameworks, rights, 
and the role of civil society and the par-
ticipation of vulnerable groups in decision-
making processes. The participants also 
emphasised that gender inequity in laws 
and regulations should be recognised and 
changed and all stakeholders should be 
involved. 

‘Data’: the participants agreed that there 
should be more, better and reliable data. 
The importance of disaggregation of data 
was stressed. These should be available for 
everybody and they should be used for deci-
sion-making purposes. Data can be used as 
the basis to design sexual and reproductive 
health services for young people so that they 
meet their actual wants and needs. Many 
participants gave weight to interdisciplinary 
research in order to generate data.

Rural and urban divide focused on land 
reform processes and specifi c education for 
rural youths and women to give job perspec-
tives. It was said that rural development poli-
cies could reduce rural-to-urban migration.

Implication for population dynamics
The consequences of population dynamics 
on issues like governmental planning, envi-
ronment as well as on food and nutrition se-
curity were also discussed: ideas mentioned 
were to encourage the adoption of integrated 
approaches to development which means 
the implementation of integrated population, 
health or environment projects. Research and 
data analysis should be supported to pro-
mote cross-sectoral strategies. 

Youth must have the chance to get out of 
poverty when growing into adults; society 
should give them specifi c health and nutrition 
services. The governments should work inter-
sectorally and take into account the linkages 
between population and environment. They 
should conduct sexual reproductive health 
programmes for adolescents. Cooperation 
projects should also include traditional or-
ganisations, faith-based organisations, cul-
tural and traditional leaders.

Specifi cities
The working group on environment discussed 
as a specifi c topic ‘energy policy’. Invest-
ments in alternative non-fossil-fuel-based en-
ergy were mentioned as well as development 
strategies that are not harmful to the environ-
ment. The participants stressed that in the 
fi rst instance careful planning must go hand 
in hand with changes in local communities.

The working group on ‘government’ was di-
vided into four subgroups, according to the 
regions the participants came from. There 
was a group from Pakistan, Nepal, East-
Africa, and South-Africa. The Pakistan group 
emphasised on human rights and the role of 
civil society. They stressed that civil society 
should be mobilised for all topics that touch 
on population dynamics and reproductive 
health. 

The existence of legal frameworks was im-
portant for the Pakistan group as well as the 
Nepal group. Since the Nepali Government 
failed to reach an agreement on a new con-
stitution, the Nepali participants underlined 
that there is a lack of transparency and ac-
countability and therefore called for action in 
this fi eld. 

The South and East-African subgroups dis-
cussed the impact of population dynamics 
on the different generations especially on 
the older generation and on youth. They 
stressed that rapid population growth in-
creases the risk of the exclusion of large 
parts of the population.    

Working Groups – Executive summary



Introduction

Population dynamics show an unprecedented demographic change. It is estimated that by 
2100 the world’s population will amount to approximately 10.1 billion, reaching 9.3 billion 
by the middle of the century. Essentially, most of the growth will take place in less devel-
oped countries, predominantly among the poorest parts of the populations. Between 2011 
and 2100 the population of high-fertility countries, which includes most of sub-Saharan 
Africa, is projected to triple and increase from 1.2 billion to 4.2 billion1. 

The above described demographic developments impose great pressure on governments 
to adequately adjust to the arising challenges. Growing populations amplify demands and 
challenge the states’ capacity to meet the requirements necessary for delivering adequate 
services. Moreover, rapid population growth increases the risk of exclusion and marginali-
sation of large parts of the population and thus, challenges the capacity of a state to take 
the lead for a sustainable development process. The issues and challenges that arise with 
an enormous growth of the population in a country are therefore central to and fundamen-
tally inter-related with the political governance of the state in interaction with its society. 

The resilience of a state, i.e. its ability to deal with all kinds of challenges and respond to 
them in a responsible and development-oriented way, depends largely on its institutions, 
its performance and its legitimacy. How decisions are made, policies are formulated and 
implemented is therefore crucial for sustainable development processes and the stability of 
state. With the aim of preventing rising population numbers to have a destabilising impact 
on a state, inclusive and effective political negotiation mechanism between state and soci-
ety need to be in place. Besides necessary preconditions such as the availability of statis-
tics and reliable data on population factors for national planning processes, state players 
can only govern and manage the state in a sustainable way if they engage in a constructive 
dialogue with an informed, articulated and organised civil society and private sector. The 
national policy planning processes thereby can be seen as constant processes of negotia-
tions between the state and its society. Governments can only obtain suffi cient information 
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at the right place to judge the scope and impact of future population dynamics and take 
decisions about adequate policies to address resulting challenges if they have a continu-
ous dialogue about needs and perspectives with all societal groups. Politically involving 
the different population groups in the policy planning and implementation processes might 
be a challenging task at fi rst, but will be a rewarding exercise, since taking into account 
all societal interests will ultimately lead to more effi cient policy design, thus making service 
delivery more targeted and citizen-oriented. It also increases transparency and account-
ability in political processes and fosters general acceptance for political decisions. This 
consequently contributes to a stronger ownership and commitment to reforms as well as to 
greater legitimacy of state institutions. 

In these processes, special attention should be placed on including the marginalised parts 
of society. As the number of young people (i.e. according to the offi cial United Nations defi -
nition the age group of 0 to 24 years old) – a group that often fi nds itself in a disadvantaged 
and marginalised positions even today – will continue to increase over the 20-year period 
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 - What kind of demographic data or population dynamics analysis could make a differ-
ence for governance, policies, and cooperation strategies? 

 - Development Cooperation programmes: What are possible entry points for the promo-
tion of political involvement on the national and decentralised level in developing coun-
tries with fast-growing populations? What are successful development cooperation ap-
proaches with respect to promoting active political involvement of young people? What 
are the challenges of such approaches? Should governance programmes in coun-
tries / regions with a very high and fast growing percentage of youth be designed differ-
ently? Can governance programmes benefi t from lessons learned from political partici-
pation approaches in sexual and reproductive health and rights programmes?      

from 1.06 billion in 2000 to about 1.2 billion in 20202 – it seems particularly important to 
place a special focus on this group: all public policies have to be child and youth focused, 
youth-led and youth need to be involved and included into the formulation, decisions about, 
implementation and monitoring and evaluation of, as appropriate, local, national, regional 
and international development strategies and policies. 

In conclusion, constructive state-society relations are a key element for the development of 
resilient states, enabling a sustainable development-oriented management of growing pop-
ulations and responsible population policies. Promoting resilient states and constructive 
state-society relations is therefore a substantial part of German development cooperation 
efforts as underlined by the Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development 
(BMZ) in its strategy paper ‘Promoting Resilient States and Constructive State-Society Re-
lations – Legitimacy, Transparency and Accountability.3’

Objectives
The objective of this workshop was to provide experts from different sectors with the op-
portunity to build a better understanding of the linkages between population dynamics and 
constructive state-society relations to explore the potential role of population dynamics in 
the debate on political involvement, and make a case for a stronger consideration of gov-
ernance aspects in the debate on population dynamics. The workshop aims at providing a 
platform for exchange, building partnerships and planning for concerted efforts. A specifi c 
focus was on the role of youth, including active youth participation in the working group.

Questions for discussion
 - What are the main risks and challenges of growing populations for the governance situ-

ation in developing countries? What can political involvement change about it? 

 - Current status: How is the increasing number of youth involved in policy design today? 
What are examples of positive experience? What are ways of articulating interests and 
needs for example with regard to health issues of young generations? What makes par-
ticipation mechanisms for young people sustainable and successful? Is there a differ-
ence between countries or regions with fast- and those with slow growing populations?

 - How can governance aspects and lessons learned be better considered in the debate 
on population dynamics? What is the value added?

2_ http://www.unfpa.org/upload/lib_pub_fi le/29_fi lename_rhemployment.pdf
3_ BMZ Special 168 ‘Promoting Resilient States and Constructive State-Society Relations – Legitimacy, Transparency and Accountability’ (2010) http://www.bmz.

de/en/publications/type_of_publication/strategies/spezial168.pdf
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John F. May

Center for Global Development 
and Adjunct Professor of 
Demography at Georgetown 
University, Washington, DC

Keynote
Youth – why does it matter?
Today, the population under 25 is estimated 
at 3.1 billion people. This is 45 per cent of 
the world population of 7.1 billion people. 
The current size of the world’s population 
ages 15-24 is 1.2 billion. This group is ex-
pected to grow during the next 20 years 
(source: Population Reference Bureau). The 
Medium variant of the 2010 United Nations 
population projections may prove too opti-
mistic, because fertility might decline more 
slowly in Least Developed Countries and es-
pecially in sub-Saharan Africa. 

Youth– where do they live?
About 90 per cent of youth live in developing 
countries. Half of them live in cities (urban 
areas, whatever defi ned).

What is the youth bulge?
The concept of youth bulge refers to the 
weight of youth in the adult population. Situ-
ations in which a high proportion (40 per cent 
or more) of the population is 15–29 years 
old, relative to the adult population (above 
age 15); however, other defi nitions are being 
used, e.g., proportion of youth (either 15–24 
or 15–29) to labor force population (15–64) 
(May 2012: 281).

Youth – What is at stake?
The youth must undergo fi ve major transi-
tions, namely learning after primary school 
age, starting a productive working life, adopt-
ing a healthful lifestyle, forming a family, and 
exercising citizenship (World Bank 2006).

Youth: major challenges
First, how can youth manage the 5 transi-
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tions? Namely learn, work, be healthy, start 
a family and become a citizen? Second, how 
can youth be heard and especially organise?

Youth – stakeholders
From both public and private sectors, the 
three key groups are the youth advocates, 
the policymakers, and the program manag-
ers (Gribble 2010).

Youth and the state
The state’s capacity might be overwhelmed 
by the ‘rising of the youth’. There is also a 
need for political negotiation processes be-
tween state and society. Last but not least, 
the state must be inclusive and equitable in 
the distribution of available resources.

Youth – key policies
Five main policies are necessary, namely use 
a multisectoral approach, start with children, 
recognise youth’s changing needs, reach 
out-of-school youth, and coordinate pro-
gramme efforts (Gribble 2010).

References
Gribble, J. (2010).’Investing in youth for national develop-
ment’. Policy Brief. Washington, DC: Population Refer-
ence Bureau.

May, J.F. (2012).World Population Policies: Their Origin, 
Evolution, and Impact, New York, NY: Springer.

Population Reference Bureau, Washington, DC. Files & 
www.prb.org.

World Bank. (2006). World development report 2007: 
Development and the next generation. Washing-
ton, DC: The World Bank.    
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Léonie Jana Wagner 

Consultant, Deutsche 
Gesellschaft für Internationale 
Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) GmbH

Keynote

The main points are:

The relationship between population dy-
namics and political participation from a 
governance perspective:

 - Growing populations create demand 
and may constrain the state’s capacity 
to meet the requirements necessary for 
delivering adequate services.

 - Population dynamics raise questions 
concerning a fair distribution of available 
resources.

 - Rapid population growth increases the 
risk of exclusion and marginalisation of 
large parts of the population.

 - To prevent rising population numbers to 
have a destabilising impact on a state, 
inclusive and functioning political nego-
tiation processes between state and so-
ciety need to be in place. 

 - Hence, constructive state-society rela-
tions and political participation are key 
elements for the development of resil-
ient states: These elements enable a 
sustainable management of growing 
populations as well as the formulation 
and implementation of responsible, ef-
fective and citizen-oriented population 
policies.

The approach of German Development 
Cooperation to promote constructive 
state-society relations and political par-
ticipation:

Political involvement, as understood in Ger-
man Development Cooperation, means all 
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forces within society having an equal say in 
political decisions. In this context, the objec-
tive of German Development Cooperation is 
to enable different interest groups and so-
cial groups (particularly the disadvantaged 
or marginalised) to participate in political 
processes on an equal footing and to have 
proper representation.

To achieve this objective, the approach of 
German Development Cooperation focuses 
on three dimensions that are interdependent 
and mutually reinforcing:

 - building and consolidating the legal and 
institutional framework

 - strengthening civil society
 - improving the capacity of the state

More information on the German Development Co-
operation´s multi-dimensional strategy to foster construc-
tive state-society relations can be found in the following 
document: BMZ Special 168 (2009): ‘Promoting Resilient 
States and Constructive State-Society Relations. Trans-
parency, accountability, legitimacy.’ http://www.bmz.de/
en/publications/type_of_publication/strategies/spezial168.
pdf              
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The German Approach: A Multidimensional Strategy

Promoting Empowerment

Strengthening Advocacy-
capacities and manage-
ment skills

Ensuring internal good 
governance structures

interaction, dialogue

Transparency,
accountability, 
responsiveness

Demand for transparency, 
accountability and 

participation

negotiation processes

constructive
state-society-relations

Democratic environment and rules of 
law structures

Institutionalizing participation mecha-
nisms and dialogue structures

Establishing public scrutiny and 
accountability mechanisms

Enhance democratic 
consclousness of actors in 
government, parliament and 
public administration

Enable state actors to shape 
political decision-making 
processes in such a way 
that civil soceiety is able to 
play an active role

Enabling state offi cials to 
competently deal with civic 
engagement and to be 
transparent and 
accountable

Improving the capacity 
of the state

Strengthening civil 
society

Building and consolida-
ting the legal and instituti-

onal framework



Jotham Musinguzi 

Regional Director, Partners in 
Population and Development 
Africa Regional Offi ce (PPD ARO)

Refl ection by Rapporteur
Let me take you through the recommenda-
tions that came out of the group on gov-
ernance. We had a group coming from Ne-
pal; we had one from Pakistan and South 
Africa. Finally we had the 4th group, which 
we called ‘East Africa’. It included Tanzania, 
Uganda, and Kenya as well. It was very clear 
that each group had its own characteristics. 
Things were different. It was very clear that 
each of these countries had some very dif-
ferent issues, different priorities with different 
impacts.

Recommendation – Data
 - Civil registration as a human right
 - Biometrical data
 - Long-term planning based on sci-

entifi c data
 - De-politicise, democratise data / 

transparent use of data --> Gov-
ernance

 - Strengthening the national statis-
tic institutions / Capacity develop-
ment for collection and usage of 
data

Let me briefl y explain what we agreed 
on. We emphasised the data. We rec-
ommended that civil registration should 
be regarded as a human right. When we 
are doing long-term planning, we should 
base it on scientifi c data. In terms of the 
use of data for governance, it should be 
transparent, but we also need to politicise 
and democratise it. Data should be avail-
able to everybody, to civil society and gov-
ernment. We need to link it to the process 
of politics. This is also a recommendation 
for the donor countries; it has to be very 
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clear that we need to build capacities – 
strengths and capacities.

Recommendation – Education
 - Provision of education
 - Equal access to education
 - Incentives for education of girls
 - Secondary education 
 - Encourage intergenerational dialogue

We said that the provision of basic educa-
tion should be stressed and there should be 
equal access to education. We are talking 
here in terms of girls and boys; we are also 
talking in terms of education, for example, 
whether it is private education, whether it is 
private school or public school education. 
The standards can be different. Therefore, 
we need to make sure that it is harmonised. 
If you don’t pay attention to that, you will 
have education that is really not useful for 
the country. We need to emphasise the 

question of girls, i.e. how to improve and 
strengthen their enrolment. There is another 
very important issue – how to enable and to 
encourage intergenerational dialog.

Recommendation – Youth par-
ticipation
 - Recognise the potential of youth
 - Respectful treatment 
 - Drafting of a national youth policy 

--> anchored in the constitution

In terms of youth participation, we agreed 
that we need to recognise the potential of 
the involvement of youth, the participation of 
youth, and we mean here meaningful par-
ticipation and not just talking. They should 
be involved in a fundamental way. We should 
also treat them with respect when we are 
dealing with youth. Whether you are talking 
about a national constitution, or constitu-
tions for parties, they need to be included in 
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these constitutions. That’s the only way we 
can make sure that the participation of youth 
is taken seriously, is sustainable on long-
term basis as well.

Recommendation – Governance 
 - Fight political insecurity
 - Anti-corruption / transparency
 - Support drafting a constitution
 - Support electing a government
 - Capacity development for state 

actors /  public servants

When it came to the issue of governance, we 
found out it depends from which nation you 
come. There may be some different views; 
in some areas, we know there is political 
insecurity and this needs to be fought and 
reduced. In some areas we need to reduce 
corruption and enhance transparencies. In 
some countries like Nepal, you don’t have 
the question of constitution, while in others 
there is no well elected government, so that 
might become an issue. We need to improve 
capacity for state actors, but also for civil 
servants. They need to build up their capac-
ity, if we are really going to improve things on 
the ground. 

Recommendation – Involvement of
 - Community leaders
 - Civil society
 - Traditional clusters

We talked about the need to involve com-
munity leaders themselves and civil soci-
ety in the communities. These are important 
players. Some of our countries have cultural 
leaders and they also need to be involved. 
There are also religious leaders. We need to 
make sure that we reach out to them, that 

they become important, are respected and 
have a role to play.

Recommendation – Women em-
powerment
 - Quota systems on all levels
 - Income generation for women

In terms of women empowerment, we said 
that there is a need for a quota system at all 
levels, but this was very debatable indeed. 
Quotas do not always serve good purposes. 
But still we have to look at them. There are 
examples where they really have been use-
ful. But you need to be careful about quotas 
and what you do with them. It has to be in 
context. But besides quotas, income-gener-
ating activities for women are also important. 
They bring perspectives that women other-
wise wouldn’t be able to get. Income-gener-
ating activities empower women and create 
great opportunity.

Recommendation – Service delivery
 - Youth-friendly service e.g. by peers
 - Child and youth-friendly local gov-

ernments

Lastly, we talked about service deliveries 
and the need to have youth-friendly servic-
es. The question of involving peers in order 
to provide these services is an aspect to be 
discussed. Involving peers is not a panacea, 
does not necessarily mean that they have 
been youth-friendly. There may be other ac-
tors as well. The important thing is to make 
sure that children and youth are respected in 
these services.        
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Refl ection by 
Youth Representative
First of all, I would like to say that the group 
worked very well and that we all appreci-
ated everyone’s opinions. As you could see, 
youth was a point in itself and we need to 
work more on intersectionality.

Firstly, we leave youth out when we talk 
about data collection, and yet we were 
talking about the fact that we are half of the 
world’s population. We could also have a 
very important role to play in collecting that 
data instead of only being subjects of that 
information. It’s not only about how much 
is the population, we have seen very good 
examples in some countries – young people 
collecting data on vaccination and things like 
that in places like India.

We talked about quotas, and a lot of peo-
ple talked about quotas for women, which I 
very much agree with. But I think we should 
also talk about quotas for young people 
and try to help enforce a bit more youth 
participation – not only in numbers, but also 
in quality.

We talked about education; I think we could 
also talk a bit more about life skills. We talked 
about quality education, that education has 
to be enabling so that youth can enter the 
workforce. I come from the sexual reproduc-
tive health and rights group – I think there 
was a complete lack of mention of compre-
hensive sexuality education. But I think this 
is very important for sexual and reproductive 
health and rights, because it is also linked to 
the participation of young women.
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If we are talking about participation and 
governance, we need to ensure that 
young women and young girls can actively 
participate. Another aspect we could ad-
dress is violence. We should also talk a bit 
more about ‘how to institutionalise youth 
participation’. 

We talked about quality, but we need to 
mention a bit more about how we want to 
make it happen and to build those capaci-
ties. I don’t know if it’s just me, but when 
we talked about these new governments in 
these countries that are in very early stages 
of developing their institutions, in my head I 
had the idea that we are building capaci-
ties but for old men who are going to be 

in charge of the government. So let’s make 
sure that, when we talk about building ca-
pacities, it is also about building capacities 
for young people, so that they can be actively 
involved in the government. 

I want to add one last point about service 
delivery. When we talked about it, we 
talked a lot about sexual and reproductive 
health services, but we are half of the world’s 
population. When we talk about youth-
friendly services, we talk about educational 
services and public services. But we have to 
think outside the comfort zone of believing 
that young people only want to go the hos-
pital or to school. I think these are some of 
the issues we could work on a bit more.    
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Introduction
The impact of human lifestyles on the environment is becoming ever more evident. Statistics 
and data show that long-term economic and social development can only succeed if there 
is simultaneously sustainable conservation of the environment and natural resources. Nev-
ertheless, the environmental aspect is often accorded a lower priority whenever there is a 
perceived or actual confl ict with economic goals.

Developing countries are bearing the main burden of environmental degradation and global 
climate change mainly induced by industrialised and industrialising nations and leading to a 
dramatic deterioration of basic means of livelihood, especially among the poorest population 
groups. Seven per cent of the world population is responsible for half of global green house 
gases, whereas the poor half of the global population living in Least Developed Countries 
(LDCs) only contribute seven per cent of greenhouse gas emissions. 

Poorer communities are affected most by environmental degradation since they are directly 
reliant on ecosystem services for their well-being. The livelihoods of more than one billion 
people depend directly on natural resources. Damage to the environment, as well as a lack 
of clean water and land suitable for farming or growing food, leads to more hunger, illness, 
poverty and reduced opportunities to make a living.

Efforts to improve the wellbeing of the current population, and to adapt to the increasing 
needs of a growing population, not only require a more equitable distribution of goods, ser-
vices and income, but also depend on higher economic output. Especially the LDCs are 
showing remarkably high rates of economic growth (4.1 per cent per annum for 2000-2008 
as compared to 1.6 per cent for Developed Countries). 

Population dynamics will interface with climate change in ways that intensify several other 
mechanisms, such as natural resources, food and water scarcity as well as societal / indi-
vidual resilience and vulnerability. Slower population growth would help build social resilience 
to environmental degradation and climate change’s impacts. Experiences on the ground 
show that there is an urgent need to support local action to increase adaptive capacity. This 
requires holistic approaches to improve people’s lives and livelihoods including sexual and 
reproductive health while preserving their natural environment.
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The population-environment-development debate is important to us because it provides a 
framework for understanding intersectoral linkages. Challenges of achieving economically 
and environmentally sustainable development taking into consideration diverse popula-
tion dynamics require the right analytical tools and strategic approaches. Rapid population 
growth, declining agricultural productivity, and natural resource degradation are not isolated 
from one another. In fact: they are intimately related, which underlines the importance of inte-
grating other sectors in order to develop adequate solutions to the problems at hand.

Objectives
The objective of this workshop was to provide experts from different sectors with the oppor-
tunity to build a better understanding of the linkages between population dynamics, SRHR 
and environment / climate / resources and explore the potential role of population dynamics in 
the debate on the conservation of the environment and to make a case for a stronger consid-
eration of SRHR, gender and health, but also research, technology and innovation.

The younger generation plays a key role in sustainable development on our planet. Young 
people who are active in environmental protection today could become the decision-makers 
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of tomorrow – and in any case, they are affected by the consequences of our current ap-
proach to nature. They should be given a strong voice.

The workshop aimed at providing a platform for exchange, building partnerships and plan-
ning for concerted efforts. Outcomes of the workshop should be the defi nition of concrete 
next steps and priority actions.

Questions for discussion
 - How do population dynamics (size, age structure, spatial composition, development) 

infl uence environmental degradation? How can we use demographic transition for an 
energy turnaround?

 - On the one hand, how does environmental degradation impact the population (dynam-
ics), and how does it infl uence the resilience and vulnerability especially of the poorer 
populations?

 - On the other hand, how can energy effi ciency, consumption patterns and sustainability be 
linked to socio-economic progress in LDCs? What is the role of science, technology and 
innovation, education, higher education and research?

 - What would be the added advantage of parallel investment in climate-friendly technolo-
gies, education on sustainable consumption patterns and addressing population dynam-
ics through rights-based family planning (globally, but more specifi cally in populous coun-
tries – or megacities – with high economic growth rates)?

 - What are the obstacles to adding SRHR components more systematically to environmen-
tal protection programmes and how can they be overcome successfully?

 - How can we feed these inter-sectoral or innovative approaches into the global policy de-
bate and fi nancing arena: Rio plus 20 outcomes, National Adaption Programmes of Ac-
tion (NAPA) process, Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), climate fi nancing, private 
sector involvement?             
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Sarah Harper 

Professor of Gerontology, 
Oxford University and Director 
of the Oxford Institute of 
Population Ageing

The global picture
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Keynote
In 2010 The Royal Society commenced a 
study ‘People and the Planet’ to explore 
the interaction of 21st century population 
change and the changing environment. The 
context behind the study was that the 21st 
century is a critical period for people and the 
planet:

 - Continued growth and widespread 
changes in the world’s human popula-
tion.

 - Unprecedented and increasing levels of 
consumption, unequally distributed.

 - Profound challenges to human health 
and wellbeing, and to the natural envi-
ronment.

The Royal Society convened an internation-
al working group of 22 experts drawn from 
regions across the world, and from demog-
raphy, economics and environmental sci-
ence. Under the chairmanship of Professor 
Sir John Sulston they considered the inter-
actions of population, consumption and the 
environment. This 21 month study, which 
included a wide international consultation 
process with expert evidence from policy, 
practice and academic bodies, resulted in 
the report ‘People and the Planet’.

Outcomes of the study
It is a diverse world – population is about 
much more than total numbers of people.

There are several scenarios about how 
world’s population will develop: 
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Demographic diversity 
Below the picture of global population there is huge
demographic diversity between regions of the world.
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The demographic transition

Least Developed Countries:
High but declining total fertility rates, high 
population growth rates, high youth de-
pendency ratio, high rates of urbanisation.
Less Developed Countries:
Declining total fertility rates, but continued 
population growth, and the potential for a 
demographic dividend
More Developed Countries:
Low total fertility rates, an ageing popula-
tion, possible demographic defi cit

Why is there so much variation?
Drivers of and barriers to demographic 
change are
 - Mortality rate change: social and eco-

nomic development – improved nutri-
tion, sanitation, public health, education, 
and medical care.

 - Fertility rate change: improved health, 
education and empowerment of wom-
en, and increased use of modern family 
planning methods. 

 - Migration: driven by a combination of 
economic, demographic, political, social, 
technological and environmental factors.

 - Urbanisation: rapidly increasing urban 
areas in size both through natural popu-
lation increase, and through steady im-
migration from rural areas.
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2. Consumption shows an unequal 
world
Consumption of material resources (often 
of natural resources) or the consumption of 
goods and services (also known as econom-
ic consumption) are necessary for meeting 
human needs and delivering human wellbe-
ing, but they have different implications for 
the environment. There are huge variations 
in consumption.

The most developed and emerging econo-
mies are consuming too much. The least 
and some less developed countries are 
not consuming enough. We can see a 
convergence of aspirations – towards 
high consumption patterns. Yet, facing a 
fi nite planet, we have to aim for economic 
activities that benefi t the planet, which is 
sustainable. 

What are the measures of consumption?
 - Main current measure of consumption in 

gross domestic product (GDP)
 - Yet this misses much and counts dam-

age to the planet as success
 - Five key capital assets are natural capi-

tal, manufactured or reproducible capi-
tal, human capital, knowledge capital 
and institutional or social capital

What are the drivers of consumption? 
 - Adequate living standards
 - Increase in the population size
 - Preferences and cultural factors
 - Demographic changes, such as popula-

tion ageing and changes in household 
structure, population movement.

 - Resulting in aspirations and consump-
tion patterns converging on levels that 
are unsustainable for a fi nite planet

Changing consumption patterns
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A fi nite planet 
Population and consumption should be con-
sidered together, as it is the combination of the 
two that determines the impact on the planet 
and wellbeing of people. On a planet with fi nite 
resources there are absolute limits to current 
growth patterns. There is need for consump-
tion that benefi ts the planet. How the limits of 
a fi nite planet are approached depends on life-
styles, decisions on consumption and incen-
tives to develop green economies.

For the wellbeing of people and the planet, 
material consumption of those that consume 
the most has to be reduced. What matters 
for people’s lives must be measured, in ad-
dition to GDP and there should be demog-
raphy for wellbeing. 

A crucial demand is the change of our con-
sumption patterns. Therefore we have to 
generate and target for:
 - economic models
 - technology and resource effi ciency
 - incentives
 - behaviour change
 - measuring what matters

Planning for change means:
 - planning for population decline and 

ageing
 - planning for urbanisation
 - planning for migration
 - planning for fl ourishing

The nine high-level recommendations of the 
report of the Royal Society ‘People and the 
Planet’ are: 
1. The international community must bring 

the 1.3 billion people living on less than 
$1.25 per day out of absolute poverty.

2. The most developed and emerging 
economies must stabilise and then re-
duce material consumption.

3. Reproductive health and voluntary fam-
ily planning programmes urgently require 
political leadership and fi nancial commit-
ment. 

4. Population and the environment should 
not be considered as two separate is-
sues.

5. Governments should realise the potential 
of urbanisation to reduce material con-
sumption and environmental impact.

6. Financial and non-fi nancial barriers must 
be overcome to achieve primary and 
secondary education for all.

7. Natural and social scientists should 
increase research efforts on the inter-
actions between consumption, demo-
graphic change and environmental im-
pact.

8. National governments should acceler-
ate the development of comprehensive 
wealth measures. 

9. Collaboration between national govern-
ments is needed to develop socio-eco-
nomic systems and institutions that are 
not dependent on continued material 
consumption.

For more information:
http://www. royalsociety.org/policy/projects/people-planet/
Contact marie.rumsby@royalsociety.org
Tel +44(0) 207 451 2525     



Scott Moreland

Senior Fellow, Futures Group 
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Refl ection by Rapporteur
We looked at population dynamics linking to 
environment and resources. We clustered 
the recommendations into four groups.

Encourage the adoption of integrat-
ed approaches to development

 - Implement integrated population, 
health and environment projects

 - Support research and data anal-
ysis and presentation that pro-
motes cross-sector strategies

 - Integrate ecological service val-
ues into long term decision-mak-
ing

 - Integrate population into environ-
mental planning

 - Reinforce policies and pro-
grammes that improve women’s 
empowerment

The fi rst thing we did was to look at ‘encour-
aging the adoption of integrated approaches 
to development’. There were also a number 
of sub-recommendations, such as encourag-
ing or implementing integrated population, 
health or environment projects, or supporting 
research and data analysis in presentations 
that promote cross-sectoral strategies. We 
talked about strategies that involve both, en-
vironmental and natural resource conserva-
tion and population dynamics, and integrat-
ing ecological service values into long-term 
decision making. This is sort of taking recog-
nition of the fact that natural resources give 
value to society and integrate those into the 
planning for the future. 

Integrating population into environmental 
planning makes sure that, when we are 

looking at environmental planning and long-
term strategies for resource conservation, 
we are recognising the roles that population 
has and that the planning of those resources 
for conservation has on the population as 
well. 

Promote local solutions
 - Encourage the meaningful in-

volvement of local communities in 
programme and policy strategies

 - Involve local groups in the execu-
tion of RH and environmental pro-
grammes

 - Support IE&C programmes aimed 
at empowering local people to be 
more involved in population and 
environmental programmes

 - Encourage multi-sector budget-
ing at the country level

The second cluster of recommendations 
was promoting local solutions. This over-
laps quite a lot with what he heard about 
the governance area. But a lot of the prob-
lems we saw that are being faced in popu-
lation and integrated development are local 
problems. Therefore, we felt that we need 
to put an emphasis on local solutions. That 
means encouraging the meaningful involve-
ment of local communities in programmes 
and policy strategies, particularly in the 
development of those, but also involving 
the local groups in the execution of sexual 
and reproductive health and environment 
programmes. It does not mean that they 
just come to the table and give their two 
cents in terms of the strategies, but that 
they are actually part of the solution as well, 
involving and supporting information, com-
munication and educational programmes 

aimed at empowering the local people to 
be more involved in population and environ-
ment programmes. Finally, we worked on 
the suggestion of encouraging multi-sector 
budgeting at the country level, so that when 
we are looking at national programmes, 
they are intersectoral.

Develop economic government 
development strategies that take 
account of the linkages between 
population and the environment.

 - Encourage investment in alterna-
tive (non-fossil-fuel-based) energy 

 - Develop education and training 
strategies that can assist employ-
ment of the population in high-
value economic sectors

 - Prioritise development strategies 
that are not harmful to the envi-
ronment

 - Identify strategies that have short 
& medium term benefi ts as well as 
long term benefi ts

 - Enhance the transfer of knowl-
edge and technology so as to en-
hance resilience and adaptation 
to environmental challenges

The third cluster was developing economic 
government ‘development’ strategies that 
take into account the linkages between 
the population and the environment. We 
had a number of these, including encour-
aging investment in alternative, that is, 
non-fossil-fuel-based energy. Looking at 
the development of education and training 
strategies that can assist employment of 
the population in what we call ‘high-value’ 
economic sectors, they particularly should 
be targeted towards employing youth 
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graduates from secondary and tertiary 
education, prioritising development strat-
egies that are not harmful to the environ-
ment – that the strategies are sort of green, 
earth-friendly strategies. ‘Identifying strat-
egies that have short- and medium-term 
benefi ts as well as long-term benefi ts’: We 
often talk about the long-term benefi ts and 
we look at population projections over 30 
and 40 years. But the politicians and the 
local communities want action now. They 
want to see benefi ts in short to medium 
terms. This necessarily must not be con-
fl icting. We need to make sure that they get 
the information, that there are short-term 
benefi ts and medium-term benefi ts deriv-
ing from these solutions. The last idea was 
fi nally, enhancing the transfer of know-
ledge and technology to enhance resil-
ience and adaptation to environmental 
challenges.

Create an enabling environment for 
linking population with the environment 
and natural resource management.

 - Break down the vertical pro-
gramme approach by encourag-
ing ‘policy coherence’ and harmo-
nisation, especially among donors

 - Encourage national accountabil-
ity and responsibility for develop-
ment programmes

 - Encourage linkages by creating 
opportunities for different sectors 
to dialogue on options and come 
to consensus

 - Develop global frameworks that 
recognise the shared responsi-
bilities of developed countries and 
developing countries

 - Prepare awareness raising and ad-
vocacy materials for the integration 
of RH into the Post-2015 ‘SDGs’

The fourth area was ‘creating and enabling 
environment for linking population with the 
environment and natural resource manage-
ment’. You might interpret this as another 
governance approach. This involves break-
ing down vertical programme approaches 
by encouraging policy coherence and har-
monisation, especially among the donors. 
Get the donors out of their silos, their verti-
cal silos, and get them thinking about inte-
grated programmes. When they go into the 
countries they are already thinking that way 
and we’ve already talked about how that 
might happen at the local level. Encourage 
national accountability and responsibility for 
development programmes; encourage link-
ages by creating opportunities for different 
sectors to dialogue on options and come to 
a consensus. This again is trying to get the 
different sectors, particularly those involved 
with the more human aspects in population 

and health, to talk to and get into dialogue 
with the natural resource and environmental 
sectors. So that they don’t see that as an 
‘either-or’, but as a ‘win-win’ situation, and 
develop global frameworks that recognise 
the shared responsibilities of the developed 
countries and the developing countries. 
Don’t just talk about Millennium Develop-
ment Goals for the developing countries, but 
talk about world development strategies that 
recognise that there are different roles for dif-
ferent groups and countries, and that they 
are all interlinked. Finally, we talked about 
preparing awareness-raising and advocacy 
materials for the integration of reproduc-
tive health into the Post-2015 agenda.     



John Ilukor
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Refl ection by
Youth Representative
Environmental issues are complex. The 
complexity stems from variations in the form 
of natural resources, ranging from the for-
ests to the lands. We have the fi sheries, we 
have grasslands, and all of these have dif-
ferent characteristics, which actually involve 
and require different levels of intervention. 
When you are trying to develop interventions 
in this kind of setting, you need to develop 
integrated approaches that capture different 
characteristics or attributes of the environ-
ment. 

Specifi cally, from the point of view of youth, 
we agreed that the youth need to be involved 
in environment-related projects because 
they are the most active and environmentally 
destructive group in the population. There-
fore, their involvement in environment is key 
to sustainable environmental management. 
The challenge, however, is how to involve or 
encourage the youth to participate in envi-
ronmental projects. From our discussion, we 
proposed encouraging youth to participate 
in environmentally-friendly projects. It is im-
portant to look at the interests of the youth 
– they are more interested in projects that 
have quick returns. A key example that was 
cited in the discussion was a waste man-
agement project in Nairobi, Kenya. Youth 
were engaged in collecting waste and were 
paid for the service. Youth uses this income 
to acquire basic needs and to meet their 
daily expenditures. The problem is that most 
environmentally-friendly projects take long to 
yield returns while environmentally-unfriendly 
projects yield immediate results; for exam-

ple, cut a tree, burn charcoal and you get 
ready money. Therefore, we need to design 
environmental projects that generate both 
long-term and quick returns.  

The other problem limiting youth participa-
tion in environmentally-friendly projects is 
their lack of control of resources. In most 
natural resource and environmental man-
agement projects, youth have no control 
over the resources that are necessary for 
implementing these projects. As a result, 
youth participation is limited. A colleague 
from Zambia noted that, in the case of large 
scale acquisition of land in Zambia (land-
grabbing), concessions are being paid to 

the elders and not to youth, because they 
do not have land rights. Therefore, there is a 
need to empower youth to have the rights to 
resources. We need to organise youth and 
target youth groups in implementing envi-
ronmental programmes.

Finally, both non-governmental-organisa-
tions (NGOs) and governments need to in-
tegrate environment within the development 
projects that focus on food security and 
health. Similarly, environment-related pro-
jects need to integrate development-related 
projects into their implementations. This 
is key to sustainable environmental man-
agement.           
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Introduction
Out of the 7 billion people that currently inhabit the world, about one billion are living in pov-
erty and nearly one billion people (925 million) are chronically undernourished. But not having 
enough to eat is only part of the problem. What experts refer to as malnutrition or ‘hidden 
hunger’ has assumed dramatic proportions as well: two billion people are affected – almost 
a third of the world’s population. Malnutrition is caused by a defi ciency of vital micronutrients 
(vitamins and trace elements, including minerals) indispensible for the health status of adults 
and children. Today, food and nutrition insecurity is still largely a question of accessibility 
(i.e. household incomes and market channels), but food security and nutrition is also rapidly 
becoming a question of availability (i.e. adequate agricultural output and distribution of food), 
and adequacy (i.e. (cultural) acceptability and quality). In parallel, another aspect of malnutri-
tion, obesity, is increasingly becoming widespread. Today globally more people suffer from 
obesity than form hunger. This has coined the term ‘double burden of food and nutrition 
security’.

Poverty is still the major reason for food and nutrition insecurity. In general, poor households, 
especially in rural areas, are far more likely to lack access to suffi cient and qualitative diets. At 
the same time they also lack formal education as well as health information, services and sup-
plies, including for sexual and reproductive health. Higher rates of fertility among women living 
in poor and rural households will tend to increase the share of those experiencing food and 
nutrition insecurity unless their income rises fast enough to move them out of poverty. This 
vicious cycle impacts on health, including sexual and reproductive health, of future genera-
tions and also comes at a high socioeconomic price. At-risk groups are in particular women 
of child-bearing age, newborns and infants, and the sick and elderly. According to UNICEF, 
insuffi cient or lack of nutrition contributes to more than a third of all child deaths in develop-
ing countries. UNFPA states that among the four major causes of maternal mortality, three 
(haemorrhage, infection, and obstructed labour) involve under- or mal-nutrition. Furthermore, 
Vitamin A-defi cient infants, for example, are at risk of infection, visual impairment and higher 
mortality rates. Chronic under-nutrition as well as anaemia caused by an iron defi ciency im-
pairs the ability of school-age children to learn and reduces adults’ ability to work. 

Population dynamics and food and nutrition security are linked in complex ways. Although 
today there seems to be enough food available to feed the world’s present population, the 
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unequal distribution of food production and food consumption, and continuous growth of 
population lowers the availability of food per capita at household levels. Increasing income 
in developing and transition countries will further shift diets towards process food, meat and 
dairy-products putting additional pressure on food systems. According to the 2010 estimates 
of the UN Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO), world agricultural output will need to grow 
by 70 per cent to feed a population of 9 billion people with rising levels and changing patterns 
of consumption. However, the global food supply trends today give a different picture: the 
demand for food in developing countries will rise by 2.2 per cent by 2015 while agricultural 
production in these countries will only rise by 2 per cent during the same period. 

This has to be refl ected against the background that already today the vast majority of farm-
ers are smallholders, most of them living in poverty and prone to food and nutrition insecurity 
themselves. Productivity and quality remains low, since access to fi nance, inputs and know-
how is missing. Market integration remains a challenge due to unfavourable infrastructure 
and missing or unfavourable market linkages. Moreover, insuffi cient post harvest handling 
and missing infrastructure cause further food losses along the value chain. Further challenges 
are emerging such as the continuous degradation of arable land, competition with other uses 
(i.e. for fodder and bio fuels) and climate-change related hazards. Additionally, excessive food 
price volatility on international markets, as observed in 2007 / 2008 and 2010 / 2011, can 
have severe impacts on the status of food and nutrition security. Affected are especially poor 
households in those countries, that are net importers of food and that have little resources to 
cope with volatile world market prices.
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High rates of rural to urban migration, another feature of population dynamics, continue to 
deepen the rural-urban bias and have a negative impact on agricultural productivity. Especial-
ly young people and men are likely to migrate, resulting in an aging of rural societies and the 
‘feminisation of agriculture’. In addition, in many countries subsistence farming is traditionally 
merely female, while inheritance rights favour men.

Given the actual world food market situation, continued high population growth makes it all 
the more diffi cult for countries and households to deal with these challenges. Addressing the 
health needs of families in the developing world, including through increased access to family 
planning, can help slow rapid population growth, improve the health of families and enhance 
their food and nutrition security. Especially, the role of women for food and nutrition secu-
rity needs to be acknowledged and addressed by cross-sectoral approaches that combine 
sexual and reproductive health, nutrition and education.

Objectives
The objective of this workshop was to build a better understanding of the linkages between 
population dynamics and sexual and reproductive health and rights (SRHR) on the one hand 
and food and nutrition security and rural development on the other, explore the potential role 
of population dynamics in the debate on food and nutrition security and make a case for a 
stronger consideration of SRHR and gender in cross-sectoral approaches. 

Questions for discussion
 - How do population dynamics (population growth, age structure, urbanisation, rural to 

urban migration) impact on access and availability of food? What are the risks and chal-
lenges, what are the opportunities?

 - How does use as well as utilisation of food impact on the health status, especially repro-
ductive health, and population dynamics?

 - How does a programme have to be designed to enhance resilience to food and nutri-
tion insecurity and produce better outcomes in health as well as sustainability? Are there 
already best practises with potential to scaling up?

 - How could a multi-sectoral approach add value to existing strategies? What are the chal-
lenges of such an approach? Who is to be involved? 

 - What are possible entry points for the promotion of an integrated approach to food and 
nutrition security and SRHR / population dynamics at the national and decentralised level 
in partner countries with fast-growing populations? What important processes can we 
build on?

 - How to improve monitoring tools, indicators and available data for better results?    



Constanze von Oppeln

Food Security Policy Offi cer, 
Welthungerhilfe (German Agro AID)
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Keynote
Trends affecting food supply and 
demand 

Trends on supply side:
 - Degradation, sealing / urbanisation,
 - Loss of arable lands due to climate 

change (in particular sub-Saharan 
Africa, South Africa); loss of production 
due to extreme weather events (major 
exporting regions),

 - Declining growth in agricultural produc-
tivity.

Trends on demand side:
 - Population growth,
 - Spreading of better, more resource-

intensive diets (in particular meat, milk 
products),

 - Utilisation of agricultural products for 
non-food uses (feed, fuel, fi bre),

 - Acceleration of fi nancial sector interest 
(food speculation, ‘land grabbing’).

Challenges

Challenge 1
 - Population growth is particularly pro-

nounced where food insecurity is al-
ready high, leading to further stress on 
natural resources, increased vulnerabil-
ity to effects of climate change, acceler-
ated migration pressure,

 - Multiple challenges connected with 
population growth (e.g. infrastructure, 
housing, health, water) will make it more 
diffi cult for governments
 - to invest more in health servic-

es / drinking water as essential com-
ponents for adequate nutrition (in 
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urban catchment areas: competi-
tion for water for household / indus-
trial / agricultural uses),

 - in general: more diffi cult to create 
an enabling environment that al-
lows all people to realise their right 
to adequate food (e.g. access to 
resources, overburdening of social 
welfare systems; in particular in the 
list of low-income food-defi cit coun-
tries (IFDCs),

 - to invest more in agricultural produc-
tion, research.

Challenge 2
 - Quality and quantity of food consump-

tion has a direct impact on demographic 
factors, such as life expectancy, mortal-
ity and thus on longer-term population 
trends,

 - Short birth intervals and heavy reproduc-
tive burden aggravate maternal malnu-
trition making it more diffi cult to break 
intergenerational cycle of under- and 

malnutrition (‘1,000 days’); also: maternal 
overweight and obesity in pregnancy in-
fl uence disease risk among offspring,

 - Malnourishment weakens the immune 
system (e.g. of those with HIV / AIDS), 
making it succumb more quickly to dis-
ease and hampering the ability to grow 
food and earn an income – illness raises 
energy requirements (e.g. HIV: + 10-30 
per cent energy requirements by adults 
and + 50-100 per cent among children 
losing weight).

Challenge 3
 - Increased rural to urban migration,
 - Migration to urban areas because of 

hunger,
 - Change of population structure in rural 

areas (aging, feminisation), impacting on 
agricultural productivity (e.g. Tajikistan),

 - Change in consumption patterns (i.a. in-
creased threat of obesity),

 - Further ‘disassociation’ of production and 
consumption: increased vulnerability to 
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food price increases and price volatility,
 - Food production becoming a ‘black 

box’(e.g. lack of knowledge about 
functioning of food supply chains, ‘de-
politicisation’of food and nutrition se-
curity policy): inability to participate ef-
fectively in decisions about what we eat 
and what kind of food systems we want.

Opportunities
 - Different countries, different scenarios: 

tailoring of interventions,
 - Re-valuation of food and agriculture due 

to increasing scarcity (e.g. waste-debate 
in Germany), rising political attention /  
funding (but: divide between scarcity 
scenarios and political power),

 - Growing urban populations better ‘ac-
cessible’ in terms of education, nutri-
tion supplementation, social protection 
measures (e.g. Global Health Initiative 
(GHI) 2009: education of women as key 
to breaking intergenerational cycle of 
under nutrition),

 - Increased migration: rising fl ow of re-
mittances into neglected rural areas 
enabling access (but: social costs, eco-
nomic fragility),

 - Production surpluses in ‘shrinking soci-
eties’ supplementing availability short-
ages in countries with rapidly growing 
populations (but: biomass increasingly 
used for other purposes, trade regula-
tions, transportation in times of increas-
ing energy costs, complexity of combat-
ting food and nutrition insecurity).

Way forward

Suggestion 1
 - Increase access to education, produc-

tive resources and (reproductive) health 
services for women, raise women‘s sta-
tus and decision-making power,

 - Strengthen and prioritise interventions 
during 1,000 days; educate consum-
ers on adequate, diverse diets and child 
feed / care practices (e.g. Welthunger-
hilfe Mali, India),

 - Strengthen climate-resilient, agro-eco-
logical agriculture to raise production 
sustainably and to increase resilience 
(gender sensitive!),

 - Generate income opportunities in rural 
areas, support small-scale producers 
to move up the value chain (‘step out or 
step up’), e.g. through increased support 
to cooperatives, access to fi nancial ser-
vices, insurance systems (e.g. extreme 
weather events), tenure security.

Suggestion 2
 - Alleviate pressure on natural resources 

from more affl uent population groups (in 
particular industrial countries): reducing 
ineffective and wasteful use of land, wa-
ter and energy; abolishing harmful poli-
cies (e.g. bio fuel quota); and providing 
incentives / introduce regulation to adjust 
unsustainable lifestyles; urgent need to 
address questions of equity regarding 
distribution of energy, land, water and 
other resources,

 - Strengthen governance system based 
on transparency, participation, account-
ability, rule of law and human rights.  



Sivananthi Thanenthiran
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Refl ection by Rapporteur
I think we had a very interesting session, be-
cause we had a really good overview presen-
tation. Then we broke up into three groups. 
One focused on ‘women’, the other one was 
‘health linking to sexual reproductive health 
and rights (SRHR)’, and the third group was 
about ‘population dynamics linking to food 
and nutrition security and urban / rural migra-
tion’. In these groups we had some similari-
ties, but there were also marked differences. 

Here are our similar key recommendations 
in all different groups: Firstly, we looked at 
data collection, the use of data and espe-
cially the collection of disaggregated data, 
the involvement of communities with regard 
to the collection of data and the use of data 
and the capacity-building of national institu-
tions to collect better data and use better 
data. Secondly, we also had a large focus 
on the involvement of young people with 
regards to training and to education / sexual 
reproductive health education and especially 
comprehensive sexuality education.

Then we had issues around the cluster of 
‘governance’ which included getting differ-
ent sectors across governments and devel-
opment cooperation agencies to break out 
of silos and work together. We talked about 
accountability with regards to the use of 
resources, especially ‘land use’ and ‘mar-
ket resources’, with regards to commodity 
prices of food. We also discussed govern-
ance with regards to international commit-
ments, to ensure that we are implementing 
those commitments. We also had another 
set, which showed that ‘women’ were seen 
as one of the key mechanisms of the work-

ing area of investment, which needs to be 
integrated into these issues. This means is-
sues like ‘child marriage’, ‘access to land’ or 
whether it was about gender equality as an 
essential part of ensuring balanced popula-
tion dynamics. ‘Gender equality’ is essential. 

Although we have heard of the phrase ‘femi-
nisation of HIV / Aids’ many times, we’ve 
also heard of the phrase ‘feminisation of 
poverty’. What we actually discovered in 
our group was, that there is a ‘feminisation 
of agriculture’ that is occurring because of 
rural / urban migration; there is a ‘feminisa-
tion of ageing’ within these groups. We need 
to look at the sector of women in so many 
different approaches rather than the three 

afforded by the Millennium Development 
Goals (MDG) on gender equality. Amongst 
the things that we had, is that we wanted 
a multi-sectoral approach; that was actually 
something that everybody talked about and 
also about how there is a need to harmonise 
and become more outcome-oriented rather 
than just output-oriented with regards to 
achievements within silos themselves.

Another thing that really came out very 
strongly was the fact that we also do not need 
to look at these outcomes as something im-
posed on Southern governments; the North 
also has a commitment to encourage and 
implement sustainable lifestyles. This kind of 
debate can only take place when there are 
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commitments at both ends.

The most important thing was that the group 
felt the ‘Post-2015 development framework’ 
was an excellent opportunity for us to be in-
tegrating all of this. We should look through 
the human rights lens, the equity lens and 
that sexual and reproductive health and 
rights need to be maintained and strength-
ened. 

Finally, visualisation was very important for 
this group. It was the fact that ‘population 
dynamics’, ‘health’ and ‘food security and 
nutrition’ was seen as like three parts of a 
triangle. They impact each other, because 
population dynamics has an impact on 
health services. For example: how many 
people, how many babies need to be vac-
cinated; there is an impact on how many 
types of services, interventions and strat-
egies need to be implemented. In turn, 
health also impacts population dynamics: 
for example through the delivery of services; 
through family planning services, and SRHR 
services. It can actually maintain or create 
that demographic dividend and the popula-
tion dynamics that need to take place. Then 
‘health’ and ‘food security and nutrition’ have 
a direct impact on each other, because the 
type of food that is accessible during those 
‘fi rst 1,000 days’ is able to actually create a 
kind of a level playing fi eld across class, age, 
wealth and education quintile structures. It 
will directly impact health outcomes for the 
rest of the life of that human being. These 
linkages between food and nutrition secu-
rity and health are actually already known 
within the health sector, but just need to be 
encouraged and linked.

The third linkage between ‘food security and 
nutrition’ and ‘population dynamics’ is how 

population dynamics impacts whether there 
is food or food security. In turn, food security 
and nutrition determines the quality of health 
the population enjoys. 

One of the calls that was really very strongly 
felt was that always, when we do develop-
ment work, we are looking at creating level 
playing fi elds across different sectors. Access 
to education, access to health services are 
very often seen as the leveller within society. 
The next generation – the human potential in 
the next generation is able to emerge. Here, 
with this ideal of the 1,000 days, we can actu-
ally look at food security and nutrition security 
as one of those levellers that we can make a 
development intervention. The second thing 
that came really very clearly is that, in order 
for us to impact the next development frame-
work, we must be cognisant that the big call 
today is for social justice and that the need to 
actually look at equity, human rights and ac-
cess issues is very great.

Whatever development framework we have, 
we have to locate it within the call for social 
justice. It was great to have so many people 
who are members of international develop-
ment aid organisations and all of them were 
talking about how we actually create mean-
ingful and sustainable change in society. 
Looking at short-term as well as long-term 
benefi ts on both sides – for governments as 
well as donors, and talking about balancing 
the need for effi ciency with the need for effec-
tiveness.        
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Refl ection by
Youth Representative
I have a few inputs, one aspect was about ru-
ral development. One observation was that, 
as long as we promote rural development 
without thresholding, then rural areas be-
come urban areas. One of the learning ex-
amples I have had is from a village renewal 
programme in Bavaria, Southern Germany, 
where they are trying to hold up migration, 
urban-rural migration, because they want to 
maintain their rural identity.

We discussed the aspect of youth partici-
pation, but we need to be sure of whether 
it is active or passive participation. This is 
because some aspects of participation are 
about ‘consultation’, but then you don’t 
have full participation. This undermines the 
youths’ positive contribution to develop-
ment. Decision-making is actually a preserve 
of some people in higher age groups, and 
youth are only meant to accommodate what 
has been decided for them.

Then we have the need for comprehensive 
data. It was observed that policymakers ac-
tually do not know much about population 
dynamics. For example, in Uganda we have 
politicians advocating or urging people to 
produce more children as the current popu-
lation only occupies half of the current total 
land area in the country. This is contrasted 
by the technocrats who are warning of the 
dangers of a population boom that is already 
piling pressure on resources. Besides, we 
should look at the need for data to be used 
to hold leaders accountable and streamline 
transparency.

One of the areas where we found common 
ground with other groups was the need to 
reduce pressure on the natural resources 
base and that we saw it as something we 
can achieve through improving health stand-
ards, through the rights-based approach, for 
example, ensuring equity, in terms of, for ex-
ample, equity of access to available resourc-
es across age groups. 

The aspect of a multi-sectoral approach, I 
think, would actually be the model for im-
plementing integration. One of the things 
that have been on the development agenda 
in most European countries is the use of 
farmer groups – self-help groups – in devel-
opment. Now, most often, what I see is that 
when we are implementing these projects, 
we implement them in isolation. Unfortu-
nately, the project comes, but doesn’t have 
issues of governance, doesn’t have issues 
on reproductive health and rights, doesn’t 
have issues on environment. But this is 
exactly why there is a need for integration. 
Either we collaborate as non-governmental 
organisations working in different sectors, 
or one NGO should actually be able to im-
plement that and address cross-cutting is-
sues. That is where you are able to educate 
women, youth, even on reproductive health 
and rights. 

When we talk about governance, my own 
perception is that the challenge we are 
facing as African is that we have a poor 
population. You are teaching them gov-
ernance and, when the politics comes, 
I’ve seen most youth have left youth lead-
ership for politics. They are felt to be the 
voice of the people. However, although 
almost everyone advocates an integrated 

approach, practice has shown that no-
body wants to be integrated. We must 
move beyond the rhetoric to put our views 
into action.      
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In the BMZ’s view, the Post-2015 agenda, 
which should also address the Sustainable 
Development Goals, is one of the major is-
sues to be debated in the near future. 

We are in a very good position to provide 
input to this. In July, UN Secretary-General 
Ban Ki-moon asked former Managing Di-
rector of International Monetary Fund (IMF) 
and former German President Horst Köhler 
to join a high-level panel of experts that 
will provide advice to the United Nations 
on how to formulate such goals. The BMZ 
is working together closely with Mr. Köhler 
and supports his work, both through human 
resources and fi nancially. We have also suc-
cessfully nominated Renate Bähr from DSW 
(Deutsche Stiftung Weltbevoelkerung) as an 
independent member of another important 
international body, the High Level Task Force 
for the International Conference on Popula-
tion and Development. We will support her 
work, too, and of course that of the Task 
Force as a whole. In that connection, we will 
play an active role in the relevant national, 
European and international debates.

The BMZ believes that when it comes to the 
Post-2015 global development goals, we 
should also discuss population dynamics as 
a cross-cutting issue. In the past couple of 
decades, after the Cairo International Con-
ference on Population and Development 
(ICPD), the debate had focused more on re-
productive health and rights, a concept that 
had been newly introduced in Cairo. Now, in 
the context of social and sustainable devel-
opment and the debate about future devel-
opment goals, there is an increasing focus 
on population dynamics as a multi-sector 
issue. But we continue to regard the entire 
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Cairo Programme of Action as key guidance 
for our development policy. But I do not wish 
to conceal that we are still working on how 
exactly we can best translate this multi-sec-
tor dimension of population dynamics into 
action, and how we can make headway on 
it with a view to improving people’s lives and 
enhancing equal opportunities nationally 
and worldwide. So this 10th International 
Dialogue and your debate here is very im-
portant for us.

When I look at the title of our panel dis-
cussion, the question, in the BMZ’s view, 
is not whether population dynamics mat-
ter for the Post-2015 agenda but exact-
ly how they matter.     



Ingar Brueggemann

Former Director of the World 
Health Organization (WHO), Vice 
Chair, Rotarian Action Group 
for Population and Sustainable 
Development (RFPD) 
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Let me just briefl y introduce myself. My 
name is Ingar Brueggemann, I was born in 
Nordhorn in Germany. 

For more than 25 years I worked at the 
World Health Organization (WHO) of the 
United Nations in Geneva, at the end as the 
WHO-Representative to the United Nations 
and their institutions in New York. Before I 
retired in 2002, I was the Director General 
of the non-governmental organisation for 
seven years, the International Planned Par-
enthood Federation (IPPF) in London. 

On June 20th, 2002, some of us present to-
day were attending the very fi rst International 
Dialogue on Population and Sustainable De-
velopment here in Berlin. The subject, this 
discussion was devoted to, was: ‘Repro-
ductive Health – The International Commu-
nity’s Poor Relative?’

At the time, even though eight years after 
the crucial UN Population Conference in 
Cairo, the word ‘reproductive health’ was 
still perceived as diffi cult and unclear. Today 
we associate with it everything that relates 
to family planning, for example: contracep-
tion, child birth, maternal and child health, 
unwanted and too early pregnancies and 
sex education. We have passed the phase 
where in some cases the word ‘reproductive 
health’ was interpreted with ‘pornography’. 
It even went as far as taking it as a camou-
fl age for abortion, no matter, whether legal 
or illegal. 

I think there is none of us in this room, who 
is not aware of the diffi culty of the right lan-
guage in this complex fi eld. We cannot shy 
away from the fact that we do not deal with 
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dry demographic data about population, but 
that we deal with a very intimate situation 
of individuals, with sex. The turning point 
in bringing demography and the role of the 
individual together in the context of popula-
tion was the Cairo Conference held in 1994 
which I already mentioned.

Having attended that event, I would like to 
expand on its relevance. It was the fi fth UN 
Population Conference, the fi rst having been 
held in 1954. The characteristic of the Cairo 
meeting was that it called for ‘action’, while 
the earlier conferences had mainly been 
technical meetings exchanging scientifi c 
and statistical information. 

The close relationship between population, 
sustained economic growth and sustainable 
development was emphasised, and propos-
als for action were made to reach the right 
balance between population and develop-

ment. There was for example: demand for 
empowerment and improved status of wom-
en, the role of the family, its rights, composi-
tion and structure. Sexual and reproductive 
health and rights and how to achieve these, 
were debated. It was clearly stated that 
sexual and reproductive health imply that 
people are enabled to have a satisfying and 
safe sex life and that they have the capabil-
ity to reproduce and the freedom to decide 
if, when and how often to do so. Implicit in 
this last condition are the right of men and 
women to be informed and to have access 
to safe, effective, affordable and acceptable 
methods of family planning of their choice. 

In Cairo, the emphasis was on how to take 
action in order to guide countries in the 
area of population and development during 
the next 20 years. The content of the Pro-
gramme of Action of the Conference is still 
valid.
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Politically speaking, this conference in Cairo 
had to face heavy opposition among its par-
ticipants which had almost lead to a total 
break-down of the discussion. The com-
plexity to take action in the fi eld of popula-
tion became apparent, yet the opposition 
was fi nally overcome. This opposition had in 
fact strengthened the continuity of the Pro-
gramme of Action, as fi nally adopted.

After 1994, the population issue has been 
prominent in other UN conferences, such as 
the Women Conference in Beijing in 1995, 
the one on social development in Copen-
hagen in 1996, and a series of follow-up 
meetings to the Cairo Conference. However, 
the world is still not united in its struggle to 
achieve a balanced population in relation to 
the resources we have. 

However, the understanding of the crucial 
importance of population dynamics for de-
velopment has increased. We have not yet 
the balanced population, we are trying to 
achieve. We have been too impatient in ex-
pecting changes too quickly. Over time, we 
had to learn that society worldwide still has 
major problems in discussing themes that 
relate to sex rationally. We therefore tend to 
ignore the interrelationship of personal-pri-
vate life and its consequences on population 
matters at large. 

In the ten years of having held International 
Dialogues like the present one, the objec-
tive has been to overcome the verticalism 
of development programmes. An effort was 
and is made to bring together a series of 
partners in order to enhance coherent inter-
sectoral development. I know that this is by 
no means a new consideration. However, in 

reality we seem to be far away from it. Our 
political, fi nancial and administrative struc-
tures are not friendly partners in this intent. 

I realise that I should also have referred to the 
UN Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) 
which encompass important elements of the 
Cairo Programme of Action. They include 
the objectives of ‘Reducing Child Mortality 
and Improving Maternal Health’ and ‘Family 
Planning’, thus bringing the Cairo demands 
into focus again. 

Another precondition to advance the popu-
lation and development issue is the close 
cooperation of all those partners, present at 
this International Dialogue. 

If I may express a wish: my strong concern 
is that in the ‘Post-2015 Agenda’ sexual and 
reproductive health programmes and related 
services for adolescents are given high pri-
ority. 

It is the youth that will have to cope with the 
future, and the more they get a chance to 
understand how this world can be a better 
place, we have to make all efforts to enable 
them to face their challenges.     



John Ngugi

Youth Coordinator, DSW (Deutsche 
Stiftung Weltbevoelkerung), Kenya
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We as youth representatives have learned 
quite a lot from your presentation and quite 
a number of issues that you presented, we 
highly agree with and strongly share the 
same conviction. That fi rst, the ICPD Plan 
of Action of 1994 was a major milestone for 
the world and some of the things have been 
done. We agree with you that there are also 
some areas where we still have to go a long 
way. It is also important to note, that we also 
agree that rights-based approach to family 
planning is also central and key to sustain-
able development in this global and current 
community that we live in. 

‘Empowering women’ and ‘youth’ is key and 
central to what we are doing. However, we 
think there are some areas that we wanted 
to point out to you: First, we feel that though 
we have made progress since 1994, in some 
areas there is still a lot of effort that needs to 
be put in, for example in the areas of social 
and cultural issues. In some cultures in Afri-
ca sexual issues are not discussed. The par-
ents will not discuss. The teachers will not 
discuss. The pastors, the religious persons 
will call that an ‘immoral issue’. The teachers 
will say that it is not academic. The young 
person, the young woman, the adolescent 
is left confused and what happens? The 
young girl gets pregnant. This is bad news. 
We need to adjust this. 

Secondly, we also feel in line with the issues 
of gender discrimination, which is also an is-
sue particularly in regards to young girls and 
vulnerable communities, like men who have 
sex with men and also female sex work-
ers. We also feel that it’s important that we 
highlight and make our communities know 
their rights. Because it is one thing to have 
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a document (policy) but it’s another thing to 
make a person in Brazil know about what 
that document is all about. 

We need to make our people know which 
rights exist, what their sexual reproductive 
health and rights are. So that when they de-
mand for services, they know it’s an inherent 
right, they don’t have to beg, it’s their right, 
and it’s our right. We also feel that limited 
resources still are an issue especially within 
the context of movement of young people 
from rural to urban areas. We are posed by 
a huge challenge as most young people are 
living in urban areas and rural areas are just 
left to the women and the young children. 

We also feel that it is important, especially 
for us, for all partners within the room, to 
practice what we preach. We have so many 
documents especially in Africa, let’s be hon-
est. Madame Minister (Deputy Minister of 
Lesotho), help us to get into action. What 
we are saying is: we are calling for action, 
we want it done. For instance in my county 
(Kenya) there is an Adolescent Reproductive 
Health and Development policy. I know that. 
But this policy is not being implemented. 
I am concerned, I am very concerned. So 
Madame Minister on behalf of Africa leaders 
let’s do it, do it for us please!

We also think the roles of the partners are 
integral. Deutsche Gesellschaft für Interna-
tionale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) GmbH, DSW, 
International Planned Parenthood Federa-
tion (IPPF), KfW Entwicklungsbank and Bay-
er and many other partners have played a 
role in this particular International Dialogue 
on Population and Sustainable Develop-
ment. We feel it is equally important that we 

have the same kind of initiative in our own 
countries. Here in Berlin it works. It should 
also work in Cape Town, Rio de Janeiro, and 
Managua and in Nairobi. We’d also like to 
see our Ministers here, our young people in 
Kenya, so that we can discuss the Kenyan 
context with our own people, with our own 
President, our own minister, with our own 
development partners in place, that they see 
how they should work together: the devel-
opment partners support the initiative, the 
government gives the political goodwill and 
together we do it, together with the young 
people. We would also like to have this kind 
of International Dialogues in other countries, 
in our respective countries, before we have 
the next International Dialogue on Popula-
tion and Sustainable Development, here in 
Berlin. 

It’s a humble request, but we think it will also 
help us and also make it reality in our own 
country back home. We want to go to our 
community; we want our sisters and moth-
ers to benefi t from it. Not all of us could 
come to Berlin. Probably it’s too expensive. 
But I know my sister at home would like to 
have a National Dialogue on Population and 
Sustainable Development in Kenya, back 
home. In a second step then we could have 
the international level just the way we are 
having it here today. But we want the local 
initiative to make it a reality in my community, 
to help my sister most. 

As I conclude, we also feel it is important 
to contextualise the issues we are discuss-
ing within our community levels, within our 
national levels, that when we discuss in-
ternational research we also break down 
to national research. We also should bring 
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key players within our countries together to 
make it a reality. 

We feel issues of family planning are highly 
negatively regarded. People are looking at 
them from a negative perspective. Espe-
cially in Africa where people think this is an 
idea from the West. As young people, we 
discussed and came to the conclusion that 
it would be wise, if we go back to our peo-
ple and ask them how they used to plan 
their families. I know my grandfather had 
thirteen children and somehow the gap be-
tween one and the next one was equal. My 
grandfather was born in 1914 so I believe 
my grandfather has some wisdom that we 
can learn from. My people will not say that 
it came from the West, they will appreciate. 
We’ll appreciate, because the key thing here 
is for us to understand and get the wisdom. 
Why we need a sustainable community, why 
we need a sustainable population for us 
to make it together, succeed together. We 
think it will be good for us to take advantage 
of the indigenous resources and the indig-
enous competence that we have and we in-
tegrate with the scientifi c and modern tech-
nology that exist today, too. That together 
we can move forward. That nobody will say: 
‘They brought it to us’. No, it should be: ‘We 
did it together’. 

We also think it was equally important that 
we link sexual reproductive health issues 
and HIV infection and sexual transmitted 
infections (STIs). To be honest: in Kenya 
during a weekend young girls who are on 
a spree of having sex with older men – on 
Monday there are no after morning pills in 
the pharmacy’s, they have all been sold. 
This young girls are looking for the after the 

morning pill to prevent pregnancy forgetting 
about the risk of HIV and STIs infection and 
reinjection. It’s painful, it’s really painful. As 
we market our products, as we market the 
family planning contraceptives, let’s not for-
get about the importance of dual protection, 
let’s make our girls understand it’s not just 
about pregnancy, HIV is more serious, STIs 
are even more serious. 

Finally, we feel, as we take the International 
Dialogue on Population and Sustainable De-
velopment to our respective countries and 
communities, it’s also equally important to 
bring private partners from our community 
for sustainability at the country level. Here it 
is KfW, may be on local level it can be a lo-
cal bank in South Africa or Kenya. Or if we 
are in Nepal, it would be more sustainable to 
Nepal when there would be a local private 
sector player, a local pharmaceutical com-
pany, local partners who can support the 
initiative at the national level. Because it’s 
their business, it’s their problem. A progress 
would be their own problem and we stop 
being donor-dependant.       



Lucia Nthabiseng Makoae

Deputy Minister of Health, 
Kingdom of Lesotho
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Lesotho is a country, an enclave within 
South Africa that is surrounded completely 
by South Africa. Ingar Brueggeman, when 
you talked about reproductive health, 
sexual health, I thought of my country, be-
cause access to sexual and reproductive 
health remains a real major problem. This is 
evidenced by high maternal mortality; high 
sexual transmitted infections (STIs), high 
mortality from HIV / Aids. Especially people 
in the rural areas are affected and age-wise 
– especially young people are victims of all 
these diseases. 

Again: for many years family planning in my 
country, the coverage of contraceptives has 
always been very, very low. We are at thirty 
seven per cent even today. The question is 
why this is happening. Like you rightly men-
tioned, the mindset, the cultural beliefs are 
playing an important role. Another striking 
feature is that, you may not believe it; we 
are beginning to face an aging society. Old 
people are becoming a very big constitu-
ency in our populations and governments 
are not prepared for providing services in 
any aspect. We are in shock because this 
is a group of people whom, when HIV / Aids 
came in, they were already over forty. We 
never thought at this time we would be see-
ing them, so many of them. They are poor, 
because they have no income; we have no 
social securities in our countries. These peo-
ple need services urgently.

Another feature we are seeing among these 
old people is that they contract HIV / Aids 
from caring for their children who are in-
fected, because they do so without any pro-
tection. Another issue is migration, a feature 
of population dynamics, which has affected 

us adversely, particularly by taking away our 
most skilled experienced health workers. 
This brain drain is an obstacle in reducing 
the maternal mortality and other problems 
we have. 

In conclusion what I’ve learned: as govern-
ments we need to have a different percep-
tion towards population dynamics. I’m say-
ing this because we work in silos. Every 
government has got departments, minis-
tries, we are all duplicating work with the 
limited resources we have. The Minister of 
Health will be having a youth programme, 
the Minister of Gender will be having anoth-
er programme, we are duplicating so much 
that we need to have a holistic approach 

towards population dynamics. The ques-
tion is how do we implement this? This is 
where development partners come in; you 
need to assist governments to have a dif-
ferent perspective of how to do things. If we 
continue to plan in isolation, we’ll not get 
where we want to, which is – we want sus-
tainable development.           



90

Public panel discussion – Discussion

91

Panel-

discussion

In 2015 the Millennium Development Goals 
(MDGs) will come to an end. It is hard to 
judge the impact of the MDGs, but they 
have been successful in focussing advocacy 
and resource mobilisation efforts around the 
eight sectors included in the framework. In 
2015, the world will endorse a new frame-
work for poverty alleviation and improving 
development outcomes. 

Population dynamics – growth, ageing, ur-
banisation, migration – are having a huge 
impact on the ability to meet the MDGs and 
will continue to impact future development 
frameworks, debates and outcomes. By 
2015, the world population is expected to 
reach 7.3 billion and exceed 10 billion by the 
end of the century. Population dynamics are 
too important to ignore, and will determine 
the scale and shape of the development 
challenges we face. 

The time for experts in population dynamics 
to analyse the political landscape is now – 
to ensure that the next framework considers 
population dynamics and their impact on a 
nation’s sustainable human and economic 
growth outcomes; and that it respects rights 
and includes sexual reproductive health and 
rights (SRHR). It is critical that advocates 
and policy-makers are aware of the current 
international political climate, shifts in global 
power dynamics and new and emerging is-
sues which will affect future development 
priorities.

Melinda Crane:
When we say, ‘population dynamics’ needs 
to be a part of our discussion of the Post-
2015 framework, are we suggesting that 
they have not adequately been so in the 
past? 

Renate Bähr:
I think ‘population dynamics’ is a good term 
as it not only refl ects population growth, but 
also changes in its size and the structure. 
The term really addresses the future chal-
lenges much better than just referring to 
growth or decline, although it always de-
pends on how you raise it. In my opinion, I 
do not think they are properly refl ected in the 
current Millennium Development Agenda as 
they are not really explicitly mentioned. If we 
look at education for instance, we all know it 
has an infl uence and has been rightly includ-
ed as part of the MDGs. However, if we look 
at the Cairo agenda, namely ‘universal ac-
cess to reproductive health’, this theme was 
missing from the MDGs until 2007 despite 
having fought for it for many years. The chal-
lenge for us now in the new development 
agenda is to include more goals and more 
indicators that are related to population dy-
namics right from the beginning.

Melinda Crane:
Were population issues not adequately cov-
ered in the MDGs, in the Millennium Devel-
opment Goal framework as we’ve had it up 
till now? What were the effects of that? 

Tewodros Melesse:
The Millennium Development Goals were 
discussed and approved in 2000. Yet, it took 
fi ve years of negotiations before target 5b 
was agreed – a recognition that fi nally linked 
the integral role of reproductive health to 
maternal mortality. Over the years, the omis-
sion of SRHR in the MDGs has undermined 
the progress made in achieving many of the 
MDGs and especially in reducing maternal 
mortality. Talking about reproduction is often 
seen as controversial, and are often seen as 
a ‘woman’s issue’. But let’s not forget that 
we are discussing women’s lives – human 
lives. We must recognize the impact family 
planning has on women’s lives – the relation 
between income and fertility, education and 

child and infant mortality. If a young woman 
continues to have children at a young age – 
she is more likely to die in childbirth. If she 
survives, her opportunities to go to school 
diminish. In the negotiations around target 
5b, this fundamental aspect was not in fo-
cus and, sadly an ideological debate pre-
vailed. Unfortunately the politics of the early 
day meant a strong opposition to sexual and 
reproductive health and rights and, as a re-
sult we ignored its integral force in advancing 
gender and rights, economic growth, sus-
tainability and education – the other MDGs. 
And yet, the less controversial issues were 
included: HIV/Aids, maternal mortality, infant 
mortality, gender equity. We must recognise 
that all these are not just separate entities 
but are central to human life. That’s where 
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the ‘population dynamics’, the dynamism 
of this inter-relationship comes. When we 
look at issues in a very separate way, and 
when we don’t take the human being as a 
comprehensive needing a sustainable envi-
ronment, being healthy, educated and out of 
poverty. We must ensure a comprehensive 
approach in the next development agenda.

Melinda Crane:
Perhaps, that is precisely the problem, the 
reason that they were only touched on im-
plicitly? That it’s very diffi cult to talk about 
that human side. We like the word ‘demo-
graphics’, because it sounds distanced, it’s 
way out there, it sounds statistical and neu-
tral. Can we do better than implicit?

John May:
The Cairo Conference in 1994 was a sea 
change for two reasons. First of all, there 
was an emphasis on human rights, on free 
choice, on voluntary family planning and 
reproductive health. It was a very broad 
agenda. I think it came about because there 
had been abuses of family planning pro-
grammes in the past and we know about 
it – India, China. But also because we re-
alised that family planning per se was not 
enough. We had to do many other things in 
addition to family planning, including female 
education, empowerment, etc. The Cairo 
Agenda might not have been implemented 
the way we would have liked to have seen 
it implemented because there were many 
other issues that came around the same 
time. ‘HIV/Aids’ has been mentioned, the 
‘global climate’, the ‘governance issue’. I 
am trying to understand what happened. I 
am not passing a judgement here; I am try-
ing to understand the mindset of the peo-

ple, the international community, and the 
stakeholders since 1994. There was a whole 
host of issues. The problem we may have is 
that we cannot address intellectually, or pro-
grammatically, or fi nancially more than ‘one’ 
issue at the time. We have to change that, 
because what’s not being done today, will 
come back tomorrow to haunt us. We have 
to act today for the next 20, 30 years. What 
we see now is that maybe we have not paid 
enough attention to some critical issues. We 
don’t have to be a prisoner of the past, but 
we have to look at the past to try not repeat-
ing the same mistakes.

Melinda Crane:
We’re celebrating the 10th of our Population 
Dialogue in Population and Sustainable De-
velopment but Cairo is going to be 20 years 
old in 2014. Please give us a preview of your 
assessment of where we stand in terms of 
the Programme of Action and Cairo today.

Kate Gilmore:
What is being revealed is that the Cairo Pro-
gramme of Action was a signifi cant mile-
stone. It transformed the confi dence and 
the sense of responsibility that the nation 
state took to itself with regards to population 
dynamics. For the fi rst time it converted the 
ideas and concepts of demography, popula-
tion data into two key aspects, which we are 
drawing on today. 

There’s that story, but at the other end of the 
story, there’s the document that came from 
that Cairo Conference, that said something 
terribly important that we should still draw 
on. That is, that evidence must underpin 
policy and that demography is also about 
data and data strengthens our ability to 

confront truth. That truth is diffi cult when it 
comes to sexual and reproductive health in 
particular, but also to inequity, to discrimina-
tion and to injustice. Through instruments as 
tedious and boring as the ‘census’, for ex-
ample, and census around the world, which 
is actually a manifestation of the aspirations 
of the Cairo Plan for Action, through census, 
we are also defi ning who is a citizen. What 
is it to be a citizen of a society? How does 
a society build a sense of its own identity? 
And those, you know one very seemingly 
benign – taking a census – and one very 
controversial – sex – are encaptured in this 
extraordinary document, whose voice is 
probably even more progressive than one 
that we could command today, if we were 
reconvening in Cairo and saying the page is 
blank. How come? Why is that so? How is it 
that something that’s 20 years old now looks 
even more progressive than what we have 
been able to say today?

Melinda Crane:
How would you say, from your point of view, 
has the public debate changed since that 
time? Are we in a different place in terms of 
population dynamics? Could we get a differ-
ent global consensus now?

Renate Bähr:
I wouldn’t say it’s more progressive or less 
progressive. I am afraid that if we were to 
really put ‘adolescents’ or ‘sexual educa-
tion’ or ‘sexuality’ again in an international 
discussion, it would be diffi cult to fi nd a con-
sensus. The difference to nowadays is that 
back then Cairo came up with a totally new 
concept, of an individual approach that re-
ally moved away from population targets. 
Looking at universal access to reproductive 

health, I think there has been progress over 
the last 20 years. Where progress has been 
lacking however, is in access to reproduc-
tive health services for young people. This 
is, bearing in mind the growing population, 
something we really need to address more 
clearly and more explicitly, and is an issue I 
really want to see in the next agenda. 

Melinda Crane:
Within the UN is there still a signifi cant 
amount of controversy around the popula-
tion dynamics issue? What’s about the Rio 
Summit Final document? It ended up get-
ting watered down and in the end it does not 
make a really explicit connection between 
population dynamics, reproductive rights 
and sustainable development.
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Kate Gilmore:
I think, for many people, Rio was a step 
forward, but not a confi dent step forward, 
in joining up population dynamics, mean-
ing population growth, meaning patterns of 
sexual and reproductive health and well-be-
ing – joining up those dynamics to the hard-
nosed dynamics of economics, environment 
and climate. Yet they are two sides of the 
same coin. Population behaviour, behaviour 
of populations, growth of populations, struc-
ture, age, young, urban, rural – these things 
are intricately linked to the nature of econ-
omy, to the nature of economic growth, to 
impact on the planet. There is an opportunity 
there. But one of the problems is that we’ve 

found ourselves – and perhaps UNFPA has 
been part of the problem – allowing the Cairo 
Agenda to be attached to the health agenda, 
also to the planning agenda, to the fi nancing 
agenda, to the environmental agenda. And 
what happened in Rio is that we ended up 
having sexual and reproductive rights come 
on the table, but then taken of the table by 
people who didn’t know anything about 
them. It wasn’t ministers of health who were 
in Rio, and yet it is ministries of health we are 
addressing more frequently with the current 
Plan of Action. I feel very inspired by the min-
ister’s intervention, because she challenged 
her cabinet colleagues to have joined-up 
thinking and joined-up solutions. 

UN Habitat and UNFPA, when was the last 
time we sat down to plan a programme of 
action under Cairo. And where’s Green-
peace on the podium? You know, we are 
replicating silos intellectually in our manufac-
ture of knowledge and inevitably therefore in 
the way we propose solutions. 

John May:
We have tons of strategies, policies and 
documents, probably too many of them, as 
John Ngugi said. We are still thinking in si-
los, that we are prisoners of partial thinking. 
I think that’s what we are now and we do 
need to cross boundaries, to really have a 
multi-sectoral approach and I think that was 
one of the main themes I gathered in this 
10th International Dialogue on Population 
and Sustainable Development. We cannot 
keep going having climate change, family 
planning, female education separately; we 
need to have a comprehensive, global, ho-
listic approach.

Melinda Crane:
What kind of population dynamics-related 
goals would you like to see in place at the 
MDGs when the time comes? 

Renate Bähr:
What is really important is that access to re-
productive health and rights is on the agen-
da. However, consideration needs to be 
given to the types of indicators to be used 
and the outcomes to be achieved. Second-
ly, I think the empowerment of women and 
girls is very, very important. Also important, 
and it goes hand in hand with girls’ empow-
erment, is the issue of inequality. These are 
really the three things I want to see happen. 
When it comes to target groups, I want to 

see a youth goal in the new development 
agenda.

Tewodros Melesse:
Our approach is rights-based and human-
centred. This year, IPPF is 60 years old. We 
will be celebrating our 60th Anniversary in on 
November 29th, 2012. Together with our 153 
member associations, we will be setting IP-
PF’s vision for the next development agenda 
in our Vision 2020. We will be working to build 
the blocks needed for SRHR to be included 
from the onset. We are linking with partners 
from across various sectors and speaking 
out on SRHR’s impact on education, young 
people, maternal mortality, the environment, 
and population dynamics. In September this 
year, IPPF held an Emerging Leaders Confer-
ence in Oslo. We sought the vision of young 
people, not just from IPPF, but from across 
various sectors – government, press, private 
sector – on their vision for the future. We also 
organised a conference in Kuala Lumpur on 
Islam and women’s health, to convene reli-
gious scholars and community leaders from 
35 countries on Islam’s perspective of these 
issues. The emerging leaders and religious 
leaders from Islam will also be represented 
in South Africa to present what is the Islamic 
philosophy concerning these issues. IPPF 
will unite a global policy platform to ensure 
that a comprehensive global framework that 
includes SRHR from the onset, as a critical 
component to all areas of development. We 
must ensure that we are not going to be wait-
ing for 5 years like we did with the Millennium 
Development Goals. 

Melinda Crane:
If UNFPA were designing those ideal next 
goals and, perhaps, some of you can also 
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mention whether you think it would be help-
ful to call them SDGs, as some people are 
suggesting – Sustainable Development 
Goals – what would UNFPA put on the list? 
How would they frame them?

Kate Gilmore:
We are more interested in the outcome 
than in the actual structure of the narrative. 
I think we want to be able to use data and 
evidence to show what the result, how-
ever it’s crafted, will mean for key popula-
tion groups – for women, for young people 
and for adolescents, in that regard the cur-
rent list of MDGs have had great strengths. 
But, they haven’t worked well together; they 
haven’t really developed an integrated and 
holistic framework. Therefore, the sense in 
the current approach is less that it’s about 

people – holistic, empowered and enabled 
individuals – and much more about issues 
and problems.

I hope that the fi nal result can lead us to a 
point where we have a notion of sustainabil-
ity, which is a call from the South, the global 
South, a call on the global North to take re-
sponsibility for the stress that consumption 
is putting the planet under, that we have a 
sustainable development agenda, but that 
we recall too the universal values of human 
rights that say that any agenda we articulate 
together must take into account of the indi-
vidual. We can then assess what the mem-
ber states negotiate, and this will be a highly 
political process. It’s already extremely politi-
cal; we already have a separation of where 
the MDG review is headed and where the 
Sustainable Development Goals reviews are 
being articulated. In this highly political pro-
cess, let’s make sure that human rights and 
human-centeredness is very much at the 
core. There are four levels at which it needs 
to be at the core: the idea of the individual 
needs to be preserved and upheld, of the 
individual empowered, and empowered with 
integrity, physical and mental integrity, that 
sexual and reproductive health and well-
being are articulated. I then think we need 
sustained communities, communities that 
are carried forward through the rule of law, 
through fairness and justice – also absent in 
the current paradigm. We do need inclusive 
economies. The world is gripped and seized 
now by a fi nancial crisis and the high-level 
panel looking at the Millennium Develop-
ment Goals is full of economists. We must 
be ready to talk about the cost of failing the 
population that’s to come. Finally, we have to 
talk about the planet. If, indeed, we have a 

development agenda that expects a transi-
tion out of low-income countries into mid-
dle-income countries and a buoyant middle 
class. The story going forward has to join up 
the individual to society, to the community, 
to the economy and to the planet. That’s go-
ing to take leadership of the kind that Nelson 
Mandela brought to South Africa. It’s going 
to take a very visionary leadership from a 
community of leaders who have not been 
notorious for that sort of integrated vision 
and that’s a real challenge, and it’s a chal-
lenge to UN agencies as much as to gov-
ernments.

Melinda Crane:
How you’d want to frame the next set of 
goals and where you see key additions that 
need to be made. But, perhaps also build 

a bridge to this process question that Kate 
just brought up and tell us also, how can we 
then get there? Where do we need to get 
and how can we get there? She mentioned 
visionary leadership, what’s your recipe?

John May:
First of all, intellectually we do know a lot al-
ready. There was a latest report by the Royal 
Society in London about people on the plan-
et that put emphasis on human consump-
tion, which is not sustainable. We do know 
a lot about human rights and the need for 
development to be inclusive, to be respectful 
of personal freedom and to be respectful of 
human rights. Maybe there is one area that 
might need more work and more advocacy, 
and that’s something I think is a huge prob-
lem, it’s the problem of inequity.
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other things, that getting the word sustain-
ability in the mix might remind people of the 
long-term implications. You’re on the high-
level task force that will be trying to come 
up with some suggestions in regard to the 
ICPD. What can it do to move this process 
along? How can it be part of the picture?

Renate Bähr:
Although the task force contains a real het-
erogeneous group of people from various 
areas, they are very clear that, and I repeat 
it again, young people and adolescents, uni-
versal access to reproductive health, and 
the empowerment of women and girls, all 
need to be higher on the agenda. However 
we phrase and or explain them, these are 
defi nitely three issues we will be exploring. 

Melinda Crane:
You’ve said several times you are moder-
ately optimistic about the path forward, tell 
us why. 

Tewedros Melesse:
What we must realise is that there are cham-
pions who are committed to the cause. Since 
Cairo, we have mobilized, convened and 
built strong allies and champions that are 
determined to improve the quality of women 
and girls’ lives through choice. During the 
London Family Planning Summit, IPPF suc-
cessfully convened 1,300 civil society or-
ganizations from 170 countries committed 
and dedicated to universal access to rights-
based family planning. IPPF is committed to 
ensuring that we build on this alliance, not 
only as an opportunistic one but something 
which is solidly founded. Together, we must 
continue to work at the country level and at 
regional level. We have strong allies working 

in parliaments around the world. We must 
encourage and work with them so that they 
hold their governments accountable. That’s 
why parliaments are there. Democracy is not 
just about elections, democracy is also about 
holding governments accountable. And as 
civil society, we have to engage. It’s not a 
question of just making statements, but en-
gaging with other sectors – all sectors who 
care about humanity and about the planet. 
My optimism is that the majority of the world 
– be it politicians, private sector, the media, 
young people, civil society, governments – 
all those care about humanity.   

If we look at the demographic and the health 
surveys throughout the world, we see that 
the richest people, what we call the ‘fi rst 
quintile’ in our jargon, and the poorest peo-
ple, the bottom quintile, that’s the 20 top per 
cent and the 20 per cent at the bottom, they 
have very different outcomes. They have 
very different lives, sometimes in the same 
country. It might be one of the major issues 
in the future – inequity, which is explosive as 
we know, and we see some of this going 
on as we speak. How to go about it? We 
have to realise that we cannot move ahead 
without a strong consensus and a political 
consensus and a political will.
How to achieve this? There is one thing to 
do more advocacy education, because a 

lot of this is ignorance. A lot of people don’t 
know about the consequences of not act-
ing today for what will happen in 10, 20, 30 
years down the road. A lot of people don’t 
know about the implications of population 
growth for economic development and the 
opportunities that countries can grasp if they 
do their demographic and fertility transition 
more rapidly. By doing so, they can go into 
a demographic dividend, which is a window 
of opportunity. 

Melinda Crane: 
Several elements are mentioned there as 
part of the process – political vision, politi-
cal will, and also the need to educate and 
inform people, which suggest to me, among 
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Keynote address

It gives me great pleasure to address popu-
lation dynamic issues in the current debate 
of the Post-2015 development agenda. As 
we all know, the UN system has already be-
gun a far-reaching multi-pronged process 
of reviews and consultations to ascertain 
the impact of the Millennium Development 
Goals (MDG) framework and assess the pro-
gress of implementation of the International 
Conference on Population and Development 
(ICPD) Plan of Action (POA), at the global, 
regional and national levels.

While the MDG framework had a fi fteen year 
term and was to a large extent a self-con-
tained set of goals and targets presented 
to countries then, the ICPD POA, which 
was adopted with near unanimity among all 
member states in Cairo, in 1994, carried a 
20-year timeframe agenda, and indeed, a 
beyond timeline three-pronged premise of 
human rights, equality and sustainable 
development. It is critical to mention these 
three premises of the ICPD Plan of Action at 
the outset as they are the very principles that 
are being suggested by the UN System for 
the Post-2015 development agenda as I will 
have a chance to elaborate later.

What is special about the ICPD POA 
that made it so relevant beyond a par-
ticular timeline and therefore of critical 
relevance to the Post-2015? 

Indeed, unlike the earlier two World Popula-
tion Conferences, the ICPD POA redefi ned 
demographics and population issues pri-
marily from a sustainable, human centric, 
equitable and gender sensitive standpoint. 
Unlike the earlier two conferences, it rede-
fi ned population policies from a human well-

being and rights perspective, giving due at-
tention to critical issues of gender equality, 
reproductive health and protection of repro-
ductive rights and sustainability. Unlike the 
earlier conferences, the ICPD also called 
for all constituencies in society to play their 
public policy share and assume a stronger 
and more engaging role in governing popu-
lation issues and in bringing about the de-
sired policy, programme and reality change. 

No wonder then that when the General As-
sembly approved the review of progress of 
the implementation of the ICPD POA, it took 
a conscious decision to retain and maintain 
the POA beyond 2014 sine die and without 
a time limit.

Interface between the Post-MDG and 
the ICPD POA Reviews

The conjunction of the ICPD beyond 2014 
Review with the assessment of the perfor-
mance and delivery of the MDG framework 
offers an unprecedented opportunity for 
us to reposition population issues in the 
broader Post-2015 and indeed post Rio+20 
debate. This will help us move towards 
a mutually supportive, human rights and 
equality-based and sustainable develop-
ment. 

Let me at this juncture give a quick brief on 
the process of both the MDG and the ICPD 
Beyond 2014 Reviews.

Insofar as the MDG is concerned, the UN 
System Task Team, which the Secretary 
General set up early this year, has already 
provided a preliminary vision of a Post-2015 
development agenda in the Secretary-Gen-

eral’s (SG’s) Report ‘Realizing the Future we 
Want for All’. The UN Task Team has recently 
set up a UN Working Group to look at the in-
terface between the outcomes of the Rio+20 
and the development framework which was 
discussed in the SG’s Report in order to bet-
ter defi ne integrated sustainable develop-
ment goals (SDGs) for the Post-2015. I will 
come back to the development vision in this 
report to propose a positioning of population 
issues from a two-pronged perspective.

As we speak, eleven global thematic reviews 
are being carried out on a range of devel-
opment issues, including health, inequality, 
employment, governance, education, wa-
ter, energy and others. One of the global 
thematic consultations is on ‘population 
dynamics’, which is being led by UNFPA. In 
addition, national MDG consultations are be-
ing scheduled to take place in the next few 
weeks in more than fi fty six countries bring-
ing government, civil society partners and a 
range of stakeholders together in order to 
take stock of countries’ experiences with 
MDGs at the national level and to redefi ne 
development priorities and approaches for 
the Post-2015 from a country perspective. 

As to the ‘ICPD beyond 2014’ Operation 
Review, it is well underway. The review con-
sists of several interrelated activities includ-
ing a global survey and a number of thematic 
global and regional conferences, such as the 
Global Youth Forum in Bali on 4-6 Decem-
ber and the Human Rights Meeting in June 
2013. 

The survey design and questionnaire and 
the adoption of progress and impact indica-
tors have been completed with the full par-
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ticipation of UN sister agencies whose man-
dates cover a range of development issues 
of primary relevance to the MDG and Post-
2015 consultations including health, educa-
tion, inequality, human rights, youth, ageing, 
gender, labour, economic development, ur-
banisation, migration, the environment, con-
fl ict and fragile contexts, and many others. 
Agencies will again be invited to participate 
in the analysis of the data gathered by the 
ICPD Operation Review. 

Seen together, the ‘ICPD Operation Review 
beyond 2014’ and the ‘MDG 2015’ pro-
cess are multifaceted and at different levels 
of depth, inter-dependence and synergy. It 
is in this context that the ICPD Operation 
Review (OR) will contribute to shaping up 
the Post-MDG and Post-2015 develop-
ment agenda in terms of consultations, les-
sons learned, substantive and policy analy-
sis, as well as advocacy through shared 
constituencies and interest groups, includ-
ing government, civil society, youth groups, 
parliamentarians, private sector and UN 
country team.

Let me now turn to substance and to main-
streaming population issues in the Post-
2015.

ICPD issues as part of the Post-MDG / 
Post-2015 development agenda 

It is common observation that over the last 
twelve years or so and since the adoption of 
the Millennium Declaration, the MDG frame-
work has galvanised the world’s attention 
and efforts regarding major development 
issues. In fact, well-defi ned, measurable, 
manageable and focused goals and targets 

have been quite attractive globally. Goals 
and targets, including Goal 5 b in connec-
tion with universal access to reproductive 
health, have infl uenced global and national 
development policies, resource allocations 
and development accountability and bench-
marking.

However, while signifi cant progress has 
been made on a number of fronts, signifi -
cant challenges are still haunting the world 
community when it comes to achieving ‘the 
Future we Want for All’. Indeed, the same 
reviews have highlighted the critical impor-
tance of overarching guiding principles such 
as human rights equality and sustain-
ability, which were missing from the MDG 
framework, and which had represented the 
very premise of the ICPD POA as stated 
earlier.

Also missing from the MDG framework were 
complementary and necessary policy areas, 
such as: 

a)  Inclusive economic growth (regarding 
employment, productivity and others), 
and

b)  a signifi cantly greater and sustained in-
vestment in the social sector (such as 
education, health including reproductive 
health, water and sanitation, shelter and 
others). 

You will agree with me that investment in the 
population and social sector and in bridg-
ing growing and expanding structural social 
and economic disparities within and across 
countries is both a process and an ultimate 
development dividend and a guarantee for 
sustainability.

Within these two complementary policy and 
programme areas, two intermediary over-
arching goals become critical and indispen-
sable for the Post-2015:

a)  Curbing the sources of inequality and 
bridging disparities, among and particu-
larly within countries, and 

b)  Supporting groups who happen to be 
structurally at a disadvantage, mostly 
women, different age groups in need 
such as the youth and the elderly, female 
adolescents and marginalised and vul-
nerable groups, including reaching the 
bottom 20 per cent.

It is in this particular context that the POA 
provisions and population and reproductive 
health issues become central to develop-
ment and should be considered an integral 
part of and of paramount policy signifi cance 
to the Post-2015 development agenda. 
Such issues should strategically be consid-
ered from a two-pronged policy perspective: 

a)  Managing the consequences of evolving 
population dynamics, including chang-
ing population structures, internal and 
international population movement and 
distribution; and addressing the devel-
opment needs of special age groups 
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such as youth and the older people, as 
they have tremendous bearing on macro 
social and economic development and 
sustainability processes and outcomes, 
and 

b)  bridging disparities and ensuring access 
to reproductive health and protection 
of reproductive rights, within a gender 
equality perspective as they represent a 
critical challenge for achieving dignifi ed 
human development and wellbeing for all.

Let me elaborate on how population dy-
namics and reproductive health globally are 
indispensable ingredients of and should be 
mainstreamed in the Post-MDG / Post-2015 
development agenda.

Population dynamics

Todays and even tomorrow’s world demo-
graphics will have a profound impact on 
the world economy, and the economic and 
social dividends within and across coun-
tries. On the one hand, fertility levels have 
declined in many countries. Fertility rates 
are today below replacement levels in over 
83 countries across regions. Some of the 
countries have fertility rates that are consid-
ered by some governments as very low and 
governments in many such countries are 
trying to implement a set of new policies 
that face the challenges of rapid ageing 
and even the possibility of actual decrease 
in population size. On the other hand, and 
due to population momentum, Asia is pro-
jected to add a billion people over the next 
forty years, with a large increase in the el-
derly population. As to sub-Saharan Africa, 
it is yet to complete its demographic transi-
tion. 

Indeed, population growth in sub-Saharan 
Africa has been the most important socio-
economic driver as a mid-size African coun-
try grows by 250 to 300,000 young people 
every year (as it has just been reported re-
cently in the SG’s Report on NEPAD). Popu-
lation dynamics will be the major issue for 
African governments in the future. Close to 
two thirds of the population in Africa are be-
low 25 years of age today.

Managing the consequences of population 
dynamics will therefore be required to ease 
pressure on ecosystems and natural resourc-
es, facilitate the management of land and 
water resources, and improve the chances 
of achieving a more equitable distribution of 
energy, particularly in urban areas.

Ageing

Because of sustained decline of fertility in 
many parts of the world, ageing is on the 
rise. Europe, including many Eastern Euro-
pean countries have an unprecedented pace 
of ageing with an average of anywhere from 
20 to 26 per cent above the age of 60. As 
to Asia, ageing is projected to be on a scale 
unmatched by any other region in the world. 
In China, for instance, the proportion of those 
aged 65 and above is projected to rise from 8 
per cent in 2010 to 26 per cent in 2050. Japan 
is now the only nation with over 30 per cent 
of its population aged 60 or above. By 2050 
however, more than 60 countries are forecast 
to have passed this milestone. By 2050, it is 
expected that 80 per cent of the world’s older 
people will live in developing countries. 

In every continent and in societies at very dif-
ferent stages of economic development, we 

are living longer. Improved diets and sanita-
tion, medical advances and greater pros-
perity have all helped push life expectancy 
higher. A Post-2015 development agenda 
should therefore account for a progres-
sively and rapidly ageing world by promot-
ing healthy ageing and economic well being 
in old age. It should also have provisions to 
address inequalities, which are increasingly 
faced by older persons. 

In addition, the growing number of older per-
sons, and the ensuing increase in demand 
for long-term care including a sophisticated 
health care, presents huge social, economic 
and cultural challenges. Ageing is increasing 
in families that have fewer children to look 
after parents, putting the intergenerational 
support system under stress. 

As UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon has 
said, the impacts of this demographic phe-
nomenon across the world ‘are profound 
and extend well beyond the individual and 
immediate family, touching broader society 
and the global community in unprecedented 
ways’. How we choose to address these 
challenges and maximise the opportunities 
of a growing older population will determine 
whether society will reap the benefi ts of the 
longevity dividend. 

UNFPA launched on 1. October this year the 
international report on ‘Ageing in the Twenty 
First Century: A Celebration and a Challenge’. 

The report found three areas that required 
speedy actions in order to ensure a society 
for all ages in which both, young and old are 
given the opportunity to contribute to devel-
opment and share in its benefi ts: 

1)  An urgent need to guarantee income se-
curity and access to essential health and 
social services for older people; 

2)  A signifi cantly stronger investment in 
young people combined with fl exible em-
ployment, lifelong learning and retraining 
opportunities to enable and encourage 
current generations of older people to 
remain in the labor market; and 

3)  A stronger involvement of governments, 
civil society, communities, families and 
older persons themselves to develop a 
new culture in which older persons are 
considered active members of their so-
ciety and their contributions recognised 
and promoted. 

In summary, conscious policies are required 
to i) foster full, productive and remunera-
tive employment, (ii) promote and invest in 
life cycle savings, and (iii) adopt progressive 
social transfers, in forms suitable to coun-
try contexts. The Post-2015 development 
agenda should consider relevant specifi c 
goals on social security coverage and fi scal 
and generational sustainability of pension 
and health care systems, as well as measur-
able targets for improvements in health sta-
tus among older people. 

Urbanisation

Another important demographic trend 
across the world is accelerated urbanisa-
tion. The world urban population, close to 
3.6 billion in 2011, will grow by about 72 
per cent between now and 2050, bringing 
the urban population up to 6.3 billion (about 
the whole world population in 2002). The 
vast majority of this growth will occur in less 
developed regions. The urban population 
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in the developing world is likely to double, 
from 2.7 billion in 2011 to 5.1 billion in 2050 
not to mention that much of the future ur-
ban growth will be made up of poor people. 
An important issue for consideration is how 
countries in the region will go about prepar-
ing for this inevitable urban future, which 
presents challenges but also development 
opportunities, particularly taking into ac-
count that many countries will face the ef-
fect of climate change and it is in urban ar-
eas where most mitigation and adaptation 
plans will be focused. 

A Post-2015 development agenda should 
therefore prioritise planning for future urban 
growth, including appropriate infrastructure 
and access to basic education, health in-
cluding reproductive health, and other ser-
vices, so that countries can reap the benefi ts 
of economies of scale and greater effi ciency, 
as well as ensure that urban trajectories are 
benefi cial to all urban residents. 

A particular area of concern is the vulnerable 
populations that are at risk of displacement 
or whose livelihoods are threatened due to 
climatic changes in environmentally fragile 
areas. The development agenda should pay 
particular attention to identifying such popu-
lations, and invest in reducing their vulner-
ability and enhancing their adaptive capac-
ity, including planning for potential migration 
and relocation of people. 

International migration

Moving on, international migration is also a 
major feature of population dynamics and 
it is mostly driven by economic motivations 
and the prospect of achieving better liv-

ing standards. Understanding international 
migration requires accepting that there are 
different patterns in different countries and 
sub-regions, which is part of the complexity 
of this phenomenon in this region. As migra-
tion is becoming more and more prevalent, 
having a large impact on all aspects of life, 
it should be incorporated as part of national 
policy frameworks, based on good data and 
evidence and ensuring that the rights of mi-
grants are upheld, protected and respected. 

A Post-2015 development agenda should 
therefore ensure international dialogue and 
cooperation on migration between sending 
and receiving countries, to ensure that mi-
gration occurs in safe and legal conditions, 
with full respect for human rights. It should 
strengthen the mechanisms that enable mi-
grants to contribute to development in both 
origin and destination countries. For instance, 
the economic contributions of migrants to 
their home countries, including remittances 
and the issuance and utilisation of ‘diaspora 
bonds’ could be strengthened, and the ad-
verse consequences, such as discrimination 
in host countries, appropriately addressed. 

While the fi rst set of issues, i.e. population 
dynamics and changing demographic struc-
tures, can be construed largely as cross-
cutting, enabling factors for Post-2015 de-
velopment goals, the second set of issues, 
i.e. access to quality reproductive health 
services within a gender equality framework, 
protection of reproductive rights and bridg-
ing disparities, should be included in and 
monitored through clear Post-2015 devel-
opment goal and target frameworks.

Let me elaborate.

Reproductive health, protection of 
reproductive rights, youth and bridging 
disparities

It so happens that inequalities among and 
within countries are most felt in the access 
to basic social services, health and repro-
ductive health in particular. While many 
countries are witnessing economic growth 
and notable progress towards the achieve-
ment of the Millennium Development Goals 
at the national level, in-country disparities in 
access to health and to reproductive health 
services are widening. 

One of the greatest health inequalities to-
day is in maternal mortality. It is true that 
globally, the number of maternal deaths 
has decreased from 543 000 in 1990 to 
287 000 in 2010 and maternal mortal-
ity ratio (MMR) declined from 400 mater-
nal deaths per 100 000 live births in 1990 
to 210 in 2010. However, more than 800 
women continue to die every day as a re-
sult of pregnancy or childbirth. African and 
South Asian countries rank fi rst and second 
highest in the world respectively in terms 
of maternal mortality rate. We all know that 
high maternal mortality is an indicator of an 
inadequate health care system, with poor 
quality of care and limited access to ser-
vices. Maternal mortality also indicates that 
a woman’s rights to life and health are be-
ing violated.

On the other hand, and despite their proven 
impact on social and economic develop-
ment, family planning programmes and the 
provision of reproductive health services 
have lagged behind on the national develop-
ment agenda. This has hindered efforts to 

decrease maternal deaths and morbidities, 
and prevent unintended pregnancies. 

Furthermore, the regional fi gures on unmet 
need for family planning disguise the real-
ity of many vulnerable and marginalised 
groups. The poor, the rural, those from mi-
nority ethnic groups and socially excluded, 
and the female adolescents and the young 
are especially at a disadvantage in terms of 
accessing reproductive health services. 

Indeed, an estimated 645 million women in 
the developing world were using modern 
contraceptives in 2012; that is 42 million 
more than in 2008. However, about half of 
this increase was due to population growth. 
In addition, 222 million women continue to 
have an unmet need for modern contracep-
tives. However, in the 69 poorest countries, 
the number of women who face an unmet 
need for modern contraceptives actually 
increased from 153 to 162 million between 
2008 and 2012. Bridging women’s unmet 
need for modern contraception in develop-
ing countries would prevent an additional 54 
million unintended pregnancies, including 21 
million unplanned births, would help to avoid 
26 million abortions (of which 16 million are 
unsafe) and seven million miscarriages. It 
would also prevent 79,000 maternal deaths 
and 1.1 million infant deaths.

Equal and sustained access to quality re-
productive health services, promoting gen-
der equality and empowering women and 
protecting their reproductive rights, reduc-
ing infant, child and maternal mortality and 
improving maternal health are therefore in-
dispensable ingredients of a Post-2015 de-
velopment agenda. Such an agenda should 



110

Session 2: How to integrate population dynamics in the international agenda? – Keynote address10th International Dialogue on Population and Sustainable Development

111

ability, provision of scientifi c evidence for 
policy dialogue and policy development, 
and clearly defi ned, robust and policy rel-
evant indicators is given due consideration 
in the Post-2015 development framework. 
Monitoring progress and accounting for im-
pact or remaining gaps is an indispensable 
management and governance tool as it ena-
bles countries ascertain the performance of 
their policies and the quality delivery of their 
strategies and intervention programmes.   

provide directions towards reducing structur-
al and system based inequalities in accessing 
quality reproductive health and other social 
services. This is central to development and 
certainly central to ending poverty and should 
therefore be refl ected in Post-2015 develop-
ment targets and sub-targets. 

Finally, investments in young people, curbing 
persistent child marriages, keeping female 
adolescents longer in schools and enabling 
youth to access friendly reproductive health 
information and quality services represent 
another critical population issue and should 
be an essential component of the broader 
global development agenda. 

In other words, goals pertaining to population 
and reproductive health issues are intimately 
linked to the development of a Post-2015 
agenda that eliminates extreme poverty, en-
sures economic growth, promotes peace 
and security, and is socially inclusive and envi-
ronmentally sustainable. These goals include 
achieving universal access to sexual and 
reproductive health, promoting reproduc-
tive rights, reducing maternal mortality, and 
preventing HIV infection. All of these goals 
are crucial to accelerating progress on the 
International Conference on Population and 
Development (ICPD) agenda and achieving 
Millennium Development Goals 3, 4, 5 and 6. 

Allow me to highlight the Post-2015 vision 
that has been articulated in the SG’s Report 
and highlight the place that population dy-
namics should occupy in this vision (fi gure 
1).

A Post-2015 development agenda should 
therefore consider adopting measurable tar-

gets regarding achieving better education, 
sustainable job creation, and the removal 
of barriers to accessing reproductive health 
care for improving young people’s opportu-
nities and their wellbeing, and for maximising 
their contribution to society.

In summary, the Post-2015 development 
agenda should therefore address the follow-
ing issues: 
i)  Universal access to sexual and repro-

ductive health and protection of repro-
ductive rights (SRHR) as a pathway to 
sustainable development and to an indi-
vidual and social wellbeing;

ii) Incorporating country-specifi c demo-
graphic dynamics in national sustainable 
development policies; and

iii)  Promoting gender equality. 

The above goals can and should be facili-
tated by ‘enablers’ including 
a)  achieving peace and security (at the 

global, regional and local level);
b)  securing macro-economic and fi nancial 

stability (primarily at the global level; ex-
amples include access to markets and 
mutually benefi cial trade terms, access 
to technology and so on); 

c)  committing to participatory and trans-
parent governance at the national and 
sub-national level; and 

d)  committing to environmental sustain-
ability (including strengthening, cushion-
ing and improving disaster management 
knowledge, technology, structures and 
practices).

In the end, and it has been mentioned in 
the UN Think Piece on Population Dynam-
ics, it is critical that the issue of data avail-

Enablers:
Fair and stable global trading sys-
tem Adequate fi nancing for develop-
ment and stable fi nancial system

Affordable access to technology 
and knowledge

Providing sustainable energy for 
all Coherent macroeconomic and 
development policies supportive of 
inclusive and green growth

Environmental
sustainability

Protecting biodiversity
Stableclimate

Resilience to natural 
hazards

Inclusive social 
development

Adequate nutrition for all
Quality education for all
Reduced mortality and 

morbidity
Gender equality

Universal access to 
clean water and 

sanitation

Inclusive 
economic 

development
Eradicating income, 
poverty and hunger

Reducing inequalities
Ensuring decent work 

and productive 
employment

Peace and 
security

Freedom from violence, 
confl ikt and abuse

Confl ict-free access to 
natural resources

Enablers:
Sustainable use of natural re-
sources (climate, oceans, forests, 
biodiversity) and management 
of waste

Managing disaster risk and 
improving disaster response

Enablers:
Democratic and coherent global 
governance mechanisms
Good governance practices 
based on the rule of law
Confl ict prevention and mediation 
Human rights protection
Women’s empowerment

Enablers:
Sustainable food and nutrition 
security
Univerdsal access to quality 
health care
Univerdsal access to quality 
education
Inclusive social protection systems
Managing demographic dynamics
Fair rules to manage migration

Figure 1: An integrated framework for realising the 
‘future we want for all’ in the Post-2015 UN development agenda

Human rights

Equality

Sustainability
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Summary of 

World Café 

Sessions Summary of World Café 
– Sustainability
The main question was ‘How can population 
dynamics be integrated within three dimen-
sions of sustainable development – econom-
ic, social and environmental development?

The participants discussed several ideas:

-  Population dynamics should be trans-
lated into concrete sectoral planning. 
Awareness could be created by regional 
dialogues and communication into which 
clear messages should be integrated. 

-  Strong involvement of youth in planning, 
in assessing and in all processes. The 
following was written on the table cloth: 
‘We should create our own platforms that 
would make the old listen to us. This can 
lead to intergenerational sustainability.’

-  The integration of population dynamics 
in new frameworks to be achieved by a 
strategy at several levels:

1. Global level: 
There is a paradigm focusing only on 
GDP growth (gross domestic product) 
versus population dynamics, a challenge 
which should be included.

2. National level:
Where the understanding of population 
dynamics increase, concrete sectoral 
planning (outside of health – e.g. water 
and sanitation) should be supported. 
Population dynamics should also be 
looked at in Western countries.

3. Local level:
Urbanisation is a challenge with all links 
to rural urban development.

4. Individual level:
a) SRHR as a fundamental right;
b) Better expression of population (no 
population control), investment in SRHR 
makes a difference to society  / not just 
family.

An important topic to integrate popula-
tion dynamics was creating impacts on 
economic development. The discussants 
underlined that the private sector should 
be incorporated into all decisions. Various 
opinions were:

a)  Economic changes by shifting from a 
market-based system to resources-
based markets, thus creating a new sys-
tem of values;

b)  The idea of large population or growing 
population as a new market of consum-
ers must be defeated, people need to be 
braver and question this;

c)  The role of Western and development 
countries by imports and exports, thus 
the accountability in exploitation of re-
sources, should be focused more on;

d)  An innovative way to approach issues 
could be to involve youth, since the 
youth bulge creates economic potentials 
to harvest demographic dividends.

Referring to the integration of population dy-
namics in the international agenda the new 
framework should 

a)  Allow for locals to defi ne development 
goals themselves;

b)  Create space for local creativity, innova-
tion and defi ning own solutions;

c)  Governments should participate with po-
licy obligation, accountability and sus-
tainability. 

The last main topic was the accountability of 
data. There were demands to include popu-
lation dynamics in research projects / data 
collection, goverments to use population 
projections, as well as to validate a strong 
monitoring tool all the time.

Statements by table hosts

John May (Center for Global Development), 
Jason Bremner (Population Reference Bu-
reau), Tanja Gabriela Osejo Carillo (Cent-
er for Development Research), Ntongolozi 
Gladys Bembe (GIZ-South Africa – Pro-
gramme weltwaerts)

Ntongolozi 
Gladys Bembe
South Africa

I am from South Africa, from the Seriti Insti-
tute; we are a partnership organisation of GIZ 
South Africa. The most outstanding issues in 
terms of sustainability were that we should 
have a strong involvement of the youth. We 
should create economic development and 
the youth should be part of it. What also 
came out was that, we the youth, should 
come up with initiatives. We should not only 
complain and come up with problems and 
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say that the old are not giving us platforms. 
We should create our own platforms that 
would make the old listen to us. This can lead 
to intergenerational sustainability. We need 
a strong monitoring tool that will ensure that 
we have authentic data that can be used and 
that this data can always be validated all the 
time. What came out as well was the equal 
distribution of resources and whatever we are 
doing, we should include all sectors of soci-
ety including the private sector. 

Jason Bremner
Washington

At the global level we talked about the need 
to question the existing economic paradigm 
that focuses solely on GDP growth. This of-
ten leads to the idea, that a large and growing 

population represents a new market. There’s 
a need to look at the economic paradigm of 
today and realise that population dynamics 
make that a challenge in terms of sustainabil-
ity. At a national or sectoral level, we need to 
increase understanding of population dynam-
ics and the assumptions behind these. We 
should translate it into concrete sectoral plan-
ning outside of just the health sector into sec-
tors such like agriculture, education, water 
and sanitation. Then at the local level it was 
discussed that urbanisation or migration are 
challenges. The urban places themselves do 
not have adequate planning right now. Then 
we have to look from the individual level and 
I am talking about individual in terms of those 
of us who are advocates of sexual reproduc-
tive health and rights. 

Finally, we have to become better at ex-
pressing population dynamics, not as it has 
been in the past as populations exploding 
and fear of population growth, but as a criti-

cal input for sector planning. We need too, 
with increasing confi dence, to make the 
case that investment in sexual reproductive 
health and rights policies and programmes 
makes a difference not just for women and 
for their families, but also for societies affect-
ing population dynamics in a positive way.

Tanja Gabriela 
Osejo Carillo
Nicaragua

How to integrate this topic population dy-
namics into sustainability: The people at our 
table say, as fi rst step, it’s much better to 
send a clear message; it’s much better to 
speak loud about what population dynamics 
means. The second step is to generate an 
understanding about the trade-off between 
population dynamics, environment and liveli-
hood, well-being.

The third key point was how to bring this re-
silience into the population. An active partici-
pation of people, identifying very well what is 
the real priority of the people and to involve 
the population over there. 

John May
Washington

Here is my washing line (the rope where the 
cloths from the World Café were hung) and 
I will try to share some of the ideas before 

they dry up. I have a red peg not a green 
one because I am truly multi-sectoral. We 
had three main ideas in this group. First of all 
are the linkages between population dynam-
ics and economy. I think we feel the missing 
link is the demographic dividends, because 
the countries do need to try to capture the 
demographic dividends. That will mean that 
they have to transform their demographic 
outcomes in order to capture the economic 
benefi ts of the demographic dividends. The 
second main idea was about the need for 
evidence-base and more data collection, not 
only quantitative but also, very importantly, 
qualitative. The third and fi nal idea was that, 
beyond the three dimensions – economic, 
social and environmental development di-
mensions – there is one major dimension 
which encompasses all of these dimen-
sions and that is political will. The political 
will needs to be expressed, but it has to lis-
ten to the people, to the importance of the 
bottom-up approach. We must listen to the 
people, but we must also have some stra-
tegic direction, otherwise this cannot be 
properly implemented.    
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Summary of World Café 
– Next development 
framework
The main question was ‘How can population 
dynamics be included in the next develop-
ment framework?’ 

The discussion at the tables on the ‘next de-
velopment framework’ were divided into two 
parts. Firstly, they talked about the architec-
ture of the overall process of the new devel-
opment framework referring to the keynote 
speech by François Farah. They stressed 
that we should take the virtues of the Millen-
nium Development Goals and build on them. 
They agreed that a lot of work had been 
done in the last 20 years, and yet a Post-
2015 framework has to be created around 
individuals. Within this process, one strategy 
would be to implement population dynamics 
as a cross-cutting theme. Finally, it was said 
that political leaders should be convinced by 
using data.

Further, the defi nition of population dynam-
ics was discussed, talking about the size of 
population and structure, ageing, rural mi-
gration, SRH unequal coverage, consump-
tion patterns, youth, individuality / freedom of 
choice and rights, and gender (microcredit, 
SRH, farmer / group women). 

The participants also drafted visions of the 
future they would like to see. A future on the 
basis of economic, social, environmental 
and peace dimensions:

‘The future we want’ / key priorities

Example 1

Example 2

While including population dynamics in the 
next development framework, the partici-
pants recommended to pay special atten-
tion to:

 - vulnerable groups; the invisible poor who 
are discriminated; 

 - multiple vulnerabilities should be taken 
into account;

 - youth and youth engagement in the pro-
cess;

 - communication; to have population dy-
namics embedded in a simple language;

 - education; 
-  realise that economic opportunities 

go alongside education;
-  that educating girls / women is neces-

sary with curricula in schools for boys 
and girls; with changes to cultural val-
ues / social structures;

-  include possibilities for participation 
for women and youth in SRHR;

-  long for social equity;
-  fi nally, make participation in SRHR 

possible, and
 - make data accountable to create equity 

and individual-centred surveys.

Peace
Social 
dimension

Environment

Economy

Economy Food security

Climate change

Governance
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Statements by table hosts:

Matthew Lindley (IPPF), Nebosja Novcic 
(Partnership for Maternal, Newborn and 
Child Health)

Matthew Lindley
London

The fi rst issue looked at some of the ar-
chitecture around the whole process. The 
second issue looked at some of the key 
points and the third at how can we get in-
volved. We looked at some of the key pro-
cesses and interventions and entry points. 
The overarching element of that conversa-
tion was that we have time until September 
2013. We want to try and infl uence that 
process. Having a coalition that keeps re-
peating why population dynamics is impor-
tant for economic issues, for environmental 
issues and for social issues, that’s why we 
have had population dynamics included in 
the next frameworks. 

Nebosja Novcic
Geneva

Population dynamics was perceived as an 
issue that underpinned and cut across the 
entire Post-2015 development framework. It 
was diffi cult to identify any major topics that 
are being discussed as part of this frame-

work that would not in some way include 
population dynamics. The other issue was 
that, in our discussions on how to improve 
the way we tackle these types of challenges, 
we must not forget that we have done a lot 
and have recorded many successes over the 
last 15 to 20 years. Sometimes these dis-
cussions appear to leave out the successes 
of the past and only focus on those areas 
that need to be improved.       
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Summary of World Café 
– Gender equality 
The main question was ‘How we can en-
sure that gender equality is mainstreamed 
in measures dealing with population dy-
namics?’

One of the central themes was women and 
their roles in the course of life. 

vs. gender equity 
(different concepts 

and frames)

Policies and 
laws (need to be 

implemented. e.g. 
rape / domestic 

violence)

Involve men in 
gender issues (also 
traditional leaders)

‘You can’t clap with 
only one hand’ – talk 

about men and 
women

Men should support 
women in their rights

Women to par-
ticipate at all levels 
(also at policy level) 

Education as key 
for empowerment, 

go also beyond 
education

Need for men to 
share responsibility 

of child-rearing

Gender empower-
ment – LGBT 

community to be 
included

Division of food (boys 
get better food, more 
is invested in them) 

include such issues in 
curricula

Quotas (permanent 
and initial ones) for 
women in all work-

ing sectors.

Role of women in 
society: agent of pop-
ulation dynamics (raise 
her voice, education in 

order to do it)

Gender 
equality

Women in the above mentioned roles could 
be considered as strong agents of change in 
population dynamics.

If empowered through instruments like edu-
cation (not only primary but secondary and 
tertiary education), they can:

 - play a positive role in maintaining peace 
in the society (especially in scenarios 
where young unemployed ones are mis-
used by anti-state organisations towards 
extremism in religion and culture, etc. to 
create instability in the region);

 - take care of their youth in a better way, 
especially in parts of the world where 
young people are being exploited for 
selfi sh, anti-nation activities including 
terrorism;

 - support the family through income gen-

eration and combat poverty and disease;
 - have a say in the family in matters like 

health seeking, use of contraception 
methods, number of children, etc;

 - be in a better position to understand the 
issues associated with overburdened 
population in the least-developed / de-
veloping countries like ours;

 - eliminate gender discrimination in chil-
dren regarding provision of food, educa-
tion and understand better that the girl 
child needs proper nutrition and educa-
tion in order to become a strong, healthy 
future mother;

 - eliminate the grievances associated with 
child marriages and be a stronger moth-
er to combat against this;

 - combat corruption in society through 
proper / better administration / manage-
ment if given a chance to.

Firstly women and their family roles were ac-
centuated: 

Women

Wife

Mother

Sister

Health

Nutrition

Education

Youth

Youth

Youth

Daughter
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Participants of the group drew on the ta-
blecloth that ‘gender is not only gender’. 

The diagram was painted for visualisation 
reasons. 

The group discussed also how gender is-
sues could mainstream population dynam-
ics and noticed that:

 - Firstly, policymakers have to be aware of 
the ‘drivers’ of population dynamics like 
size, structure, ageing, rural and urban 
problems caused by migration.

 - Secondly, it should be ensured that sec-
tors dealing with population policy and 
programmes take gender into account.

 - Thirdly, society should recognise that 
women’s rights are human rights and all 
policies must consider this.

 - Finally, the awareness, knowledge and 
skills of policy-makers on issues of sex 
(biological factors) and gender (social 
construct) should be increased.

They gave recommendations on how to achieve 
the objectives from the macro level to the na-
tional and local levels. Gender mainstreaming 
needs to be projected in all working sectors.

There were specifi c recommendations about 
how to implement the topic of population 
dynamics at the local level regarding 

1. Participation of women in the peace pro-
cess:
 - bring gender and culture together / in-

volve community and traditional and 
religious leaders;

 - involve men in gender issues (also tradi-
tional leaders).

2. Legislation of gender-based violence:
 - balance gender equity;
 - look at local levels; strengthen partici-

pation particularly at local level;
 - involve families;
 - work on participation at local levels, all 

intersectoral, care about people;
 - develop policies that guarantee access 

to key resources;
 - focus on need for basic rights;
 - strengthen institutions (policy and laws) 

to enforce policies and laws: ‘a man 
cannot be raped’. ‘If you are beaten by 
your wife, you cannot go to the police’;

 - call for government accountability;
 - demand equal levels of health and edu-

cation and well-being across different 
genders.

3. Re-orient the school curriculum:
 - promote women in higher education, 

introduce gender-sensitive curricula;
 - realise education is key, quotas, values, 

equal opportunity;

 - stress that reproductive health could be 
part of the curriculum referring to sus-
tainable development goals;

 - focus on men-to-men education;
 - work on expectations / role models / 

gender roles in households – fair shar-
ing (social pressure, choice, structure 
services);

 - be aware of importance of adolescents’ 
education (involve men), research-
awareness for men;

 - encourage male participation in family life;
 - stop tendency of coercing men; 
 - instead use persuasive approach;
 - realise male-to-male communication, 

men-to-men approach;
 - realise that boys get better food, more 

is invested in them. Include such issues 
in curricula;

 - focus on sex education;
 - notice the value of education – fertility 

(costs implied);
 - talk to their children about HIV. There 

should be support from men and women;

Gender is not 
only women

Men die 
of chronic 

diseases / die early

Disaggregate data 
(sector and gender)

No education for 
men related 

w / sexuality and fam-
ily peer to peer men 

to men

Paternal leave / time
effectively spent

w / children

All weight on women 
(older age)

Violence 
against

men / incl. rape

Laws, effective, 
concerted, political 

will
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 - emphasise the need to talk about con-
traceptives;

 - institutionalise child care.

4. Work on income generation schemes for 
women like micro credits, create job op-
portunities in rural areas:
 - stress that empowerment should be an 

affi rmative action;
 - fi nd out if gender projects are popu-

lated by men;
 - give access to credit and loans;
 - invest in social security and economic 

development;
 - invest in education.

5 Legislation and implementation of quotas 
for women:
 - realise that very few women are in the de-

cision-making processes in parliaments;
 - introduce quotas for women in all sec-

tors, quotas for women in political par-
ties and parliament.

6. Disaggregated data by gender / age:
 - plan regulation of gender equality.

7. Gender-related indicators:
 - show the role of women in society; wom-

en are agents of population dynamics;
 - equip women with instruments to claim 

their rights: education;
 - ensure that women have the right to de-

cide when to have …

8. Gender balance manifesto of political 
parties:
 - have gender equality at elections;
 - reach percentages showing policy-mak-

ers the effi ciency of gender balance.

Statements by table hosts

Scott Moreland (Futures Group), Mubita 
Simonda (Afya Mzuri), Kristin Häfner (GIZ), 
Anisa Afridi (HRSU FATA)

Scott Moreland
USA

We talked a lot about quotas and laws, 
which is an effort to maybe break through 
some barriers. Some people thought these 
laws or these quotas could be permanent 
and some could be there as a way of break-
ing down initial gender roles and demon-
strating that you know the world’s not going 
to come to an end if the number of women 
particularly changes in some particular as-
pect.

Kristin Häfner
Germany

In my fi rst group there were only men and in 
the second group there were only women. 
The men were talking about the women and 
the women were talking about the men. 
What one of my youth colleagues told me, 
I would like to share with you: You cannot 
clap with only one hand, you need two. If 
you talk about gender, you need to involve 
men and women.

Mubita Simonda
Zambia

Two key issues came out in my group on ed-
ucation and policies /laws. The group men-
tioned the need for male involvement and 
capacity building on gender-related mat-
ters, as this will improve the health of both 
men and women, for example men taking 
an interest in family planning programmes at 
household level. The group also mentioned 
that there were gaps in laws especially con-
cerning men, for example, the non-exist-
ence of laws on the rape of men. This has 
adversely contributed in men and boys not 
coming out into the open when such atroci-
ties are committed, hence keeping quiet. If 
we are to address gender inequalities and 
challenges on population dynamics there is 
a need to educate political leaders for a po-
litical wheel, traditional leaders the custodi-
ans of customary law on early marriages and 
polygamy, religious leaders. 

Anisa Afridi
Pakistan

We started talking about the role of woman 
in society. If we accept how important she 
is and what role she can play as an agent 
of population dynamics, we need to equip 
her with the instruments with which she is 

able to raise her voice or demand her rights. 
That is only possible when she gets educa-
tion. We need to take notice of gender dis-
crimination in all sectors. There is a cultural 
discrimination between a female and a male 
child, whether it be in the provision of food, 
clothing and other necessities or education. 
The male child is given more food than the 
female. Considering that she is going to be-
come a part of another family in future, the 
parents invest more in the male children. We 
need to create awareness and sensitisation 
regarding gender equality right from the pri-
mary education level, in education at a very 
primary level. The curriculum should have 
contents to teach boys to respect girls as 
gender equality cannot be attained without 
the support of both sexes and, of course, 
as females are mostly the sufferers, mostly 
males can play a vital role in this respect.   
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Summary of World Café 
– ICPD beyond 2014 
The main question was ‘How can we in-
crease the relevance of the ICPD Programme 
of Action and of sexual and reproductive 
health and rights in the current debate about 
global population dynamics and sustainable 
development?’

The participants discussing at the table 
dealing with ICPD beyond 2014 fi rst of all 
focused on the whole process of how to go 
forward with the entire ICPD Programme of 
Action. The main idea was to concentrate 
on the more controversial issues and not 
on communalities, in order to advance the 
whole process of ICPD beyond 2014.

Proposals like the creation of a global frame-
work mechanism, that governments take re-
sponsibility to add sex and reproductive health 
and rights to their agenda or that a think tank 
should be established within the context of 
demographic potentials, fi nancial budgets, 
statistics and evidence were discussed. The 
participants stressed that SRH should play an 
important role in all negotiations.

The participants underlined the importance 
of data for advancing the process. ‘Things 
don’t happen until they are measurable’ was 
one of the comments written on the table 
cloth. Further: ’evaluation could work with 
a minimum set of indicators; governments 
should incorporate the data from demog-
raphers into sectoral planning and country-
based global commitments’.

The participants recognised that people are 
very specialised in their own areas, but they 

don’t understand what population dynam-
ics means. Therefore gaining a shared un-
derstanding of population dynamics would 
be the fi rst step. The second step would 
be to generate comprehension about the 
trade-off between population dynamics, the 
environment and livelihood or well-being. 
Clarifying terms like population dynamics 
and linkings to family planning, birth control, 
birth spacing was another crucial point of 
discussion.

Further discussions were about ‘participa-
tion’: the role of Europe and its responsibility 
to increase accountability in discussions, the 
role of governments in listening to the voices 
of civil society, as well as the involvement of 
ministries and communities. Finally, the role 
of civil society to fi nd mechanisms like net-
works, as well as ownerships from the bot-
tom up – from local to global levels – was 
also discussed. 

Statements by the table hosts

Erica Belanger (IPPF), Lydia Ettema (Ma-
rie Stopes International), Ruth Hildebrandt 
(GIZ – Afghanistan),

Erica Belanger
London

I was the host of three very different dis-
cussions. The fi rst discussion we had, very 
much concentrated on looking at ICPD and 
how we make sure that ICPD is kept relevant 
and revitalised. The second round seemed 
to talk a lot about rights. One very important 
point was made, that we often use sexual 
and reproductive health interchangeably 
with ICPD. We discussed that we should 
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concentrate on the more controversial is-
sues and try to see how we can bring for-
ward the controversial issues. The last 
group talked about the ‘how’. What is the 
mechanism? How do we make sure that the 
realities at the community level are refl ected 
on a global level? How does civil society play 
a role in countries where governments don’t 
necessarily allow civil society to hold them 
accountable and how is that changing in 
various countries?

Lydia Ettema
London

The participants of the various groups high-
lighted the importance of 1) an action-ori-
ented approach; 2) monitoring and evalua-
tion and 3) a country-level follow-up. It was 
also suggested that an extra ‘r’ be added 
to the sexual and reproductive health and 
rights – and that is ‘responsibility’ – in up-
coming discussions. Everyone agreed that 
it is ‘our’ responsibility and ‘not only’ our 
responsibility, but also the responsibility 
of the individual, communities, and the re-
sponsibility of the governments, civil society 
and donors to take the topic forward. What 
is linked to that responsibility is that people 
are well-informed about SRH and about 
their rights.   

Ruth Hildebrandt
Islamabad

One important message that came out of 
our discussion was that we were refl ecting 
on the ‘how’. Could there be a mechanism 
as part of a Global Development Framework 
ensuring that governments take population 
dynamics issues into their sectoral planning, 
and how could that work.         



Klaus Müller

First Vice President of East and West 
Africa, KfW Entwicklungsbank 
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Final words

Summary of the 
Conference and Final 
Remarks 
This is the third time I have been participat-
ing in this conference. These events have al-
ways been inspiring. In addition, they help to 
establish and extend networks and to gain 
insights into new developments and topics 
related to sexual and reproductive health 
and rights (SRHR) in particular. They are ex-
cellent due to their different formats and in 
terms of expertise of the participants. We 
should continue with the focus on the par-
ticipation and involvement of youth; this has 
really been an asset in this conference. 

Last night we celebrated the 10th anniver-
sary of the International Dialogue. This is a 
very good point in time to refl ect on past 
achievements, but also to look at the way 
ahead. In his opening speech, Klaus Brill 
(Bayer Healthcare) pointed out rightly that 
ten years ago (in 2002), the topic of sexual 
and reproductive rights was neglected in 
the international debate. The International 
Dialogue changed this image and helped to 
put the topic on the international agenda. 
In 2011, we started to link sexual and re-
productive health rights with education and 
opened the Dialogue to other sectors. This 
year, we continued this process by opening 
the Conference to the broader topic of pop-
ulation dynamics with regard to the sectors 
governance, food security and environment 
and resources. The International Dialogue 
on Population and Sustainable Development 
has developed into a brand and the organ-
isers can be very proud of what has been 
achieved. More than 100 participants with 

highly diverse backgrounds from more than 
30 countries are attending the Dialogue this 
year, which is truly impressive. 

From my side, I would like to focus on six 
aspects of the Dialogue and refl ect on the 
thoughts and ideas I am taking back from 
this conference: 

1. Defi nition of Population Dynamics
During the feedback session from the work-
ing groups as well as during the evening 
panel discussion it became clear that it is 
important to defi ne and to better describe 
what population dynamics means. The Dep-
uty Minister of Health from the Kingdom of 
Lesotho, Lucia Nthabiseng Makoae, was 
mentioning ‘ageing’ as one important topic 
not yet touched by the Dialogue. Other as-
pects that came up were ‘urbanisation’ and 
‘migration’, ‘feminisation of agriculture and 
of rural areas’. John May from the Centre 
for Global Development was highlighting the 
importance of the ‘demographic dividend’ 
for global development. 

Kate Gilmore (Deputy Executive Director, 
UNFPA) explained to us the importance of 
building bridges between resilient individu-
als to resilient societies. I am convinced that 
this is the way we have to think as we need 
both aspects in this discussion, the individ-
ual and human rights perspective as well as 
economic, ecological and political perspec-
tives of a society as a whole. In the panel 
discussion it was also remarked that  ‘we 
should have ministers of fi nance here on 
the panel’. It might well be that we are dis-
cussing too much in our own (small) expert 
community and that we need to broaden 
the forum, including economic and fi nancial 

experts and in particular the private sector, 
which was under-represented at this Inter-
national Dialogue. And it is encouraging that 
nowadays you do see ministers of fi nance, 
the International Monetary Fund (IMF) and 
other fi nancial institutions opening up to the 
question of population dynamics.

2. Importance of emotions and facts
In her keynote address, Kate Gilmore high-
lighted two interesting aspects with regard 
to reproductive health and rights: point one 
is the emotional side, and she illustrated it 
well through the tragic story of a 10-year-old 
girl, who was forced into an early marriage. 
The second point – and it was mentioned 
during the conference quite often – is the 
necessity to have reliable facts and fi gures. 
Again, we need both. If you talk to a minister 
of fi nance, he is likely to have a family, so 
he will hopefully be struck emotionally. But 
in this job he needs to take very tough de-
cisions, and we need to provide him at the 
same time with convincing facts and fi gures 
concerning reproductive health and rights.

3. Cross-sectoral approaches
When searching the Internet for ‘demo-
graphic change’, the fi rst results are docu-
ments by banks, insurance companies 
and economic journals. It is a topic that is 
reaching a much broader audience today, 
and there really is the scope now to open 
up the discussion. We have talked a lot 
about cross-sectoral dialogues and holistic 
approaches, but we also know that it is a 
very complex and sensitive issue. I appreci-
ate very much that we have started these 
discussions in the working groups, besides 
all challenges. At the same time, I still re-
member the time of the integrated regional 
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development programmes, and we all know 
that they have not really been that success-
ful. That means there is a limit to complexity. 

From the discussions in the cross-sectoral 
working groups I found two ideas extremely 
interesting: The fi rst idea is, that if you want to 
tackle the problems of population dynamics 
at a cross-sectoral level, you have to look at 
those institutions that are coordinating these 
cross-sectoral issues. The point was made 
clearly that local governments are a focal 
point in that respect. In my view, this obser-
vation is of importance when looking at pro-
gramme approaches. As an example, KfW 
supports a children´s fund in Burkina Faso, 
which does not target individual sectors. 
Here, the local government is the key ac-
tor integrating different measures to prevent 
child work or to improve the living conditions 
of families directly. The second idea was the 

recommendation to promote more strongly 
outcome-orientated approaches combining 
different sectors. 

At KfW, where population dynamics is one of 
three megatrends shaping our overall strat-
egy, it is a particular challenge to integrate 
population dynamics both in our domestic 
and international activities. As a major value 
added, this development has stimulated a 
very intensive dialogue between the national 
and international branches of our organisa-
tion across different sectors and enables us 
to combine relevant aspects from both sides 
into our programmes.

4. Post-2015 discussion
Regarding the Post-2015 discussion, there 
has been a lot of consensus on the necessity 
to include population dynamics and SRHR. In 
her opening statement at the panel discus-

sion, Ursula Müller from the Federal Ministry 
for Economic Cooperation and Development 
(BMZ) expressed that it is not a question of 
whether ‘it should be integrated’. It is really 
only a question of ‘how it should be integrat-
ed’. The shift from the Millennium Develop-
ment Goals (MDGs) to a stronger focus on 
sustainability in form of Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals (SDGs) was discussed. Renate 
Bähr, DSW (Deutsche Stiftung Weltbevoel-
kerung), gave a very precise defi nition of what 
she is expecting, and there was consensus 
with everybody on the panel to focus on uni-
versal access, youth and women. It will be a 
challenge to integrate all these themes into 
the Post-2015 policy framework, and we can 
be happy that Renate Bähr and Tewodros 
Melesse from the International Planned Par-
enthood Federation (IPPF) have the oppor-
tunity to infl uence the discussion, alongside 
UNFPA. 

5. Involvement of Youth
We mentioned a few times the valid contri-
butions of the youth representatives; I would 
therefore like to devote one point to the con-
tributions that we received from them. We 
are all very happy that all of them were very 
outspoken and really brought their topics 
and issues on the table. I think it became 
very clear that in the competition about ‘re-
sources’ and ‘wealth’, it is very often at the 
expense of the young generation and there-
fore it is absolutely needed and required and 
demanded by the youth representatives to 
be involved, to participate and have a voice 
in the decisions made. 

6. National Ownership
I particularly liked the comments made by 
John Ngugi from DSW at the panel discus-

sion, who was mentioning that develop-
ing countries need to get rid of their donor 
dependency. I fully agree with his remark, 
especially for social sector programmes. 
If we at KfW support a programme in the 
energy sector, the partner government will 
usually contribute 10, 20, or even 30 per-
cent to the programme budget. If there is a 
reproductive health programme, we can be 
happy if we get contributions in kind of one 
or two percent of the total volume. There-
fore, the strong statement that we need a 
much stronger ownership and contribution 
from the receiving countries – especially in 
the social sectors – is much appreciated. 
We also need to invest more in education 
of young people, especially at the secondary 
and higher education level. 

At the end of this summary I want to thank 
one person in particular – Joachim Schmitt 
from BMZ, because he will unfortunately 
not be able to join us in the preparations for 
the next International Dialogue on Popula-
tion and Sustainable Development. He has 
been a truely driving force in the preparation 
and implementation of the last Dialogues, 
increasing engagement, visibility and politi-
cal leadership of BMZ considerably. We will 
certainly miss him, and we wish him all the 
best for his new and challenging position at 
the South African Development Commu-
nity (SADC) in Botswana.     
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future ahead of us which is still going to be 
quite challenging. 

Through the last couple of days, I’ve really 
taken note of this sense that there is an op-
portunity to kind of fuse together ‘popula-
tion dynamics’ and the ‘rights of gender’. I 
think this has been an overwhelming theme 
that has really come through during the last 
couple of days and lots of really good ideas 
about how this can be brought forward, 
and how critical it is going to be, not only 
for the next frameworks of development, but 
for the whole of the 21st century as part of 
the work and the process we are undertak-
ing at the moment. One of the things that 
IPPF has been thinking through – and I’m re-
ally fortunate to have one of the consultants 
and the authors of this piece of work, Karin 
Newman, here – is what kind of shape as 
a federation we would like that world to go 
and take. We’re in the process of fi nalising 
that document and deciding how that docu-
ment is going to look and, in fact, one of the 
products we wanted to take from this meet-

10th International Dialogue on Population and Sustainable Development

ing was your thinking and your thoughts and 
to try and see how we could integrate some 
of that into the process. Through this 10th 
International Dialogue on Population and 
Sustainable Development you will be directly 
infl uencing how IPPF is shaping that vision, 
which we’re calling ‘Vision 2020’, for sexual 
health and reproductive rights. That was the 
last working title. 

I’ve been particularly touched during this 
meeting about the sense that population dy-
namics should really be about what makes a 
resilient population. What makes a popula-
tion capable and able to bounce back to the 
knocks and the challenges? But principally, 
who is population? Well, population is each 
of us as individuals; so what helps us as 
individuals bounce back to those knocks? 
And, I guess, I would quite like to add to that 
sense of ‘resilience’, a sense of optimism. I 
think one of the things we have started to 
lose over the last few years is a sense of op-
timism that this International Dialogue has 
certainly had.

Statement by 
Renate Bähr
DSW (Deutsche 
Stiftung Weltbe-
voelkerung)

First of all, I am very impressed by the devel-
opment of the International Dialogue. It has 
been inspiring to go from where we started, 
from a way of providing input and sharing 
information, to becoming a very active, so-
lution-oriented meeting. For me personally, 
this came at exactly the right time. I am a 
member of the High Level Task Force for 

the ICPD, which is working towards keep-
ing sexual and reproductive health and rights 
on the Post-2015 development agenda. We 
are in the process of defi ning positions and 
thinking about what is of most importance 
for this area. However, while population dy-
namics, challenges and opportunities ap-
ply all over the world, they are not always 
the same. Take ageing for instance. This is 
defi nitely more of an issue in the North at the 
moment, in comparison to the youth bulge 
issue being faced by other countries in the 
South. There will not be a ‘one-size-fi ts-all’ 
solution. The word I will take home with me 
is ‘resilient population’, which was used by 
Kate Gilmore from UNFPA. I think the new 
framework really needs to provide opportu-
nities for societies to be resilient via educa-
tion, access to health, etc.

As one of the hosts of the International Dia-
logue on Population and Sustainable Devel-
opment, I would also ask about what this 
means for the organisation I am heading. I 
think three things are important; fi rst, we will 
not just aim for one goal, we will set our fo-
cus much more on outcomes. That is also 
something that I will be doing in my position 
on the High Level Task Force. Second, when 
we are talking about sexual and reproductive 
health, we all know it is a broad approach 
that we are talking about, but we don’t men-
tion it and I think we need to reach out to 
other institutions, stakeholders and constit-
uencies to engage in population dynamics 
and sexual and reproductive health. 

Third thing: We talked a lot about the im-
portance of civil society engagement, about 
youth and youth involvement – that is abso-
lutely necessary. I would like to add a third 

Next steps mentioned 
by the organisers
Where are we going from here? How will we 
use the discussions and the debates in our 
daily work, how can we maintain the enthu-
siasm? 

Statement by 
Matthew Lindley 
International 
Planned Parenthood 
Federation (IPPF)

IPPF commemorates in 2012 it’s 60th birth-
day. This occasion is an opportunity to re-
think how we go about doing our work and 
how we’ll evolve in the future. There has 
been a big internal debate about ‘Is IPPF 60 
years old or is it 60 years young?’ We have 
great optimism that we are going to come 
out at the end of this process and realise 
that we are actually 60 years young with a 
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group, members of parliament. They are 
sometimes overlooked, but I would like to 
really highlight this – we should not forget 
them as MPs are very important. Some of 
you know that in Germany, DSW works with 
the All Party Parliamentary Group on Pop-
ulation and Development. We also reach 
out to parliamentarians in the East African 
countries where we work because they are 
infl uential and as our allies, they will help pri-
oritise sexual and reproductive health and 
population dynamics. 

Statement by 
Klaus Brill
Bayer Healthcare 
Pharmaceuticals

Before we go into the next steps, I want to 
throw out some ideas. Number one is when 
I look at the title – ‘dynamics’ is written there
 – and we really have demonstrated dy-
namics in our meeting. Not only by sharing 
different views, but also by walking around 
and changing tables. This was a very inter-
active meeting and this is something that I 
think is typical for this kind of International 
Dialogue on Population and Sustainable 
Development, to really demonstrate the 
interaction between people, topics and ar-
eas. 

This leads to the number two: I think last 
year in the closing remarks I said, I wish to 
have youth represented at the International 
Dialogue, and this year we achieved that. 
Thank you to all of those who are under the 
category of youth, that you have been com-
ing and have expressed your point of view, 

for standing up and giving a voice, which 
I think is very important because, let’s say 
the more ‘mature’ participants of the Inter-
national Dialogue have a view that oversee 
sometimes different views. I think it is a very 
lively element to have the youth here and to 
see and to hear different opinions, different 
perspectives and a different approach and 
a request for something to make a change. 

The third one is that I am impressed by what 
you have worked out in the last one and 
a half days. This is really something which 
gives the steering committee – and this is 
the fi rst next step – a headache, to digest all 
of this information, to analyse that informa-
tion and to come up with a good plan for 
what are the next steps in terms of using 
some of the good recommendations, fi nd-
ings, and analysis for the next International 
Dialogue meetings. We will look over all of 
this documentation and I think have a fruit-
ful, constructive and maybe sometimes con-
tradictive discussion about what will be the 
next steps. One fi rm next step is that we will 
have the 11th Dialog Meeting in 2013 in Ber-
lin and welcome back in 2013 to Berlin. 

Statement by 
Joachim Schmitt 
Federal Ministry 
for Economic 
Cooperation and 
Development (BMZ)

What are the takeaways? Also one of the 
advantages for us of hosting the Interna-
tional Dialogue is always the involvement 
we have from our political leadership, which 
we shouldn’t underestimate. It is very impor-
tant as well to have them here with us and 

to be part of the discussions and they are 
always very impressed about the meetings 
we organise. Following what Klaus Brill said, 
there are many, many takeaways and it is a 
bit diffi cult right now to structure these and 
to give them the right priorities. But there are 
six points I would like to mention:

First: The youth involvement worked well, I 
think we will work internally to take it maybe 
even a step further. We have had some dis-
cussion alongside what we could do; espe-
cially if we are committed to Population 21st 
Century we should keep focus. 

The second aspect I really liked of the dis-
cussions was about the student-centred 
approach, about the rights approach, about 
the empowerment approach. I found that 
very stimulating and very helpful. 

The third area, which I really didn’t expect, 
that for me would be a takeaway, we’ve 
been working on ways and means within our 
development cooperation to work on the is-
sue of child marriage. That was really some 
takeaway, the story Kate Gilmore gave us to 
keep on working on that. I mean that is such 
a crucial issue. We will intensify our work in-
ternally to see what we can do. 

Fourthly, we discussed the whole impor-
tance of data, demographic data and the 
qualitative views of data. That is something 
we will further discuss in our Ministry. We all 
know about the importance, but we need to 
get a better understanding internally about 
how we’ll approach that, because we have 
the feeling that right now, that all the sectors 
discuss data but we are not really where we 
want to be.

Number fi ve, with respect to the whole 
population dynamics and the new concept 
we are working on. What struck me was 
that the ‘resilience point’ of view is one that 
would be very helpful for us, because there 
is still the challenge – we need to cross over 
to other sectors, but we need to have a jus-
tifi cation and we need to have a clear idea 
of what we want. I mean, all the sexual re-
productive health and rights discussions will 
continue, that is such an important part of 
it. Maybe the resilience point of view opens 
a way towards how we can address other 
sectors. That’s something we will keep on 
discussing.

Last but not least, the very important and 
timely debate on the Post-2015 MDG 
Framework, thank-you for the excellent key-
note by François Farah (UNFPA).      
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Programme 

Day 1 – 24.10.2012 (Wednesday) 

 Location – GIZ House, Reichpietschufer 20, 10785 Berlin, Germany

12:00 a.m.  Registration with small lunch

   1:00 p.m.  Opening session

 Moderators: 

 Michael Zillich / Steffi  Leupold, denkmodell

 Welcome:

 Klaus Brückner, Director, Deutsche Gesellschaft für    

 Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) GmbH

  

 Klaus Brill, Vice President Corporate Commercial Relations, 

 Bayer Healthcare Pharmaceuticals

 

 Hans-Jürgen Beerfeltz, State Secretary, Federal Ministry for    

 Economic Cooperation and Development (BMZ)

 Keynote:

 Kate Gilmore, Assistant Secretary-General and Deputy 

 Executive Director, United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) 

 Reply by youth representative

 2:30 p.m. Understanding the challenge and good practice

  Three working groups ‘environment / resources, governance, food   

  and nutrition security‘. 

Methodology: A key note speaker will ‘set the scene‘ on the interrelation between 

population dynamics and the topic along the lines of the questions for discussions 

mentioned in the concept paper of the respective working groups. Afterwards, 

the working groups will split up into 3 sub-working groups that will continue the 

discussion along guiding questions. The sub-working-groups will meet again 

as a whole group, present the outcomes of the discussions and formulate joint 

recommendations from the 3 work streams.

Annex

Programme

Curricula Vitae

List of participants

10th Anniversary of the International Dialogue on Population 
and Sustainable Development – a Review
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Public panel discussion

Population Dynamics in the 21st Century:
An issue for the Post-2015 Development Framework?

 Location – Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development (BMZ), 

 Stresemannstraße 92, 10963 Berlin

6:30 p.m. Welcome:

 Ursula Müller, Director-General, Policy issues and political    

 governance of bilateral development cooperation; sectoral affairs,   

 Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development (BMZ)

 Keynote:

 Ingar Brueggemann, Founding member of the International    

 Dialogue series

 Reply by youth representative

 Discussants:

7:00 p.m. Renate Bähr, Executive Director, DSW (Deutsche Stiftung    

 Weltbevoelkerung), Member of the High-Level Task Force for ICPD

 Kate Gilmore, Assistant Secretary-General and Deputy Executive   

 Director, United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) 

 John May, Center for Global Development and Adjunct Professor

  of Demography at Georgetown University, Washington D.C.

 Tewodros Melesse, Director-General, International Planned    

 Parenthood Federation (IPPF)

  Moderator: 

  Melinda Crane, Deutsche Welle-TV, Moderator 

8:30 p.m.  End of Panel discussion 

  

Working Group: Population Dynamics linking to Governance

Moderator Ruth Hildebrandt, Technical Advisor, FATA Development    

 Programme – Health Component, Deutsche Gesellschaft für    

 Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) GmbH

Keynotes John May, Center for Global Development and Adjunct Professor 

 of Demography at Georgetown University, Washington D.C.

 Léonie Jana Wagner, Consultant, Deutsche Gesellschaft für    

 Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) GmbH

Rapporteur Jotham Musinguzi, Director – Region Africa, Partners in    

  Population and Development Africa Regional Offi ce (PPD ARO)

Working Group: Population Dynamics linking to Environment / Resources

Moderator  Karen Newman, Coordinator, Population and Sustainability    

  Network (PSN)

Keynote  Sarah Harper, Professor of Gerontology, Oxford University and   

  Director of the Oxford Institute of Population Ageing

Rapporteur Scott Moreland, Senior Fellow, Futures Group

Working Group: Population Dynamics linking to Food and Nutrition Security

Moderator  Ralf Südhoff, Head of Berlin, World Food Programme (WFP)

Keynote  Constanze von Oppeln, Food Security Policy Offi cer,    

  Welthungerhilfe (German Agro AID)

Rapporteur Sivananthi Thanenthiran, Executive Director, Asian-Pacifi c    

  Resource & Research Centre for Women (ARROW)

5:30 p.m. End of Working Groups
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World Café

Introduction by moderators

Sustainability: 

How can population dynamics be integrated within the three dimensions of sustainable 

development – economic, social and environmental development?

Next development framework:

How can population dynamics be included in the next development framework?

Gender equality:

How can we ensure that gender equality is mainstreamed in measures dealing 

with population dynamics?

ICPD beyond 2014     

How can we increase the relevance of the ICPD Programme of Action and of sexual and 

reproductive health and rights in the current debate about global population dynamics and 

sustainable development?

1:00 p.m.  Lunch break

2:30 p.m.  Results of World Café

 16 hosts will present the results from the World Café tables

4:15 p.m.  Final words: 

 Klaus Müller, First Vice President East and West Africa,    

  KfW Entwicklungsbank

4:30 p.m.  End of conference 

Programme 

Day 2 – 25.10.2012 (Thursday)

  Location – GIZ House, Reichpietschufer 20, 10785 Berlin, Germany

 9:00 a.m.  Refl ection of day 1, feedback by each of the groups

 Feedback presentation by rapporteurs of day 1

 Working group environment / resources 

 Working group governance

 Working group food and nutrition security

 Feedback by youth representatives in talkshow style

 Working group environment / resources 

 Working group governance

 Working group food and nutrition security

10:00 a.m. How to integrate population dynamics in the international   

 agenda?

 Keynote:

 ‚State of the art of the international discussion on future     

 development framework (MDGs beyond 2015 / ICPD + 20 / Rio + 20)‘

 François Farah, Post-2015, Post-MDG Coordinator, United    

 Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) 

11:00 a.m. World Café

4 tables 

4 tables

4 tables

4 tables



Bathala, Sandeep Kaur 
is a Program Associate for the 
Environmental Change and Se-
curity Program and the Global 
Health Initiative. Before, she 
was the Sierra Club’s Global 
Population and Environment 
Programme Director, where her 

efforts included coordinating study tours to India 
and Ethiopia to build a strong base of support for 
integrated reproductive health and environmental 
projects supported by USAID and U.S. contribu-
tions to the UN Population Fund.

Baumgartner, Philipp 
is a Junior Researcher at the 
Centre for Development Re-
search (ZEF) University of 
Bonn, Germany, in the Depart-
ment of Economic and Techno-
logical Change. The main focus 
of his research is the impact 

of large-scale agro-investments in East Africa on 
poverty reduction and rural transformation. He did 
his Master of Science in Political Economy of De-
velopment at the School of Oriental and African 
Studies in London. Additionally, he completed 
his Master degree in Regional Studies Southeast 
Asia, Economics and Politics, at the University of 
Passau, Germany. 

Beerfeltz, Hans-Jürgen
is State Secretary of the Fed-
eral Ministry for Economic Co-
operation and Development 
(BMZ) and former Vice-Pres-
ident of the German Federal 
Agency for Civic Education. 
He learned the fundamentals 

of development policy when working for the 
Friedrich Naumann Foundation, his fi rst job after 
graduating from Hamburg University in sociology. 
Mr. Beerfeltz was head of offi ce for the German 
Minister of Economics, Otto Graf Lambsdorff and 
was responsible in particular for coordinating his 
visits to the USA, accompanying him and also 
helping to welcome foreign offi cials visiting Ger-
many.

Behrend, Dr. Markus
is a German / Chilean Medi-
cal Doctor and Public Health 
Expert, holding an academic 
doctorate degree (Heidelberg), 
a M. Sc. in Health Systems 
Management (London School 
of Hygiene & Tropical Medicine) 

and is a graduate of WHO’s Global Health Lead-
ership Offi cer Program. For the past 18 years he 
has been working with international and national 
health authorities, development agencies and 
academia in the health sector of developing coun-
tries. Currently, he is with Deutsche Gesellschaft 
für Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) manag-
ing a Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation 
and Development (BMZ) funded Health Sector 
Support Program in Nepal.

Belanger, Erica 
is a Resource Mobilization Of-
fi cer at the International Planned 
Parenthood Federation (IPPF) 
Central Offi ce in London and 
has been with the Federation 
since 2007. She is responsible 
for working to create a sup-

portive environment within donor governments to 
fi nance sexual and reproductive health and rights. 
She is member of the steering group of the 10th 
International Dialogue on Population and Sustain-
able Development.

Beldzik, Claudia
is a Social Scientist. She stud-
ied in Germany and England 
and has work experience in 
Central America and South-
ern Africa. After working for an 
AIDS Service Organisation and 
an Online Service Company for 

medical doctors in Germany, she moved into in-
ternational development fi eld. In Costa Rica she 
developed an information network for a Latin 
American association, and in Mozambique she 
worked as advisor to the National AIDS Coun-
cil. Since 2011 she is on the HIV Focal Point for 
Deutsche Gesellschaft für Internationale Zusam-
menarbeit (GIZ) in South Africa. 

Bähr, Renate
is the Executive Director of 
DSW (Deutsche Stiftung Welt-
bevoelkerung). Ms. Bähr has 
a long-standing record of 
successful media and public 
awareness work for population 
and sexual and reproductive 

health issues in Germany and around the world. 
Ms. Bähr has served on the German government 
delegations to major conferences, including ICPD, 
for more than a decade. She holds degrees in Po-
litical Science and Mathematics by the University 
of Hannover.

Awin, Dr. Narimah
is the Director of the Fam-
ily Health Development Pro-
gramme in the Ministry of Health 
Malaysia, and is based in the 
capital city of Kuala Lumpur. 
This programme is responsible 
for health of ‘the family’ and 

takes the life-course perspective approach, from 
‘womb-to-tomb’ as the saying goes. Thus, she 
is responsible for policies in health and ageing. 
She contributed towards the development of 
the WHO document ‘Policy Framework in Active 
Ageing’, and is currently involved in two WHO 
projects and ageing, the ‘INTRA III’ project and 
the ‘Gender, Ageing and Health’ project.

Ali, Farzana
is currently working as Bu-
reau Chief in Peshawar, Pa-
kistan. She is a journalist 
and wrote numerous articles 
concerning social, political, 
and women issues. She did 
her Master in Journalism and 

Mass Communication at the Gomal University 
D.I. Khan.

Afridi, Samina
is from Khyber Agency of the 
Federally Administered Tribal 
Areas of Pakistan (FATA). She 
lectures at the University of Pe-
shawar, Pakistan. Besides be-
ing a member of the Provincial 
Commission on the Status of 

Women (PCSW) she is leading and coordinating 
the Female FATA Reforms Council (FFRC). Ms. Af-
ridi was awarded fellowship by SEPHIS / Ford pro-
ject for her research.

Afridi, Dr. Anisa
is presently serving as a Coor-
dinator in HSRU (Health Sector 
Reforms Unit) of the Feder-
ally Administered Tribal Areas 
of Pakistan (FATA) where she 
works on research and policy 
analysis related to public health 

issues. She did her Masters in International Health 
at the University of Heidelberg in 2008 and her 
PGC (Post Graduate Certifi cate) HRHM (Human 
Resources for Health Management) at the Queen 
Margaret University Edinburgh.

Acharya, Santosh
did his Bachelor in Physics at 
the Tribhuvan University (TU) 
and his Masters in Political Sci-
ence. He has nearly six years 
of experience in the develop-
ment sector, especially youth 
movement and youth issues, 

working from the leadership position. Since Au-
gust 2012 he is the President of a Youth Initiative. 
Also, he serves as Coordinator in an Anti-Cor-
ruption Campaign (Bhrastacharri Lai KiraParosh).
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Bembe, Ntongolozi G.
went to the University of Witwa-
tersrand, Johannesburg where 
she did her junior degree, grad-
uated and then got employed 
at Seriti Institute an non-gov-
ernmental organisation, which 
is working with communities to 

develop them. She is currently doing development 
work throughout South Africa, working with differ-
ent people. 

Berke, Carla
is Division Chief, Sector and 
Policy Division Peace and Se-
curity Sub-Saharan Africa, KfW 
Entwicklungsbank.

Bougnoux, Nathalie
is working on population issues 
for the French Development 
Agency (AFD). Currently, she 
is trying to identify how popu-
lation issues are integrated 
within the AFD development 
strategies and projects (sexual 

and reproductive health and family planning but 
also related issues linked to demographic growth 
such as urbanisation, climate change, access to 
education and health services, as well as to popu-
lation aging), and how AFD could integrate them 
better.

Bremner, Jason
is the Population Reference 
Bureau (PRB) Program Direc-
tor for Population, Health, and 
Environment, informing peo-
ple through research, writing, 
and outreach on the relation-
ships between population, en-

vironmental change, and the impacts on human 
health. He has over 10 years of research and 
programme experience in population, health, and 
environment and has worked throughout South 
America and East Africa.

Brill, Klaus 
is Vice President of Corporate 
Commercial Relations at Bayer 
Healthcare Pharmaceuticals, Ber-
lin. Further career milestones 
were: Head of Department of 
Medical Affairs Gynaecology 
and Marketing Gynaecology, 

Head of the Gynaecology Business Unit in the Ger-
man operation and Head of Strategy and Portfolio 
Management as well as of the Global Women’s 
Healthcare Business Unit. He is member of the 
steering group of the 10th International Dialogue 
on Population and Sustainable Development.

Brückner, Klaus
is Director, Deutsche Gesells-
chaft für Internationale Zusam-
menarbeit (GIZ) GmbH, Berlin. 
He did the spadework for North 
Rhine-Westphalia’s cooperation 
with the federal state of Branden-
burg and later on served as Head 

of the Unit for Personnel and Budget Matters in the 
newly established State Chancellery of Branden-
burg. From 2000 to 2002 he headed the Offi ce of 
the NRW Prime Minister. As he became GTZ Pro-
gramme Manager in South Africa, he served as 
advisor to the Presidential Offi ce and the Ministry of 
Finance and helped build up pan-African institutions 
such as the Pan-African Parliament, based in Johan-
nesburg. 

Brüggemann, Ingar 
is Vice Chair of the Rotar-
ian Action Group for Population 
and Sustainable Development 
(RFPD). From 1995 until 2002 
Ingar Brueggemann had been 
Director General at International 
Planned Parenthood Federation 

(IPPF) in London UK. Prior she had been with the 
German Foundation for International Development 
(DSE) in Berlin as Director Development Policy Fo-
rum. From 1989 until 1992 she was Director and 
Representative of the Director General of World 
Health Organization at the United Nations, New York, 
USA. All in all Ingar Brueggemann worked at WHO 
for 25 years. Since her retirement in 2002 she holds 
several honourary positions, amongst others, she 

was board member at The United Nations Children’s 
Fund (UNICEF) and at Deutsche Gesellschaft für In-
ternationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ). 

Büttner, Prof. Dr. Thomas
is a Demographer, working on 
global demographic trends, the 
HIV / AIDS epidemic, ageing 
and health. He holds a PhD in 
Economics and a DSc in De-
mography. He has worked for 
20 years at the United Nations 

Secretariat as a Demographer in the Population 
Division, where his main task was to prepare 
population estimates and projections for all coun-
tries of the world. Prof. Buettner retired from the 
United Nations in October 2011. He is now ac-
tive in several German NGOs and as consultant 
for the United Nations and others. He is 62 years 
old and married.

Datta, Neil
is Secretary at European Parlia-
mentary, Forum on Population 
and Development. He holds a 
Master’s Degree in European 
Public Administration from the 
College of Europe in Bruges 
and a Bachelor of Arts in His-

tory and Languages from the State University of 
New York at Binghamton. In 2000, together with 
a select group of Parliamentarians he founded the 
European Parliamentary Forum on Population and 
Development and since 2004 has served as its 
Secretary.

Djanibekov, Utkur 
is Junior Researcher at the 
Center for Development Re-
search (ZEF) University of 
Bonn, Germany, in the Depart-
ment of Economic and Techno-
logical Change. He researches 
about agricultural and ecologi-

cal economics and policy; land use change; farm 
risk management; cooperative game theory; ag-
ricultural contracts; economics of land degrada-
tion; carbon markets. He gained work experience 
in a German-Uzbek development project of the 
ZEF/UNESCO on landscape restructuring in Ur-

El-Gibaly, Prof. Dr. Omaima
is currently Professor of Public 
Health & Community Medi-
cine at the Assiut University in 
Egypt. There, she mainly re-
searches, is training facilitator 
in reproductive health relevant 
courses, and teaches under 

and post-graduates. She did her Ph.D. in Public 
Health and Preventive Medicine at the Faculty of 
Medicine, Assiut University in 1994. Also, she is 
member of IUSSP, the Egyptian Society of Com-
munity Medicine, and the Assiut Alliance for Arab 
Women.

Ennis, Ruth
is originally from Ireland but 
currently residing in Leipzig. 
She completed an HONS BA 
in European Studies in Dublin, 
with one year spent at the Uni-
versity of Strasbourg. The fo-
cus of her BA thesis was male 

victims of domestic violence using feminist analy-
sis. Ruth served on the Governing Council of In-
ternational Planned Parenthood Federation (IPPF) 
for three years between 2008 – 2011. Ruth has a 
longstanding interest in development and global 
issues, particularly those touching upon Sexual 
and Reproductive Health and Rights.

gench, Uzbekistan. As a Field Assistant he was 
responsible for virtual water analysis and farm and 
household surveys.

Ettema, Lydia
is Policy Advisor at Marie 
Stopes International (MSI).

Fabian, André
is working at Federal Ministry 
for Economic Cooperation and 
Development (BMZ).
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Glass, Dr. Christian 
is Desk Offi cer, Environment 
and Sustainable Resource 
Management at the Federal 
Ministry for Economic Cooper-
ation and Development (BMZ) .

Farah, Dr. François M. 
is UNFPA Post-2015 / Post-
MDG Coordinator since April 
2012. In March this year, he 
completed his assignment as 
UNFPA Resident Representa-
tive for Romania and Country 
Director for FYR of Macedo-

nia, Moldova and Serbia where he worked since 
November 2009. Before that, he was Chief of 
the Social Development Division at the UN Eco-
nomic and Social Commission for Western Asia 
(UN ESCWA) in Beirut, Lebanon. Prior to that, he 
was the UNFPA Resident Representative / Head 
of Mission country Director in several countries. 
India, Pakistan and Uganda, Cameroon, Bhutan 
and Afghanistan.

Gabriel, Annette
is Health and Population Spe-
cialist for KfW Entwicklungs-
bank. She has an educational 
background in African studies 
and development economics. 
She is member of the steering 
group of the 10th International 

Dialogue on Population and Sustainable Devel-
opment.

Ghimire, Nirupama
is currently working as a mem-
ber of the executive commit-
tee in a Youth Initiative. Prior to 
that, she worked as an intern in 
a children organisation in Nepal 
for one academic year. She did 
her Bachelor in Social Work at 

the Kantipur college of Business Management 
and humanity studies. 

Gilmore, Kate
is Assistant Secretary-General 
and Deputy Executive Direc-
tor (Programme) of UNFPA, 
the United Nations Popula-
tion Fund. Ms. Gilmore brings 
to UNFPA more than 20 years 
of strategic leadership experi-

ence, working on social issues in her government 
and in not-for-profi t organisations. She started her 
career with her government in social work and 
community education roles. 

Garthwaite, Rachel
is the Sustainable Growth 
and Climate Change Advi-
sor at Save the Children, UK. 
In this role Rachel undertakes 
research, policy development 
and technical advocacy on is-
sues such as sustainable live-

lihoods policy, food security, agriculture, climate 
change and the fair and sustainable use of natural 
resources. Prior to joining Save the Children, Ra-
chel worked at the Royal Society where she led 
their programme of work on environment and cli-
mate change policy. 

Häfner, Kristin
is working as a Junior Advisor 
at the Sector Initiative Popu-
lation Dynamics, Sexual and 
Reproductive Health at GIZ in 
Germany. She studied ‘Health 
Promotion and Management’ 
at the University of Applied 

Science in Magdeburg and at the University of 
Toronto, Canada and graduated in 2009. From 
2010 – 2012 she worked as a Technical Advi-
sor of GIZ in Zambia in the area of HIV and Aids 
Prevention and Health Promotion workplace 
programmes.

Hanne, Dr. Detlef 
is a Geoscientist by training, 
who spent several years work-
ing internationally in research 
projects of development co-
operation and industry after 
his fi rst degree. After his PhD, 
he was responsible for the Af-

rica Initiative of the Volkswagen Foundation as a 
program manager. Since then, he works for the 
KfW Entwicklungsbank in the fi nancial coopera-
tion section. One of his key interests is research 
capacity development in Low Income Countries 
(LICs), especially sub-Saharan Africa. He is mem-
ber of the steering group of the 10th International 
Dialogue on Population and Sustainable Develop-
ment.

Harper, Prof. Dr. Sarah
is Professor of Gerontology at 
Oxford University and Direc-
tor of the Oxford Institute of 
Population Ageing. She works 
on global population ageing, 
widespread falls in fertility and 
growth in extreme longevity 

with particular interest in the Asia–Pacifi c Region. 
She was an author of the Royal Society Report on 
population change: People and the Planet, serves 
as on the Advisory Board of Population Europe, 
the World Demographic Association, the English 
Longitudinal Study of Ageing, and the Scientifi c 
Board of Natural England. 

Haslegrave, Marianne
having studied history for her 
BA and MA degrees, now 
semi-retired, she still spends 
part of her time working as the 
Director of the Commonwealth 
Medical Trust (Commat). She 
also served as a consultant on 

Partnerships for Sexual and Reproductive Health 
and the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) 
with the UN Millennium Project and has been a 
member of UK government at International Con-
ference on Population and Development in Cairo 
in 1994.

Hellstern, Dr. Elke
is Senior Economist Health at 
Competence Centre Health, 
Education, Social Security, KfW 
Entwicklungsbank.

Hildebrandt, Dr. Ruth
worked as a post doc in the 
Department of Clinical Pharma-
cology, University Heidelberg, 
after she graduated from Medi-
cal School, University of Heidel-
berg, in 1980. She did her post-
graduate training in obs / gyn at 

FU Berlin, she subsequently served as a senior 
doctor until she changed career in 1999. Her new 
career path was geared at making her experience 
as a clinician, lecturer and researcher available to 
development work. Taking her MSc Public Health 
in Development Countries from London School of 
Hygiene and Tropical Medicine (LSHTM) enabled 
her to contribute to projects in the thematic areas 
of quality management in health care and repro-
ductive health / safe motherhood.

Hinz, Catherina
is working as Senior Project 
Advisor of the sector initiative 
PD SRHR with a focus on pop-
ulation dynamics at Deutsche 
Gesellschaft für Internationale 
Zusammearbeit (GIZ) GmbH 
since September 2011. She 

has more than 16 years of experience working in 
the fi eld of information, communication and advo-
cacy on development issues with a special focus 
on population issues and sexual and reproductive 
health. She is member of the steering group of 
the 10th International Dialogue on Population and 
Sustainable Development.

Ilukor, John 
is PhD student at University of 
Hohenheim, Institute of Agri-
cultural Economics and Social 
Sciences in the Tropics and 
Subtropics.
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Karg, Hanna
is working as a Scientifi c As-
sistant at the Department of 
Physical Geography at the Uni-
versity of Freiburg in Germany. 
In November 2011, she gradu-
ated with a Master’s degree in 
Geography. For the last years, 

she has been involved in several international in-
terdisciplinary research projects and completed 
research stays at international agricultural re-
search centres in Ghana, Sri Lanka and Thailand. 
Her scientifi c interest encompasses urban sanita-
tion and options for mitigating related health and 
environmental risks, urban and peri-urban agri-
culture and information technologies such as GIS 
and remote sensing.

Kavuma, Hon., Ruth Nvumetta
was Member of Parliament 
(Kalangala District Women rep-
resentative) of the Ssese Islands 
until 2011. Her areas of exper-
tise include public health (Family 
Planning and SRH champion), 
leadership, education (Science – 

Girls) and information and communication technol-
ogy in gender mainstreaming. She is the founder of 
Jjaja Ruth Child Care Centre and did her Bachelor 
of Science in Physics.

Kelboro Mensuro, Girma 
is Junior Researcher at the 
Center for Development Re-
search (ZEF) University of Bonn, 
Germany, in the Department of 
Political and Cultural Change. 
He does research about Parks 

Kent, Caroline Jane
was awarded an MSc in Euro-
pean Studies from the London 
School of Economics in 1998 
and prior to this she studies 
Social Sciences at the Univer-
sity of Hanover. From 2000 to 
2004, she worked at DSW as 

a Project Coordinator on several different interna-
tional communication projects, then went on to 
London to become the Chief Editor of the UN Mil-
lennium Campaign. She returned to DSW in June 
2006. In January 2009, Ms. Kent became Advo-
cacy and Campaigns Manager and 2011 Director 
German Advoacy. She is member of the steering 
group of the 10th International Dialogue on Popu-
lation and Sustainable Development.

Khoeli, Malerato 
is Principal of Health at the 
Ministry of Health, Kingdom of 
Lesotho.

Kimani, Dr. Elisabeth
is an Associate Research Sci-
entist at African Population 
and Health Research Center 
(APHRC). She fi rst joined 
APHRC in 2003 as a Research 
Trainee before proceeding for 
PhD studies, and rejoined the 

centre in March 2010. Elizabeth holds a PhD in 
Public Health from the University of the Witwa-
tersrand, South Africa, focusing on the double 
burden of malnutrition in a high HIV prevalence 
setting in rural South Africa. She also holds a 

Kiziak, Dr. Tanja 
is the Deputy Manager of the 
Berlin Institute for Popula-
tion and Development, an 
independent think tank that 
researches questions about 
global demographic changes 
and development policies. 

Among other publications, she co-authored the 
study ‘Africa’s demographic challenges. How a 
young population can make development pos-
sible’, which was published by the Berlin Institute 
in 2011.

K.C., Muna
does her Bachelor in Popula-
tion Studies and Sociology at 
the Ratna Rajyalaxmi Campus 
in Kathmandu, Nepal. She 
served as Data Entry Supervi-
sor at the Ministry of Finance 
Inland Revenue Department, as 

Computer Operator at the Ministry of Peace and 
Reconstruction, and as Facilitator for Sang Sangai 
programme, Youth Action Nepal. 

and People in Ethiopia and Institutions of Natural 
Resource Management in the Nech Sar National 
Park. He holds a Bachelor in Forestry and a Mas-
ter of Science in Tropical Forestry. Mr. Mensuro is 
a forestry expert in the Commission for Sustain-
able Agriculture and Environmental Rehabilitation, 
Southern Region of Ethiopia.

Kloss-Quiroga, Dr. Barbara
is Head of the Sector Initiative 
Population Dynamics, Sexual 
and Reproductive Health 
and Rights at Deutsche Ge-
sellschaft für Internationale 
Zusammenarbeit (GIZ GmbH). 
She has been working for 

DSE / InWEnt since October 1988 as head 
of the Primary Health Care Division. She was 
Senior Project Manager responsible for Social 
Security programmes and HIV / AIDS cross sec-
tor representative as well as Gender and equal-
ity representative for InWEnt. She is member 
of the steering group of the 10th International 
Dialogue on Population and Sustainable Devel-
opment.

Kühn, Thierry 
is Desk Offi cer in the division 
‘Health, Population, Politics’ 
at the German Federal Min-
istry for Economic Coopera-
tion and Development (BMZ). 
Before, he worked with the 
German Academic Exchange 

Service (DAAD) in Germany, with Doctor with-
out Borders (MSF) in the Democratic Republic 
of Congo and with the Welthungerhilfe (Ger-

Kurtenbach, Dr. Sabine
works for the GIGA, German In-
stitute of Global and Area Stud-
ies for Latin America Studies. 
She studied Political Science, 
Spanish, and Modern History 
in Madrid, Erlangen, Sevilla and 
Hamburg. Her research ad-

dresses themes such as post war societies, vio-
lence and social changes, such as youths. 

Lehmann, Luise
is a Senior Independent Con-
sultant with 25 years experi-
ence in conceptualising and 
evaluating development pro-
grammes in various world re-
gions. While her main areas are 
sexual and reproductive health, 

social marketing and Behaviour Change Com-
munication (BCC), she often works in inter-sec-
toral contexts. Currently, she assists in integrating 
population dynamics as a cross-cutting issue into 
various sector programmes supported by Ger-
man Development Cooperation.

Levy, Claudia 
is specialised in society-nature 
relations, study of fringe com-
munities and management of 
conservation areas. She holds 
an MSc on Human Geogra-
phy from the São Paulo State 
University of Campinas – UNI-

CAMP, Brazil; and a Joint International MSc on 
Regional Development Planning and Management 
under the SPRING Program from the University of 
Dortmund, Germany and the Kwame Nkrumah 
University of Kumasi, Ghana. Since 2009 Claudia 
joined the DITSL – German Institute for Tropical 
and Subtropical Agriculture. 

Master of Public Health degree from Moi Univer-
sity, Kenya and a BSc. in Environmental Health 
from the same university. 

man Agro Aid) in Ethiopia. He is member of the 
steering group of the 10th International Dia-
logue on Population and Sustainable Develop-
ment.
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Lieser, Marion
is the CEO of Oxfam Germany 
e.V. since January 2012. She 
studied Social Pedagogy, So-
ciology, and Life Sciences. She 
worked for the German Devel-
opment Service (DED) in the 
area of women’s aid and sta-

bilisation in Kenya and Sudan. Furthermore, she 
initiated campaigns against xenophobia and man-
aged several other projects concerning HIV / AIDS, 
health care, education and poverty reduction for 
well-known institutions such as EPOS Health Man-
agement and GIZ.

Lindley, Matthew
is Senior Adviser, Resource 
Mobilization, at the Internation-
al Planned Parenthood Federa-
tion.

Loenenbach, Anna Dorothea 
is a Gender Scientist and Eth-
nologist (M.A.) with exploratory 
focus on international health 
care policy and epidemiology. 
She already gained experience 
in ethnological fi eld studies 
about Indian Diaspora in East 

Africa in India and Tanzania. Furthermore, she 
worked as trainee in Ruanda and Germany for the 
GIZ in programmes concerning HIV prevention as 
well as sexual and reproductive health and rights.

Lukale, Nelly
serves as a Programme Associ-
ate the World Young Women’s 
Christian Association. She is 
trained community health nurse 
and a peer educator / counsel-
lor in Kenya.

Matthaeus, Dr. Horst
holds a PhD in Development 
Administration / Public Policy. He 
worked in Latin America, Africa 
and Asia on Urban development 
and Governance programmes 
for Deutsche Gesellschaft für 

May, Prof. Dr. John
is a visiting fellow at the Cen-
tre for Global Development and 
adjunct Professor of demogra-
phy at Georgetown University. 
He was lead demographer in 
the Africa Region at the World 
Bank and, before that, worked 

on many population projects around the world 
for UNFPA, UNICEF, USAID, and the Interna-
tional Union for the Scientifi c Study of Population 
(IUSSP). He was posted in Haiti, West Indies, and 
New Caledonia, South Pacifi c, for the United Na-
tions. He did his Masters in Demography, Catholic 
University of Louvain and his PhD at the University 
of Paris-V (Sorbonne).

Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) GmbH since 
1990 as Program Manager and Governance Advi-
sor. Earlier (1979 – 1986), he was engaged in the 
Bhaktapur Development Project, Nepal, as con-
sultant and team leader. Presently, he is Program 
Manager of the Sub-national Governance Pro-
gram (SUNAG), a joint programme of Nepal and 
German Government.

Melesse, Tewodros
took up the post of International 
Planned Parenthood Federa-
tion (IPPF) Director-General in 
September 2011. As economist 
who studied at the Catholic Uni-
versity in Louvain, Belgium, he 
has over 25 years experience 

in family planning and reproductive health, starting 
in 1984 as a programme offi cer with FPIA. Subse-
quently he joined IPPF Africa Region. He assumed 
the directorship of the Africa Regional Offi ce in 
2002, and vigorously refocused and restructured 
the operation. 

Mohammad Khan, Farzana
is currently working at HSRU 
(Health Sector Reforms Unit) 
of the Federally Administered 
Tribal Areas of Pakistan (FATA) 
as GIS specialist to develop a 
GIS infrastructure for Health 

Moreland, Dr. Scott
serves currently as Futures 
Group’s Principal Investigator 
(PI) on the MEASURE Evalua-
tion Project. He provides over-
all strategic and technical man-
agement for Futures Group’s 
contribution to the project, and 

leadership for data demand and information use 
(DDIU) activities. Dr. Moreland has worked in more 
than 30 countries and has a worldwide reputation 
as a developer of policy analysis models. He has a 
PhD in economics from Duke University.

Mothupi, Rozana Albertina
completed her fi rst year of Di-
ploma in Computer Account-
ancy in 2007 and worked as 
apprentice receptionist. In 
2009 she joined ANC and AN-
CYL and was elected as ad-
ditional member. She became 

Secretary of Ramotshere Moiloa Writers Forum, 
Youth Council Deputy Secretary of Ramotshere 
Moiloa Youth Development Council. Currently 
she serves Lovelife Mpintshi, facilitating and 
presenting HIV / AIDS and Lovelife programmes 
at schools and activating Lovelife programmes, 
events and activities. 

system. She did her Masters in Geography, Ur-
ban and Regional Planning, a Post-graduate Di-
ploma in Geographical Information System, M.phil 
in Geography, Urban and Regional Planning, and 
additionally, her Masters in Public Health (MPH).

Müller, Dr. Klaus 
is First Vice President of East 
and West Africa of the KfW Ent-
wicklungsbank in Frankfurt.

Müller, Ursula 
is Director-General, Policy is-
sues and political governance 
of bilateral development coop-
eration; sectoral affairs, Federal 
Ministry of Economic Coopera-
tion and Development (BMZ).

Mungure, Elinami
has a degree in Law from Tu-
maini University of Tanzania, 
He has also undergone train-
ing in Law, Human Rights and 
HIV / AIDS from Human Rights 
and Peace Centre of Makerere 
University and Emotion Intel-

ligence leadership training to mention only few. 
Prior to joining DSW-Tanzania as advocacy offi cer 
he worked for Haki Madini where he was leading 
several advocacy projects with mission towards 
ensuring Tanzania and community benefi t from 
mineral wealth. His current work with DSW fo-
cuses on advocating for pro-poor health service, 
programme, policy and budget.

Musinguzi, Dr. Jotham
is the Regional Director of 
Partners in Population and 
Development (PPD), Africa Re-
gional Offi ce. Dr. Musinguzi has 
served as a Senior Lecturer, 
Department of Obstetrics and 
Gynaecology, Makerere Univer-

sity Medical School, Uganda. He has also served 
as a Consultant Obstetrician and Gynaecologist 
in Mulago Hospital. He is a former President of 
Uganda Medical Association as well as a former 
Board Member of PPD representing Uganda. Dr. 
Musinguzi was a Board Member of Uganda’s Na-
tional Planning Authority, Africa Population and 
Health Research Centre (APHRC), Kenya, as well 
as the Population Council of New York. 

Newman, Karen 
is coordinator for the Popula-
tion and Sustainability Network 
(PSN). She was one of the main 
architects of the International 
Planned Parenthood federation 
(IPPF) Charter of Sexual and 
Reproductive Rights. Karen 

was a member of the World Health Organisa-
tion (WHO) Gender and Rights advisory panel 
between 2003 and 2010, which she co-chaired 
from 2007.
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Ngugi, John Munyiri
works currently as DSW (Deut-
sche Stiftung Weltbevoelke-
rung) Project Assistant-Behav-
ioral. John has over six years 
extensive professional experi-
ence in working with Most at 
Risk Populations (MARPS), 

young people, women and children in community 
development, sports for development, advocacy 
and HIV prevention and care for People Living 
with HIV and AIDS. Prior to that, he worked as 
Volunteer Training Associate in the National Or-
ganisation of Peer Educators (NOPE). Addition-
ally, he gained further work experience as volun-
teer peer educator and supervisor / trainer at the 
Mathare Youth Sports Association.

Nilsson, Karin 
is the Program Offi cer of Pub-
lic Policy and Advocacy at the 
Swedish Association for Sexu-
ality Education (rfsu). The ob-
jective of the rfsu is an equal 
world in which the individual 
rights of all people includ-

ing women, homosexual, bisexual, transgender 
persons and the poverty-stricken are respected. 
Their international development efforts aim to 
increase the conditions for productive work with 
SRHR issues in various countries through long-
term cooperation with local partner organisations. 

Novcic, Nebojsa
is a Strategy and Finance Offi c-
er at the Partnership for Mater-
nal, Newborn and Child Health 
(PMNCH), which is hosted by 
the World Health Organisation 
(WHO) in Geneva. Nebojsa has 
worked for more than 12 years 

with multilateral and bilateral donors and agen-
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with the focus on comparative 
educational science and devel-
opment psychology. Mr. Zillich 

worked several times for Deutsche Gesellschaft 
für Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) GmbH, 
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velopment cooperation organisations, private enterprises and their international partners. The 
objective of this forum is to provide a platform to discuss strategies on population issues and 
sustainable development. It reinforces the implementation of the Cairo Programme of Action 
of the International Conference on Population and Development (ICPD) in 1994 and seeks to 
contribute to accelerating progress towards the MDGs.

Since 2002 the International Dialogue has grown to become an established, high ranking and 
high in demand forum for exchange on issues concerning population and development with 
a strong focus on sexual and reproductive health and rights. Overall more than 1.000 experts 
from 50 countries around the world representing government institutions, multilateral and non-
governmental organisations as well as academia and private sector participated in the dia-
logues. As in this year’s event 2012, the organisers always tried to include youth representatives 
as important stakeholders when it comes to discussions on population dynamics and sustain-
able development.

Historically, over the past ten years a thematic shift has occurred in the series of dialogues: in 
the earlier years, issues of sexual and reproductive health and rights in a narrower sense where 
dealt with, whereas the more recent dialogues encompassed broader themes and determi-
nants of health and population such as socio-economic development, culture and gender, an 
emphasis on young age structure, education and urbanisation. The general tendency in recent 
years was to focus on population dynamics as a cross-cutting issue of sustainable develop-
ment to be considered in every sector.

The main achievements of the International Dialogue as mentioned by participants in a review 
undertaken by the organisers are the following: 

- Diversity of perspectives:
The wide range of participants with different institutional, cultural and geographical background 
allowed for a rich diversity of perspectives on the topic of population dynamics and sustainable 
development and a lively discussion of a variety of experiences and lessons learnt from different 
countries and regions as well as sectors such as health, education, human rights, governance, 
food security and environment. 

- Continuity of the discussion on population issues:
Despite the diversity of stakeholders and institutions represented, the continuity in dealing with 
population dynamics and sexual and reproductive health and rights from different yet comple-
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Publications of 
International Dialogues

10th International Dialogue
Population Dynamics in the 21st century: Transforming 
challenges into opportunities

9th International Dialogue
Education Matters: Empowering Young People to 
Make Healthier Choices

8th International Dialogue
Making sexual and reproductive rights a reality: 
What does it take?

7th International Dialogue
Exploring Cultural Diversity and Gender Equality: 
towards universal access to sexual and reproductive 
health and rights

6th International Dialogue
Meeting the Challenge – Sexual and Reproductive 
Health and Rights in an Urbanising World

5th International Dialogue
Demographic Dynamics and Socio-Economic 
Development

4th International Dialogue
Promoting Adolescent Sexual Knowledge and 
Responsible Behaviour

3rd International Dialogue
Implementing the Millennium Development Goals

2nd International Dialogue
Ways out of the Crisis – Reproductive Health in Need 
of New Ideas

1st International Dialogue
Reproductive Health – Stepchild of the International 
Community?

Most of these publications are also available on our website: 
http: /  / www.dialogue-population-development.info

menting angles throughout the years was mentioned as an asset that participants did not want 
to miss: ‘There are many different complementing aspects of the issue, which are brought up 
one by one. This is creating continuity.’ In their opinion a more pronounced political focus and a 
deepened understanding of the issues at stake was thus achieved.  

- Bridging and networking: 
Through the series of dialogues, the representatives of German development cooperation 
gained profound insights with regard to the experiences and perspectives of stakeholders from 
different countries and institutions, which proved important insights for subsequent collabora-
tion and exchange. In addition, the dialogues contributed to network building and increased 
cooperation between the various partners. 

‘The creation of networks, but also the exchange of new highlights and success stories - these 
are the main reasons for participating in the International Dialogue!’

- Agenda setting and dissemination of knowledge and expertise on population issues:
According to the participants’ views, gathering diverse stakeholders from various settings at 
a continuous discussion forum as the dialogue provides the potential of spreading knowledge 
on the topic of population dynamics and is thereby acting as a driving force for future agenda-
setting of the issue in different countries and at international level.  

‘As long as the international dialogue remains, it will strengthen the government`s understanding 
of what is happening in different parts of the world and help develop policies that are sensitive 
and relevant to the countries which it provides funding for. This result does not come through 
huge events, it comes through deep discussions and thorough listening to different partners.’
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The International Dialogue on Population and Sustainable Development underlines the interdisciplinary importance of 
sexual and reproductive health and rights (SRHR) and population dynamics as key factors in achieving international 
development goals such as the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). The conference series is designed to facili-
tate the networking of national and international players and encourage the exchange of information and experience. 
The International Dialogue is an annual, two-day conference taking place in Berlin, jointly organised by DSW (Deutsche 
Stiftung Weltbevoelkerung), Deutsche Gesellschaft für Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) GmbH, International 
Planned Parenthood Federation (IPPF) and KfW Entwicklungsbank, in close cooperation with the Federal Ministry for 
Economic Cooperation and Development (BMZ) and Bayer HealthCare Pharmaceuticals. 


